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SWCD highlights of 1995-1996

The mission and purpose of
the Morrow Soil and Water
Conservation District is to con-
serve, protect and develop the
land and natural resources of
Morrow County for the economic
and environmental benefit of the
people of the county

Watershed Health:

* Assessments were completed
for 30% of watershed sub-basins.

*Rock Creek Watershed land-
owners were contacted concern-
ing project interest in 13 high
prionty areas. Two L.TAs are in
progress

*A Morrow County Education
Partnership was developed with
county teachers for the purpose
of expanding the natural re-
sources curriculum for county

students.
*The Imgon Park Erosion
Project was named a high

priority by the district and was
also approved as a RC&D mea-
sure. Survey, design and cost
estimates were completed.

* Construction was completed
on the Damon and Willow Creek
GWERB grant projects.

*Photo monitoring was com-
pleted on Lefevre Praine and
Boyd Willow Creek projects.

*Coordinated Resource Man-
agement Planning (CRMP) was
used in the distnict.

*The District was an active
participant in the NRCS Strategic
Plan.

* Board and Staff participated
in and assisted with state asso-
ciation and area meetings.

*Conducted a spring tree
seedling give-a-way, distributing
4 876 pine, fir and spruce seed-
lings to interested persons.

*The District was successful
in receiving funding for an Ore-
gon Youth Conservation Corps
Six area youth were hired to
complete conservation projects.
I'is was a joint effort with the
Willow Creek Park Dastrict

*A hydroseeding project was
completed on the Irmgon Green-
W ;1.\

*Instrict Manager attended a
week-long Riparian Restoration
and Monitoring Workshop

*Board and Staff participated

n Expeniment Station Field Day,
Weed
Lower Umautlla Basin meetings
Basin

Council meetings
*Board and Staff assisted with
selection of County Conservation
’ Farmer of the Year for 1996,
who was also selected as the
State Conservation Farm of the
Year
*Staff assistance was provided
planning and conducting

Umatlla/Morrow lour

Umatilia Watershed

for
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Morrow County Conservation
Tour and Town & Country Day.

District Operations:

*Regular meetings were held
with the public informed on date,
time and location.

*Prepared annual budget and
attended County Budget Hearing.

*A new computer system was
purchased to allow the district to
be informed and active in new
technology

*Board and staff actvely
participated in local, area and
state meetings including NRCS
Basin Team and Resource Con-
Conservation & Development in
order to provide local input on
conservation 1ssues.

*Dustrict Manager 1s a mem-
ber of the OACD Daistrict
Capacity Traiming Team.

*Annual dues were paid to
national, state and local orgamiza-
tions to support the conservation
effort.

*The committee system 1s
used in order to involve the
entire board and associate
directors. District commuittees
include personnel, legislative,
RC&D, budget and education.

*The Goodyear Tire & Rubber
Evaluation form was used to
measure district activities and
effectiveness.

*Stan Kemp was selected as
the 1996 Outstanding Cooperator
and was entered into the state
Goodyear contest.

Resource activities
with other agencies:

*A contract with the Umatilla
Depot Activity to monitor re-
sources 1s being conducted.

*The District provides office

clerical assistance to NRCS in
exchange for office space for
District staff.
Weed Control:
*The District Board acts as the
Weed Advisory Board.
*Puncturevine projects were
conducted with the cities of
Boardman and Irrigon and the

West
District.

*A program of CRP spot
checks was started to check for
"A" list weeds in CRP stands.

*A three-county Regional
Strategies grant approved for
control and public education con-
cerning skeletonweed.

Extension  Imgation

Area youth benefit from OYCC

gk

I'he Morrow SWCD, 1n part-
nership with the Willow Creek
Park District, received a grant in
the amount of $9105 to conduct
repairs and improvements to
hiking trails and improve the area
around Willow Creek Dam and
other areas of the county.

Corey Ehrmantraut, Brandi
Marshall, Tom1 Kemp, Beth

Cookston, Phillip Spicerkuhn and
team leader Bill Schlaich were
hired June 16 with funds made
available by the Oregon Youth
Conservation Corps through the
Commussion on Children and
Families.

