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State Forest protects Oregon with 
use of Lightning Detection System
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Lightning is one of mother 
nature's most powerful destructive 
forces. It is responsible for hundreds 
of forest fires in Oregon each sum 
mer. destroying valuable resources 
Lightning causes an average of one 
third or 300 of the total number ol 
wildfires annually on state protected 
forest lands in Oregon 

To combat the lightning the State 
Forestry has developed a lightning
detection system to help attack and 
control lightning-caused fires that 
are small and further reduce fire sup­
pression costs

The Automated Lightning Detec 
lion Systems (AI DS) was initialed 
in I*>KA and has provided the Depart 
meni of Forestry valuable detailed 
information on lovation ot individual 
lightning strikes accurately to several 
hundred feet

Fight remnte lightning sensors arc 
strategically located throughout 
Oregon and Washington fhese sen 
sors detect 99*7 ot cloud to ground 
lightning strikes by the electric 
charge generated during lightning 
activity
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LEXINGTON LUMBER MACHINE SHOP
• Spray welding for worn bearings 

& seal surfaces
• Hard facing
• Fly wheels
• Brake drums and rotors
• All types of machine work

989-8586 Lexington, Oregon
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ransmitted to the National In 
cragcncy Fire Center (MFC) in 
“ioise. Idaho, where it is plotted, 
worded, and displayed on computer 
crminals in land management agen 

tics across the Pacific NW, m 
eluding Department of Forestry of 
flees in Salem. Prineville and 
laikeview

This entire process from lightning 
strike to geographic positions on (he 
crvmputer display lakes less than I

P*l
<q*-
100

VI *  t  » -

.ES
second

Slate f orestry personnel believe 
Al DS has saved time and money as 
it has helped us locate tires quickly
Al.DS provides as much as 2 3
hours lead time which can make a 
difference in gearing up tor a lire 

When a lightning storm moves 
through an area. A1 DS narrows the 
field of vision for detection as it 
shows which areas were hit and 
which were not f ire managers can

streamline their detection efforts by 
scheduling observation Mights only 
tor those areas

The system also allows depart­
ment tire managers to pre position 
equipment based on the track of the 
storm, both from statewide and a 
local perspective

Al.DS is considered the single 
most productive fire prevention 
method used bv the Oregon State 
Forestry

CONSERVATION
IS OUR BUSINESS

We Build:
TERRACES - DIVERSION DITCHES 

RESERVOIRS - LEVELING -
EARTH WORK

We specialize in water control.
O.J KEMMERER, 
CONTRACTOR

Rt. 1 Box 110-A 
Cove, OR 97824
1- 503- 568-4592
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