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Wayward 
Walleye 

Discovered in 
Inland Eastern 

Oregon

In Mark Itagiit
Anglers who fish Phillips Reservoir 

in western Baker County this summer 
could be in for quite a surprise if a 
mysterious newcomer there grabs the 
offering at the end of their lines.

“ Shocked”  was the emotion 
reportedly exhibited by Oregon Depart­
ment of Fish and Wildlife officials 
when they discovered an 18-inch 
walleye in their nets after conducting 
a gillnet fish-sampling operation at the 
reservoir last month.

“ It really surprised us,” said ODFW 
district fish biologist Duane West of La Grande. "W e never even noticed 
it until we got back to the office and started picking the nets and saw it 
laying on the floor.”

West said the walleye had been illegally introduced into the reservoir 
several years ago. apparently as part of a shipment of fingerlings purchas­
ed and air freighted from the eastern U S. by a private party. This and 
other information was uncovered as the result of an ongoing investigation 
of the incident by ODFW and the Oregon State Police. As of this writing, 
no arrests or citations have been issued.

"The handwriting is on the wail, said Piiii Simonski. a Baker-area 
fishing guide and tackle dealer. “ It just goes to show you how much the 
interest in warm water fishing over the past several years has outgrown 
the opportunity.”

West said he doubted if the fishery at Phillips would be negatively im­
pacted if the walleye were to gain a strong foothold there, but worried 
that some of the fish might escape the impoundment and eventually enter 
the Snake River system by traveling down the Powder River and into 
Brownlee Reservoir.

“ We’ve got a real high population of rough fish in there (Phillips) 
anyway, which-1 don’t know, walleye may work on that all right,” West 
allowed. “ Like I said, it probably isn’t going to do too much harm in 
Phillips, as long as they stay there, but what we’re concerned about is 
that they aren’t going to stay. Where they are a bottom-oriented, light- 
sensitive fish, they’re going to be in the deeper water, so there’s a good 
possibility they could get out through the outlet.”

The walleye, so named for its oversized, iridescent-looking eyes, is a 
large, toothy member of the perch family, favored originally by anglers 
from the Midwest to the East Coast for the sporting opportunities and un­
paralleled table fare they provide.

Walleyes first began pleasing Northwest anglers several years ago when 
the fish began spreading through the Columbia River system and escalating 
into what is now a world-renowned trophy fishery.

When walleyes first began to show on the Columbia in significant 
numbers, area fisheries biologists became understandably apprehensive as 
to the effect the large predators might have on the survival of migrating 
steelhead and salmon smolts. Several studies have since shown that while 
anadromous smolts tend to migrate in the upper column of water, walleyes 
prefer to inhabit greater depths and feed heavily on the northern squawfish- 
-a problem rough fish of the Columbia and the number-one predator of 
young smolts. Indeed, many studies have suggested that the walleyes there 
haven’t bothered the salmonids as much as they've benefitted them.

"It depends on what studies you read,”  West said. “ I’ve read some 
that said they did and others that said they didn’t .”

Despite the romance of having such warmwater “ exotics” as walleye 
in eastern Oregon's inland waters, anglers should never condone the il­
legal release of fish into public waters. Aside from the legal implications, 
widespread disease and gross forage imbalances are just a sampling of the 
problems that often occur from selfish, “ midnight” introductions.

Department officials would doubtless be interested in hearing of other 
walleye taken from Phillips Reservoir. If you get hold of one, contact 
ODFW Fisheries Division at 963-2138.

EOSC graduates receive diplomas
Three hundred and fifty Eastern 

Oregon State College graduates 
received their diplomas Friday, June 
8, at the 61st annual spring com­
mencement program.

Gary Johnston, a member of the 
Oregon State Board of Higher 
Education, addressed an overflow 
crowd at Quinn Coliseum.

Area graduates include: 
Boardman: Loretta K. Phillips. BS 

business economics; Marsha J. Rich­
mond, BA general studies;

Heppner: Jack P. Estberg, BS 
business economics; Keith A.

Kenison. BS psychology; Wanda M. 
Riley, BA education; BA music, BA 
general studies;

Irrigon: Ramona L. Franke, BS 
business economics; Karleen Ivie 
Sykes, Trueax, BS Education; and 

Lexington: Marion D. McMillan. 
BS business economics.

