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Alternative Crops Program at annual meetingUpland gamebi rds-Cooperative

Access Program
In 1994, the Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(ODFW) developed the Upland 
Cooperative Access program 
(UCAP). The program was de-

Morrow County 
weed 
district tidbits

Skeleton weed on the move: 
several new sites of Rush 
skeletonweed were found in 
1996. A couple of these sites 
were much further south in 
Morrow County than those that 
had been treated in previous 
years. While the number of 
plants treated this past year was 
about the same as in the past 
years, the fact that this weed's 
range has extended further south 
should be cause for concern to 
dryland wheat farmers. Rush 
skeletonweed has been docu­
mented to reduce wheat yields by 
as much as 70% in Australia and 
can be very difficult to control if 
left undetected for several years. 
It is very important for farmers 
and ranchers to be on the lookout 
for and identify any plants that 
they do not recognize

Puncturevine project started in 
North Morrow County: due to 
increased concern over the 
spread of puncturevme in Irrigon 
and Boardman, the weed control 
district started working with the 
cities and the West Extension 
Irrigation District to control 
puncturevine along city streets 
and along the canal road. 
Improvement was noted in 1996, 
but more work still needs to be 
done. Homeowners can help by 
controlling this weed in driveway 
and parking areas and reporting 
any areas that are especially bad 
along public nghts-of-way. 
Homeowners needing informa­
tion about how to best control 
punturevine can contact the weed 
control district for more 
information

Check CRP fields for noxious 
weeds: with the expiration of 
CRP contracts upon us, land­
owners need to be surveying 
their fields for noxious weeds so 
they can be treated and con­
trolled before they are returned to 
growing wheat It is evident that 
some CRP fields have not been 
maintained to contract standards 
when it comes to weed control. 
For this reason, the weed control 
district has started working with 
the Farm Services Agency and is 
doing random spot checks for 
noxious weeds. Those found out 
of compliance may face penalties 
if the weeds are left uncontrolled. 
If desired, landowners may also 
request the weed district to assist 
them with their own field surveys 
and weed identification

signed to provide hunter access 
to private lands in Eastern Ore­
gon to hunt upland gamebirds. 
During the first year of the 
program, approximately 22,000 
acres of private land were made 
available for public hunting. In 
1995, additional properties were 
added and in 1996, a total of 
52,900 acres were open to public 
hunting of upland gamebirds.

Under the rules of the UCAP, 
ODFW signs agreements with 
the landowners, provides signs, 
closes roads as requested by the 
landowners and patrols the 
properties during the upland 
gamebird seasons. Landowners 
are reimbursed at a rate of 
50/acre for suitable upland 

gamebird hunting areas and have 
an option to use a "Hunting by 
Permission" or "Welcome to 
Hunt" format for their properties. 
Funding for the 50/acre reim­
bursement comes from a portion 
of the Upland gamebird stamp 
revenues earmarked for access.

To prevent overuse and over­
crowding of the areas, landowner 
names and maps of the areas are 
not given out. Hunters need to 
locate the hunting areas and if 
the hunter is required to obtain 
permission to hunt, the land­
owner's name is listed on the 
hunting by permission signs.

The Morrow SWCD held its 
1996 Annual Meeting on Wed­
nesday, January 15, 1997, in 
conjunction with Town & 
Country Day. Program speakers 
for the meeting were Jake Eaton, 
Potlach Corporation and Don 
Wysocki, Oregon State Univer­
sity (OSU) Extension, Agri­
culture Research Service.

Eaton spoke about poplars as 
an alternative crop for the North­
west area and specifically the 
plantation near Boardman. 
Because of the Endangered 
Species Act and dwindling num­
bers of lumber mills, supplies of 
wood shavings and sawdust, 
needed by the pulp and paper 
industry, were becoming more 
scarce. Poplars were the logical 
choice, because the genetic 
material was available for trees 
adapted to the region and poplars 
produce bright wood that needs 
less bleaching and 
that help give 
strength.

Wysocki, OSU
reported on a breeding program 
for a late planted, winter canola 
variety. This breeding program is 
being financed in part by 
contributions from Morrow, 
Gilliam and Umatilla counties 
and also through a grant from 
Regional Strategies, Northcentral 
Regional Strategies and North­
east Alliance Regional Strategies 
Boards. A plant breeder from 
Idaho has been contracted with to 
develop canola vaneties to

provide diversification of crops, 
improve disease control for 
wheat planted in a canola 
rotation and improve the feasibi­
lity of a canola oil processing 
plant for the area. An agreement 
has been drawn up between 
Oregon State University and the 
Oregon Economic Development 
Department through the North-

east Alliance Regional Strategies 
Board. The canola project was 
sponsored by the Columbia Blue 
Mountain Resource Conservation 
and Development Area which 
includes county courts, ports and 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts in Morrow, Gilliam, 
Wheeler, Grant and Umatilla 
counties.

Don Wysocki, OSU ExtensionJake Eaton, Potlach Corp.
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short fibers 
paperboard

Extension, Cut and Wrapped

280
a pound 

Specialty Curing 
Additional Charge
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Our money 
stays here to help 

local growers.
I nland Empire Bank is proud of the role it has played in 

making agriculture the comerstone of our local economy. 
No bank has done more in the past 49 years to help our local 
economy expand and prosper. In past years, about 30% of 
our loan portfolio has been dedicated to the agricultural com­
munity.

Inland remains committed to helping local farmers with their 
financial needs, now and in the future. It’s a pledge we’ve 
kept for more than four decades.