The crew began their six-week
employment by building an
addition to the existing hiking
trails around Willow Creek Lake,
painted the foot bridge, signs,

vy
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picnic tables and dock and pulled
weeds around the lake. The crew
assisted the Historical Society
with tree plantings around the
wishing well/fountain at the
Fairgrounds. They also tore out
paneled walls in the boys dorm at
the Fairgrounds and replaced
them with sheet rock donated by
Marlett Homes of Hermiston.
Another project at the Fair-
grounds included removing the
old carpeting on the grandstand
steps and removing weeds along
the State Highway. The ¢rew also
located, marked and mapped
yellow starthistle locations along
Rhea Creek and in CRP.

The District's main purpose in
applying for OYCC funds 1s to
further natural resource and
conservation awareness of our
local youth

Landowner tag
preference program

Attention.landowners: If your
property 1s currently registered
with the Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife for the land-
owner preference program, you
should have recently received the
1997 Landowner Preference Tag
Distribution forms.

You do not need to re-register
your property unless the owner-
ship or acreage has changed. If
you need to re-register, contact
the Heppner office of ODFW

To receive controlled hunt
LOP tags for the 1997 hunting
seasons, you need to

1. Fill out and mail in the Tag
Distribution forms (yellow). For
each hunt senes, you will need to
complete the requested informa-
tion. The first page 1s for buck
deer, the second page 1s for con-
trolled elk, the third page is for
antlerless antelope, the fourth
page 1s for antlerless deer and the
last page 1s not needed for any
hunts in this area.

2. Be sure to list all eligible
applicants, including the register-
ed owner of the property. Send
the completed form (s) to the
address listed on the lower, nght-
hand corner of each page by May
15, 1997.

3. All people listed on the Tag
Distribution form must apply for
their tags by May 15, 1997 and
list the appropnate hunt number
as their first choice and also hist
the appropnate hunt number as
their Landowner
choice

If you have any questions
regarding the landowner pre-
ference registration process,
please contact the Heppner office
of ODFW at 676-5230

Preference

SERVING UMATILLA BASIN

AGRICULTURE FOR 21 YEARS!

AGRI - CHECK, INC.

AGRICULTURAL TESTING LABORATORY
CROP SCIENCE CONSULTANTS

ONE DAY TURN-AROUND

COMPUTER RESULTS AVAILABLE -- DATABASE OR SPEADSHEET
PREPLANT TO HARVEST SUMMARY LOGGING BY FIELD

(541)922-4894

Nobody Beats Our Output!

323 6TH STREET « PO BOX 1350 ¢ UMATILLA, OR 97882
or TOLL FREE 1-800-537-1129
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1996 elk season observations

During the 1996 elk seasons,
hunters were confronted with a
"new" approach to bull elk
hunting in Northeast Oregon.
While the standard two season
framework was maintained, bag
limits for the seasons changed
dramatically. All tags issued for
the first season were issued
through the controlled hunt
drawing process and included
800 either sex tags and 1000
spike only tags. Second season
bull tags were unlimited, could
be purchased at all point of sale

machines and were valid for
spikes only

The "new elk hunting
strategies” were developed in

response to low postseason bull
ratios in most big game man-
agement unmits 1n  Northeast
Oregon. In November 1994, the
Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife's Commissioners
directed the agency to develop a
plan to increase the postseason
bull to cow ratios to address
biological requirements of elk as
identified in the Oregon Elk Plan
The new strategies were created
after obtaining nput from 34
public meetings, 8,000
questionnaires, two Regional
working groups, comprised of

landowners,  hunters, other
agency personnel and agri-
cultural producers. The final elk
strategies were developed using
the public input and the follow-
wing guidelines as directed by
ODFW Commussioners:

I. Increase post-season bull
ratos.

2. Maintain management ob-
Jective population levels.

Grazing/haying open

July 1 and was set at a rate of
25% of the annual rental rate per
acre.

Participants agreed to a haying
or grazing plan written by the
NRCS and signed an agreement
for terms and conditions

Livestock growers in Morrow

3. Maintain hunter oppor-
tumity.

4. Continue to address elk
damage problems.

After completion of the elk
seasons, the following observa-
tions were made: 1) Elk hunters
in general, understood the need
for the regulations. 2) Either sex
tag holders experienced approxi-
mately 50% success, with 60% of
the harvest being antlerless elk.
3) First season spike only hunters
experienced approximately 25%
success. 4) Second season spike
hunters had approximately 10%
success. Final success levels will
be available in Apnl, after the
annual statewide hunter surveys
are completed.

