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Weed Control District focusing on IPM strategies
What is IPM?
IPM stands for Intergrated Pest 

Management. It is the theory of 
combining several different methods 
or strategies to combat a given pest. 
IPM can be divided into five main 
categories or methods of control: 
Prevention, Biological, Cultural. 
Mechanical and Chemical

The Morrow County Noxious 
Weed Control District is trying to 
implement all of these methods in 
one form or another into its work 
plan. The idea being that no one 
method will solve any weed problem 
but if several methods are employed 
then the chances for success will be 
greatly increased.

Prevention, the first of these 
methods, is the most important 
strategy and if faithfully adhered to 
is the cheapest Prevention involves 
being able to identify new invaders 
and prevent them from becoming 
established. For the weed control 
district, prevention also includes 
public education as well as enforce­
ment of the state and county weed 
laws.

The next method, biological con­
trol. involves the management of 
animals, insects and other organisms 
to feed upon or otherwise reduce the 
weeds ability to reproduce While 
biological controls may be slow to 
establish, several success stories 
such as the tansy ragwort flea bee­
tle and cinabar moth make this

method one worth pursuing. The 
most notable success story in Mor­
row County has been the defoliating 
moth (Agonopterix alstroemeriana) 
which attacks poison hemlock. Other 
biological controls have been 
distributed in Morrow County to 
work on weeds such as St 
Johnswort, diffuse knapweed, 
yellow starthistle and Canada thistle 
Cultural control involves numerous 
components to minimize the impact 
of weeds. One such component is the 
idea of competitive plantings. Grass 
seeding (hydroseeding) roadsides 
following construction work is one 
such method being used by the Weed 
District in order to establish grass in 
areas which would otherwise be fill­
ed in by weeds such as kochia and 
Russian thistle.

Mechanical or manual methods 
are also control weeds Hand pull­
ing and hoeing are used in the 
Umatilla National Forest to help 
control tansy ragwort and diffuse 
knapweed found mostly along 
roadsides.

The last of the IPM methods and 
probably the most widely used in­
volves the use of herbicides. While 
this method often seems to be the 
most effective, it should be used in 
conjunction with other methods 
mentioned to increase overall effec­
tiveness and hopefully reduce the 
dependence on chemicals for the 
future

While IPM is not a new concept 
is should be looked at and used by 
more landowners and operators. 
With the increasing loss of her- 
vicides due to environmental con­
cerns it makes sense to start an IPM 
program now. Keep in mind while 
developing your own 1PM program 
that no one method should be used 
by itself. By incorporating several 
methods, weed control effectiveness 
will be greatly increased and long­
term costs reduced.

MSWCD’s 
mission to 
conserve and 
protect

The mission and purpose of the 
Morrow Soil and Water Conserva­
tion District is to conserve, protect 
and develop soil and water 
resources, to provide for sustained 
use of natural resources and to assist 
and cooperate in the conservation, 
protection and development of all 
natural resources of Morrow Coun­
ty for the economic and environmen­
tal benefit of the people of the coun­
ty. Current resource inventories will 
be used within the district.
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GREEN FEED & SEED a
•Garden & • Woodstoves ®
Landscaping Supplies *Pet Food ¡¡J 
•Horse Gear *Vet Supplies Z
•Custom Leather Work & 
Repairs

m m

“C-Hwy 207 Heppner 676'9422 "
« GREEN FEED & SEED •

METAL ROOFING & SIDING
Manufactured in La Grande 

Buy Direct and Save 
WE ALSO OFFER:

• Complete material packages on pole buildings
• Carports, barns, garages, shops, arenas & more

• Licensed & bonded contractors to erect your
buildings • Free estimates

Local Calls 
(503) 963-5124

10213 N. McAlister Road 
Island City, La Grande, OR

Out of Area
1-800-359-1562
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-Lawn & Garden-Power Equipment-Chain Saws-Tires-Housewares-Pet Supplies ,-Hardware-Plumbing-Electrical-Lawn
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Morrow County Grain Growers
Serving Morrow County for Over 50 Years 

•Auto & Farm Tires •Chemicals & Fertilizers 
•Hardware Store «Propane «Fuel & Petroleum 
•Farm Equipment Dealer «Irrigation/Pump »Grain 

•Full Service Auto & Farm Equipment Shop
Wasco Branch 

442-5781 
1-800-824-7185 

4th & Clark St.
Wasco, OR 97065
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L Norrow County 939-8221 
il Grain Growers«

P.O. Box 367 M

M.C.C.t.

Phone 989-8221 1 800-452 7396
J LEXINGTON, OREGON 97839
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