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School district will fund fall sports

Despite earlier announce-
ments to the contrary, the Mor-
row County School District said
Monday there will be enough
money to fund sports and other
extracurricular activities next
fall.

School Superintendent
Chuck Starr said because of re-
cent passage of the school bond
issue, and increased funding
from the state level, the distict
now has the $140,000 necessary
to fund the extra activities fall
term only.

Prior to the bond issue the
district had said there was no
money for sports and extra ac-
tivities, and that these pro-
grams would be cut. This short-
fall prompted local people to
work for creation of a county-
wide recreation district,
separate from the schools, to
provide funding for these ac-
tivities. The recreation district
has been formed, however, a
vote to provide funding for the
district was not able to be held
in time to provide money for
fall activities. Consequently the
district agreed to fund fall ac-
tivities until the recreation
district could begin collecting
taxes to be turned over to the
school district. Voters will have
to approve funding for the rec-
reation district in September.
Starr said the district could not

fund activities after the $140,
000 is used up.

Also in his budget message
Monday, Starr said, ‘‘Ballot
Measure 5, combined with the
“Oregon Legislature’s failure
to adequately fund schools in
this state, has forced the Mor-
row County School District in-
to a pattern of budget reduction
and program cuts over the past
two years.”’

Starr said that in two years
the district has reduced the
general fund budget by $745,
948, while inflation has increas-
ed by six percent. The 1994-95
budget was $602,744 lower
than the 1993-94 budget and
that year’s budget was $143,204
lower than the 1992-93 budget.
Next year’s budget will be in-
creased $89,712 over the cur-
rent year.

Starr told the audience of
board members, budget com-
mittee members, administra-
tors and two observers that the
district will continue to see a
need for budget reduction,
despite passage of a bond levy
and a projected increase in state
school funds.

The budget calls for $50,000
to be spent on food service. The
food service program is ap-
proaching self sufficiency, said
business manager Shirley Lan-
dauer, but still requires addi-
tional funds. Lunch prices will

be increased next year.

Also included is $138,000 for
bus purchases. The district ap-
proved a recommendation to
contract bus services, but it is
not certain that negotiations for
bus service will occur, so the
district is planning according-
ly. Starr said that a contract for
busing services cannot be
worked out until negotiations
with classified employees are
completed.

Kindergarten county-wide
will see a move to all day every
day classes. Kindergarten
students had previously at-
tended every other day and
before that attended half days
every day. While the district
proposed a cut of 11 full time
equivalent (FTE) teachers, it
will add 1.5 FTE at Sam Board-
man Elementary to implement
the all-day every day kinder-
garten, which will result in a
reduction of 9.5 FTE. If the
bond measure for capital con-
struction had not been approv-
ed, the district proposed a cut
of 25 FTE.

Other budgeted changes this
fall include a move to a 7-12
grade configuration at Heppner
High School and a move to a
6-8 configuration at Columbia
Junior High.

Following is a budgetary
breakdown:
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The city of Heppner opened
bids this week on a restroom
facility to be constructed at the
city park on Main Street. The
project is expected to be com-
pleted by this summer.

The restroom project will be
funded through a $20,000 grant
from Kinzua Corporation, the
former owners of the mill and
a $12,000 tax settlement with
the Union Pacific Railroad.

Monies not required for con-

struction of the restroom will be
used to help fund new play-
ground equipment at the park.
The city hopes to raise an ad-
ditional $7 to $8 thousand in
donations so they can install
two portions of the playground
equipment at the same time.
City manager Gary Marks says
that having both phases of the
playground equipment install-
ed at the same time will cost the
city less money. The play-

ground project will cost around
$19 thousand if both phases are
installed at the same time, and
around $20 thousand if they
have to purchase the two parts
separately.

Soroptimist International of
Heppner has already pledged
$1,200 for the playground pro-
ject. Marks says that he is
available to speak to clubs,
organizations and individuals
about the project.
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dicapped access, a water slide
and changing rooms, to be
located at Hager Park in Hepp-
ner. Extras in the plan, how-
ever, such as an indoor mini-
therapy pool and a meeting
room, are expected to cost an
additional $250,000. To offset
the additional costs, Kinzua

Corp., the former owners of
Kinzua Mill, has pledged
$45,000 to People for the Pool,

meeting March 29 at Arlington
City Hall. Fifty-six stockholders
and employees attended the
meeting, bank president
George Koffler announced.

A vyear-end summary was
reported showing a net income
for the bank of $605,432 in 1994
or $4.18 net income per share

required. He said that fund
raising options could include a
State Department Outdoor

equity at 15.26 percent, accor-
ding to Koffler.

Other highlights of the
meeting included announce-
ment of the opening of the
bank’s Condon branch in May,
as well as reports on the new
BEO Financial Services and
BEO Mortgage departments

February 10 meeting of the

gramming to see the effect that
concerned, committee citizens
can have in the legislative pro-
cess,”” said a Hepner TV
spokesperson. Sonja McCabe
contacted Representative Lyn
Lundquist to arrange testimony
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delegation. The committee was
so impressed with the presen-

presenting testimony were Bill
Kuhn, Molly Rill, Greg Grant,
Olivia Sagely, Tony Greenup,
Phil Spicerkuhn, Steve Dicken-
son, Doug Drake and Bob
Sagely.
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ed Tandy Technology Scholars
nominees. Burnside was nom-
inated for the Outstanding
Math/Science/Computer
Science award and Krein for
the top two percent academic
category. Each received a
certificate.

This is the sixth year that the
Tandy Technology Scholars
program has made awards to
teachers and graduating
seniors at American high
schools. Currently 15,476
public and private secondary
schools have been certified to
participate in the awards pro-
gram. That is more than 72 per-
cent of all secondary schools in
the United States.

The academic top two per-
cent of graduating seniors are
eligible to receive certificates
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