With most hunters under-
standing the need for the new elk
very few complaints
were received. In addition, very
few problems were reported or
mvolving illegal kills.
However, a few hunters stated
some frustrations after finally
seeing the "big bull" and not
being able to shoot it because
they had a spike only tag!

While completing the annual
deer counts, several branched-
antlered bulls were observed and
it appears there are more bulls
left than normal. Elk composition
counts will be done in February
to determine the actual ratios of
bulls to cows. The results of
these counts will be used to help
determine tag numbers for the
1997 elk seasons.

The current plan regarding the
new elk strategies is to maintain
the existing season for at least
three years before any major
changes are implemented.

seasons,

scen

-Continued from page one

County responded to this pro-
gram by grazing or haying 8,200
acres.

Overall, the program was well
received in Morrow County and
provided benefits to the livestock
growers as well as the introduced
grasses & native grasses in the
CRP stands
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Morrow and Umatilla EQIP Proposal

In 1986, the Oregon State
Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) discovered nitrate
levels up to eight times the
federal drinking water limit in
test wells in the Lower Umatilla
Basin (LUB) area. Through
further testing, they concluded
that the problem needed to be
addressed, and 1 1990 de-
signated the areas around
Boardman and Irrigon as a
Groundwater Management Area
(GMA).

Since 1990, the DEQ has
monitored and studied the
groundwater and orgamized local
action committees. They have
recommended that there be
changes in the agricultural prac-
tices within the groundwater
management area. With this
background, Morrow Soil and
Water Conservation District in
cooperation with  Umatilla
County Soil and Water
Conservation District and the
local Natural Resources
Conservation Service offices
have submitted a request for
Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) funding for a
prionty area in the LUB. The
area proposed for EQIP funding
has the highest nitrate levels
reported in the DEQ study. The
proposed area covers about
15,000 acres and involves eight
major agricultural enterprises and
25 small farming operations.

In their proposal, the Morrow
and Umatilla County SWCDs
requested funding for conser-
vation practices that would assist
in reducing the groundwater
nitrate levels. These conservation
practices developed with the
Morrow and Umatilla County
SWCDs are proposed n the form
of Best Management Practices
(BMP) for the LUB GMA. The
EQIP proposal suggests that
some of the BMPs will include
urigation  water management,
soi1l and water sampling, nutrient
management, precision I'armT}:
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techniques, crop rotations,
improved conservation tillage
systems and the use of agro-
forestry to utilize excess nu-
trients in the groundwater.
Creation of wetlands as nutrient
sumps may also be a possibility.

In requesting the EQIP fund-
ing, the Morrow and Umatilla
County SWCDs have echoed the
goals of the LUB GMA Agri-
culture Subcommittee. The first
goal 1s to seek solutions that will
eventually bring the level of
nitrate in the groundwater to the
acceptable standard as defined by
EPA. The second goal is the
commitment to maintain a viable
economy in the area while
reducing the loading of nitrate to
the groundwater. The Morrow
and Umatilla County SWCDs
believe that by using EQIP
funding to implement BMPS, the
reduction of nitrates would be
accelerated in the Lower Uma-
tilla Basin Groundwater Manage-
ment Area.
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A friend of
conservation

passes away

The District received news
that a long-time friend of
conservation in Morrow County
passed away recently. Tom
Wilson, former CCC planner and
the first District Conservationist
with the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice in Morrow County, died
December 14, 1996 at Sandpoint,
Idaho. Mr. Wilson held the
position of District Conserva-
tionist in the Heppner office for
19 years. He first came to the
Heppner area as the Civihan
Conservation Corp planner in the
late 1930s. Our sympathy is with
his wife, Irene, and the rest of the
famly
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FEATHERLITE ALUMINUM
SUNDOWNER ALUMINUM
WELLS CARGO

APACHE

(509) 525-1111

DON nggngmsaocrgsm.es

170+ units in stock!

NORTHWEST'S LARGEST DEALER - SINCE 1977
Financing Available OAC

-

FEATHERLITE STEEL
AMERICAN HORSEMAN
TRAVALONG

CIRCLE J

800-831-0875

-- Leases
-- Real Estate

-- Express Loans
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Pendleton FCS

We’re teaming up to help you!

Farm Credit Services
- 1-800-880-4318

-- Operating Lines
-- Mach./Equip.
-- Country Home Loans
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