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depleted where will the people, that
now make their living from it, go?
How will they provide for theu
families, schools, communities?’
Most large businesses are diver
sified, so that if one entity 1s lost or
becomes less profitable, they can
move on, with very little loss
Heppner as | see it has
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Oregon’s lottery profits have been
carmarked for economic development
. Somehow much of the money has been
4 funneled off to finance other things
. such as prisons and convention centers
around the state. My imagmation needs
) a pretty g stretch to reach that far, but
! that's the way it is
Fortunately, not all the money has
gone to build more governmental in
frastructure. A sizable chunk has been
assigned to ""Regional Economig
Development Strategies That's a By Ed
program whereby lottery money 15 .
allocated to groups of counties (the
Region) to fund projects within a locally determuned strategy
Morrow and Umatilla Counties have formed a region and have adopted
A a development strategy that targets the agnculture industry with emp
' on those industries that add value to our own agncultural produ
We are now in the second biennium of this program. The
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As | see it, those efforts are important in the area’s future econom
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