i T S Area rancher says fumigant involved

42 4 i 300 sheep die in Walla Walla Co.
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e 1 SENE o R 97401 Arca sheep .!Jnnh&‘l William Rull ness of breath and a hlﬂp’ in has IL":-n And we know | dudn’'t have
- o ’ lost nearly $30,000 when 300 sheep from the knees down anvthing to do with After he was
died in the space of five minutes near Rill believes that he and his sheep  admutted to the hospital he was put
Pasco, Wa., Tuesday, Nov. 21 were exposed to a fumigant, Telone  on a heart monitor and placed under
Rill, 45, who has been a sheep 1. The fumigant was being used as  observation overnight. His blood
rancher for 20 years, says that the a pesticide to prepare ground for  levels must be monitored four days
miial finding of his veteninarian seeding potatoes in a circle near His wife, Sandi, savs that he has
Carl Wisse of the Double Arrow where his sheep were pastured become more congested the past two
Vetennary Chimic 1in Pasco, 1s that lelone, commonly used in potato  days. They are not sure about the
the sheep died of respiratory farlure grape and tomato fields, 1s a soil  long term effects of exposure to the
Autopsies on the amimals are fumugant that controls nematodes vhenucal, but say that there 15 no an
pending worm hike oganisms that attack plant tidote and that exposure might in
Rill saud that around 8 30 the mor roots clude damage to the liver and
ung of Nov. 21, he had brought in he hiquid pesticide 1s mechanical kKidneys. Rill's herder, was also kept
around 300 sheep to unload 1n a cor ly injected a foot into the soil, which — overnight for observation. Rill says
ral near Burbank, WA . outside is then packed by a roller to keep the  the game warden who came on the
Pusco. 1 30 sheep were already cor fumes from escaping scene is also having health problems
ralled there, s0 he mixed the two Nine other sheep had died on Now Rill spent two davs after
groups together. When Rill began 19 where the fumigant had been ap Thanksgiving cleaming up carcasses
moving around 300 of the sheep plied about 1 Y2 mules from the cor Betore | could clean up, | had to
trom the corral 1o another area about ral, but Rill had been on Mt 5t find out from the Walla Walla Coun
- W miles away, around 10 a.m Helens with another herd and was ty Health Dept. what to do with
l hl' ”t'pl)llt‘l‘ Morrow CUUnry.S Home- Owned ﬂeﬂplpﬂ sheep *'began dropping in the space not aware of the deaths or of the ap-  them. | had 1o bury them in a trench,
{ three to five minutes. ' savs Rill plication. “'If I'd known, | wouldn't  put lime on them and cover them
After about 100 went down | have taken the sheep up there,”” he  with three feet of dint. " He says the
wight 1'd better get out of there, "’ sand farmer he leased the land from
ard Rill *So | ran. But after awhale According to Rill, the supplier of  helped with the clean up
| thought ‘nobody's going to believe the fumigant, McGregor has called Sandi didn 't learn of the deaths of
thi w0 1 went back in."' in & team ol veterinary \pt‘u..l.‘.ht\ the sheep unti! the evening of Nov
A game warden who happened to trom Washington State Unmiversity 21 when thewr son, Dean, called
be in the area came across Rill and He says that the Washington State
helped him get to a telephone. Rill Departments of Health and  from Hermuston to tell her the news
sitid he then called the shent! and the Agrculture are "l“"“""'“P""“”."‘r' e coupice has no insurance Lo cover
- brand inspector. Rill himself became deaths, but as far as he knows the  the
ill that evening and was admitted to Environmental Protection Agency 1s It really put things into perspec
Grond \!-(-i\r-‘-.[d ”""i'”"l in Het not involved yet ty and Sandi It's not only the
ston around 8 p.m . complaining ""We know the sheep didn’t die of  loss of the sheep, but human life as

imes of headache. a swollen throst. short y contagious discase.'’ said Rill.  well
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