OIT lists 
honor roll

The following students have been 
included with 284 students on the 
spring quarter Dean's list at Oregon 
Institute of Technology. Inclusion on 
the list required that a student attain 
at least 3.30 grade point average out 
of a possible 4.

Jeffry Ball, lone, electronics 
engineering technology;

Michael Bergstrom, Heppner, 
diesel power technology; and

Joe Jemmett, Lexington, elec­
tronics engineering technology.

Lamb judges 
training program 
June 21

A market lamb judges’ training 
program is scheduled June 21 at the 
Junior Pacific-International 
Livestock Exposition in Hillsboro, 
according to Tom Hill, Oregon State 
University instructor in animal 
science.

The judges’ training begins at 
12:30 p.m. The program is spon­
sored by the OSU animal science 
department and the OSU Extension
Service.

Participants will practice judging 
classes of market lambs, then com­
pare their placings with both findings 
of an industry panel of judges and 
carcass data. Hill said. They also 
will hear a discussion of what the in­
dustry is looking for from the point- 
of-view of the producer, feeder and 
packer.

Dan Gee, South Dakota State 
University sheep specialist, will be 
the featured speaker during the 
clinic.

There is no registration fee for the 
training program but participants 
may purchase an information packet 
for $3, Hill said. The clinic is 
designed for market lamb judges, 
persons thinking of becoming 
judges, 4-H leaders and Future 
Farmers of America advisors.

The clinic, endorsed by the 
Oregon Fairs Association and the 
Oregon Sheep Growers Association, 
will end at 4:30 p.m. More informa­
tion is available from Hill, 
737-1895, or from Jim Thompson, 
Extension sheep specialist, 
737-1908.

Creative arts 
and crafts 
to meet

The Morrow County Creative 
Arts and Crafts group will meet June 
25 at 6:30 p.m. at Kates Pizza for 
a no-host dinner. The meeting will 
follow at 7 p.m.

The demonstration for the month 
has been cancelled. Club members 
are being asked to bring a project 
they’ve been working on to share 
with the group.

•"Bench Grinder Grade school begins reading program

Hit A High Note 
WithThus Rate.
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676-9123 148 E. Center Heppner Because there arc no 
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A summer reading program spon­
sored by the Heppner Elementary 
School will be held at the school 
library on Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. 
and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 
noon through August 20, with the 
exception of July 4.

The program, supervised by Sue 
Jones, will include activities, tapes 
and a different story each time. 
There is also time for children to 
read and check out books.

There are no fees for the program 
and any school age child may attend.

We Stand Behind Our Motto

YOU CANT BEAT OUR DEAL
Find A Better Price • We'll Match It

SHERRELL CHEVROLET
PO BOX 209 HERMISTON.OR. 97838 567-6487

Low Prices & Quality Service For Over 40 Years

with or without a parent.
The summer reading program is in 

conjunction with the governor’s 
reading program in which children 
may receive a certificate from the 
governor if they read 10 books. 
Also, for each book read, a child 
may add a section to the caterpillar 
on the library wall. Mrs. Jones says 
that she hopes to see the caterpillar 
grow and will extend the caterpillar 
out the door and down the hall if 
necessary.

Golf Results
A total of 39 people participated 

in the Willow Creek Country Club 
family playday and barbecue on Sun­
day, June 17. A three-club team 
scramble format was played with the 
following results:

Low gross: Roger and Carol 
Williams and Alan, Debbie and 
Keith Scott team, 28; second low 
gross: a tie between Way land and 
Pat Hyatt/Earl and Peggy Fishburn 
and Floyd and I-orena Jones/Gerald 
and Harriet Pierson, 29.

Low net: team of Ed and Marilee 
Hiemstra and Gene and Luvilla 
Sonstegard. 15; second low net: a tie 
between teams Mike and Cindi 
Doherty/Earl and Carol Norris and 
Howard and Helen Gilliam/Mike 
and Lorrie Smith and Jim and Cam 
Wishart. 16.

K.P: Peggy Fishburn and Howard 
Bryant.

The next barbecue playday will be 
Wednesday. July 4 at 3 p.m.

%8.00
Our 6-month CD rate sounds great. 

And if you come into any Benj. Franklin 
between now and June 29, you can enter 
to win a compact disc or disc player.
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