“Committed to People and Community"

Inland Empire Bank
Hermiston • Umatilla • Stanfield • Pendleton 

Boardman (541)481-9201 • Loan office in Condon (541) 384-3040
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

DISTRICT STAFF

WCSTWINDS

FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Virginia Grieb Clint Krebs

US FOREST SERVICE
Delanne Ferguson

John Mellott

Phone 989-8221
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Louis Carlson.. . . 
Raymond French. 
John Wenholz. . .

Skip Matthews...
Cindy Greenup . . 
loan Hughes.........
Toni Carter...........

Carol Michael...........
Bill Broderick...........
Kathryn Kettel. 
Sonja McCabe.......
Christy Lovgren....
Phil Hamm...............
Jeff McMorran..........

Jay Gibbs...................
Loren Unruh.............
Connie Holmquist... 
Cliff Harris.................
Karl Niederwerfer. . .
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Doug Drake.....................
Raymond French............
Bob Krein.........................
Ronald (Skip) Matthews 
|oe Rietmann...................
|im Swanson...............
|im Van Winkle...............
Bill Boyd...........................
Don C. Key.....................
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Chris Rauch
Vernon Frederickson 
Susan Ward.............
James McElligott. .
Richard Johnson. . .
Barney Lindsay.......
Ken Grieb.................
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.................. Director 
Program Assistant 
Program Assistant 
Program Assistant

......................Judge 

.... Commissioner 

.. . .Commissioner
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................................Farmer 
. County Commissioner 
Wildlife Biologist-ODFW 
....................................FSA 

............................Farmer 
Farmer/Insurance 

..................................USFS
..............................Retired 

................................Farmer
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(Lexington Area-Zone 4)
..................(Irrigon Area-Zone 2) 

(Buttercreek Area-Zone 5) 
......................(lone Area-Zone 3)

(Boardman Area-Zone 1) 
.....................................(At Urge) 
.....................................(At Large)
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Conservation District
DIRECTORY OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS. AND 

COOPERATING AGENCIES AND STAFF
MORROW SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT BOARD
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COUNTY COMMITTEE 
Mark Miller

MORROW COUNTY EXTENSION 
...................................................Staff Chair/Home Economics

............................................................. Agent, 4-H Livestock 
.......................................................Extension Crop Technician 
.....................................................................................4-H Clerk 
.....................................................................Office Coordinator 
..........................................................................Plant.. Pathology 
................................................................. Irrigated Agriculture
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Janet Greenup...................................................................................... District Manager
Merilee McDowell................................................................................Office Manager

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
John Day/Umatilla Basin Team Leader 
.........................................District Contact 
.................................Soil Conservationist 
..................Civil Engineering Technician 
................................ RC&D Coordinator

District Ranger 
OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Bob Krein"............................................................................................Wildlife Biologist
Russ Morgan........................................................................................Wildlife Biologist

ODA-NATURAL RESOURCES DIVISION
..........Special Assistant to the Director, Soil and Water
MORROW COUNTY COURT
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Chemical and biological weed 
control will be used to encourage 
the natural encroachment of 
native grasses for increased 
forage production for livestock 
and upland game.
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G WEB funds aid watershed projects
A watershed improvement 

project was completed this year 
on the Bernard Damon property. 
The project included riparian 
fencing, plantings, weed control 
and livestock water system im­
provements.

PVC pipe was installed from 
springs to livestock watering 
troughs built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corp. Trough over­
flow was piped to the riparian 
area for improved wildlife areas. 
The riparian areas were fenced to 
protect the improved spring and 
prevent damage by cattle.

The Damon project is a 
cooperative effort between the 
Morrow SWCD, NRCS, 
ODF&W, the landowner and the 
lessee. The project is also part of 
a Coordinated Resource Manage­
ment Plan (CRMP).

2-3 ft

McDowell joins 
the SWCD staff

There is a new face in the 
Morrow SWCD office. Merilee 
McDowell joined the district 
staff in late September as office 
manager. Merilee replaces 
Theresa Pihl who accepted a full 
time teaching position with Blue 
Mountain Community College. 
Merilee will take over respon­
sibility of the district’s Education 
Partnership with county schools, 
as well as administration of the 
SWCD office and assistance to 
the Natural Resources Conserva­
tion Service.

Merilee’s husband, Bill, is 
employed by Columbia Basin 
Electric Co-op. as a foreman. 
Their daughter, Danielle, is an 
eighth grader at Heppner Jr./Sr. 
High School.

HYBRID POPLARS

Bitentl: Shih, Flunriij iri Frill Frttt! 
Quantity Discounts 

Colonel Jordan Rd.
HERMISTON
567-7235

1-800-867-7235

-Lawn & Garden-Power Equipment-Chain Saws-Tires-Housewares-Pet Supplies ,-Hardware-Plumbing-Electrical-Lawn

Morrow County Grain Growers
Serving Morrow County for Over 50 Years

•Auto & Farm Tires »Chemicals & Fertilizers

Wasco Branch 
442-5781 

1-800-824-7185 
4th & Clark St.

Wasco, OR 97065

•Hardware Store «Propane «Fuel & Petroleum
•Farm Equipment Dealer «Irrigation/Pump «Grain

•Full Service Auto & Farm Equipment ShopI—
tone Stor

Morrow County |isfiW2 
Grain Growers

P.O. Box1-800-452-7396
LEXINGTON, OREGON 97839
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-Power Equipment - Chain Saws - Tires - Housewares - Pet Supplies - Hardware -Plumbing-Electrical-Lawn & Garden-


