JERTETEE SITRR e T S T s s Ny S S o T

Library expands youth offerings

To mark National Library
Week, April 17 to 24 the Hepp-
ner branch of Oregon Trail
Library is opening two new col-
lections of materials: young adult
fiction and children’s
videocassettes.

‘‘Several patrons have noted a
need for reading materials for
young people in grades seven
through 12,"" said Wendell Buck,
Oregon Trail Library District.

The library is beginning to ad-
dress that need with its new
young adult fiction collection, he
said. The new books touch on
themes that today’s teens are
thinking about, from sports to
teen parenthood, from racism and
drug abuse to first love and fami-
ly relationships. Here are a few
examples from the new
collection:

*“The Brave’’ by Robert Lip-
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syte. At 17, Sonny Bear is a

heavyweight boxer. He feels the
monster of anger; he is an out-
sider both on and off his own
reservation. His uncle Jake says
the monster is really the dignified
Hawk spirit and that Sonny must
learn to control it. But Sonny runs
away to the dope wars of Times
Square. There he meets Alfred
Brooks, a former Harlem boxer,
now a cop. Brooks tries to do for
Sonny what his own trainer did
for him: give him faith in himself
and help him discover his own
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"*Crosses’’ by Shelley Stoehr.
Meeting Katie at Babylon High
School is one of the best things
that has ever happened to Nancy.
By hanging out wth the punks,
Nancy can finally shed her goody
goody image. She at last has so-
meone who accepts her as she is,
something her parents can’t seem
to do even when they're sober.
But even with Katie's friendship,
Nancy still can’t keep her life
under control. Things just keep
getting worse, and no amount of
drugs or self mutilation seems to
help.

hilarious - legend of how the
famous Irish hero Finn McCoul
and his clever wife Conagh defeat
the brutish giant Cucullin once
and for all.

“*Ramona: New Pajama'’ by
Beverly Cleary. This live action
adaptation of one of the stories
from an award winning Oregon
author stars eight-year old
Ramona Quimby, for whom
nothing ever seems to go quite
right. It provides a delightful in-
troduction to Beverly Cleary's
Ramona books.

**Pecos Bill'" Robin Williams

the sheer nonsensical fun of the
story.

**Owl TV"" This program con-
tains a segment on why scientists
tag polar bears in the arctic, an
interview with a friendly lemur,
and an explanation of how the
human heart works.

In addition to the two new col-
lections, the library has about 40
new non-fiction books for
children including several from
the popular Eyewitness series.
“It's very exciting to see the
steady stream of new materials
begin to come into the library.
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