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Chioe Delaney, two years old, stops to examine her goodies following the annual Heppner Elk's Club Easter 4 ; A
Egg Hunt held Saturday, March 29, in Heppner "
Chloe is the daughter of Natalie Delaney of Heppner : R B
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first armived, but Alfred R
Womack remembers Heppner
well. Womack came to Heppner
in February of 1934 with his
wife, Jean, and young son,
David, then eight months old, to
pastor Heppner's first Assembly
of God church. Now 88, he was
on hand once again March 23 at
the Christian Life Center in
Heppner to deliver the Palm
Sunday sermon.

When Pastor Womack came to
Heppner in 1934 he was only the
second pastor to serve at the
church, which was then called
the Pentecostal Tabernacle and
nicknamed "The Glory Barn". It
became affiliated with the
Assembly of God that year. His
service at the church in Heppner
was his first real pastorate. He
and his family lived in the
parsonage, which has since been
torn down, located near Heppner
Elementary School.

Current pastor Tim Van Cleave
said that this year the church had
planned a special offering and
decided to invite Pastor Womack
because of his special interest in
Heppner. Pastor Womack's son,
Dan, also a minister, had planned
to be in the area, so, the two
teamed up to share the pulpit for
the first time ever on Palm
Sunday, March 23. Alfred
delivered the sermon on Sunday
morning and Dan took over the
pulpit on Sunday evening

Alfred attended high school at
Emmett, Idaho, and Bible college
at the Glad Tidings Bible
Institute at San Francisco. His

rs was at Wilcox, AZ . It's that ttime agam--time to -
first ministry was at Wilcc Northwest College of Assemblies : lock
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was noted with a story in the

Heppner, he remembers
experiencing a flood. He put his
son on his shoulders, clhimbed up
on a hill and watched the flood
below. But, then he got to
worrying about his friends in

lone. "So, | out-ran the flood
with the old Model T Ford," said
Alfred. Fortunately, the flood
had spread out quite a bit by the
time it reached lone and didn't do
much damage there.

The Womacks were in Heppner
four years, before moving on to
I'enino for a year and a half, then
to Bellingham, WA, and Eureka,
MT. The family then returned to
the Northwest and Alfred took on
a Gospel mission 1n Spokane
After that, he left the mimistry for
a while. The only job he was able
to get at the time was milking a
herd of goats on "shares". He
actually ended up with a small
herd of goats himself. He then
returned to the ministry as pastor
of the North Hill Assembly of
God in Spokane for around 10
years. He retired in 1972 and
moved to Everett, WA, where he
did odd jobs until moving into
the Sunrise View Villa
retirement center in Everett

Alfred still preaches quite often
at the retirement center for those
who can't get to their places ol
worship. "It gives me a
munistry,” adds Alfred. He 1s also
president of the resident council
there

Both of Alfred's sons have
followed in his footsteps. Dan 1s
an evangelist who travels full
time in the mimstry. He attended

14 years. He has had a traveling

side of the Mississippi. He and
his wife, Marty, travel most often
in a Greyhound bus which has
been converted into a mobile
home. They have two grown
children. Their son, Scott. who 15
a youth minister in Minnesota, 1s
the third generation Assembly ol
God pastor in the family
Alfred's son, David, also a
minister, recently retired from
the .\\\L‘[ﬂl\‘l_\ 01 God
headquarters. Alfred has seven

grandchildren and four great

grandchildren. His wife passed
away in 1993
Heppner was also current

pastor Tim Van Cleave's first
mimistry. He came to Heppner in
1988 as a yvouth mimister and the
following vear assumed the
pastorate. He had served several
other places as a youth minister
prior to coming to Heppner
Pastor Van Cleave and his wite,
Mvma. have five children

"l learned a lot," said Tim of
Alfred's visit. "Hearing part ol
our history first hand 1s much
different than reading 1t from a
book. I thought it would be neat
to bring back a former pastor
who kind of blazed the trai1l." The
coming back to
Heppner also gave Alfred a"shot
in the arm”, so to \P\'.l]\ Alfred
who has mild diabetes, said that
his blood sugar went up when
''m called him with the
imvitation
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Gift of green

Debra Gutierrez, member of the People for the Pool committee, accepts a check for $3,000 from a
leprechaun of the St. Patrick's Day committee. The St. Pats committee made the donation last week

towards the new Willow Creek Water Park fund raising effort

Irrigation Sprinklers
Caskets & Dam Material

now available at

Lexington 989-8221

1-800-452-7396




