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Evaluate ballot measures

Given the recent state of affairs in Morrow County, and the
fact we have just gone through a gut wrenching teacher’s strike,
is there any way (o judge voter reaction to the upcoming elec
tion next Tuesday? The strike has left a bitter taste in many
people’s mouths, and whether that bitterness will spill over to
the ballot next Tuesday is yet to be seen

Strictly speaking the strike and next Tuesday's ballot measures
have absolutely nothing in common. The Port of Morrow 1s
seeking a general obligation bond to finance improvements. The
county is asking for an operating levy with a modest 5.5 per
cent increase over last year. And the medical fund 1s looking
for a levy which is about equal

Do these measures have anything in common with the re
cent troubles in our school system? The answer, of course, 18
yes and no, Yes because people may be fed up with govern
ment and all that resembles government, causing a backlash
of no votes in next week's election. And of course the answer
is no, because the three measures having nothing to do with
the school system

The Port’s general obligation bond will allow for develop
ment and utility reductions on port property that will greatly
affect the future economic well being of our county. The county
must have money to operate, and provide us with the services
we all want, but usually don't want to pay for. And the medical
fund will pay for medical services that are showing more pro
mise and vision than we have witnessed for quite some time

What all this has to do with the recent troubles in the school
system, is absolutely nothing

Separate evaluation of each ballot measure and a vote based
on that evaluation i1s what is called for now. Not a blanket re
jection of all that 1s [‘Il;i(rtl before us on election day
solely on the emotional upheavels of the past several months

Dawvid Svkes
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To the Ednor

Enclosed you will find a copy of
the letter of resignation that | have
written to the board of the Morrow
County School Distnict, Superinten
dent, Assistant Supenintendent, the
principal of Heppner High and the
Heppner Gazette. You may print that
letter and this letter together or just
this letter to the editor which ever 1s
best for you

I would like 1o take this space to
thank my colleagues for the support
and fnendship you have freely given
me 1n my cleven vears at H(‘pf‘h(‘f
It's been a pleasure working with
ALY

There are also those parents
students and citizens that have sup
ported myself and teachers In
general. There is no way that | or
anyone can express our thanks o you
for vour ontinued sUpport  even
funng this cnss. You have been ot
v and the reason that | have ¢

tinued teaching until now In ”:‘]‘[‘

ner \1‘ re ¢y nat nisnn Wiy
wish to disrupt the learming process
{ vour childrer The school board

has already done that by refusing to
negotiate 111 felt that | could be an
effective teacher for the remainder

of the school vear | would hasten

! 0. Unt it | know that
inder the rcumstances, | can not
I, therefore, am stepping aside to let
omeone clse have the opportunity
10 educate the student W Morrow
County

It 15 my wish that the students treat
the person who fills that position at

with high respect tor ther

Heppner

R ————

knowledge, ability and willingness to
step into a very stressful situation
and do the job
| regret that | can not talk with
cach of you personally and convey
my thanks and thought. My letter of
resignation and this letter o the
general public will have 1o suffice
Thank you again and goodbye
Sincerely
(s) Karen Mane Howe

S ———
Mr. Doyle McCaslin
Superintendent
Morrow County Public Schools
Lexington, Oregon 97819
Mr. McCaslin
This is a letter of resignation. |
hereby resign from the position of
Mathematics instructor at Heppner
High School effective immediately
Ipon your receipt of this letter
This resignation is due to the fact
that the board refuses to negotiate in
good faith with the weachers of Mor
row County. | can not work effec
hively 1n a posibon where I'm not
treated with respect or fairness
There are job opportunities available
to me where the employees are
treated with common decency . Since
the board seems unable to offer thus
me  ofr iny  of the district
employees. | am resigning

A CODY il thas

i letter 18 being

lelivered 1o the school board charr
nan to be read and acted upon at the
next board meeting, Mr. James Bier
Mr. Chuck Starr, the E O

Heppner Gazette to

and the
nsure that | an
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Sincerely

v) Karen Mane Howe

Courage and determination are to be

admired

To the Ednor

I would hike to take this opportum
v 0 express my gratmude o the
Morrow County School Board and

1}

he thirteen non-stnixing teachers

Your courage and determination are

o be admired
My appre

o hiow oard tor

lation also goes 1o our
holding firm | feel
the settlement armived at by the board
¢ the taxpayers of this county
in hive with
| truly wish someone would ex
me the reason for a two
week stnke that was ended by agree
ng to the same basic terms as wer
offered before the stnke. The respect

N trust we felt owards
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To the Editor

Heppner Chamber of Commerce
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teachers has been senously damag

ed, and ur LT ascs destroyved ]

'l Jon ¢ where there are
many hampions left teaching In
lone or any other school in Morrow
County. The letter about the many
roads traveled only confused nx
MuMe

| ha ed in Morrow ( iy all

Y I I ha no Jdesire I
iny wher Is¢ | beheve that our
hildren are lucky 1o be able Lo grow

they

up in this environment. | hope

an continue to receive a high grade
education here. They truly deserve
t and are the reason our schools are
here

(s) Mark Pointer

Lexington

vote on Port Bond

light industry, possibly value added
type, 1s recruited or indicates an in
terest 1n our county, the site needs
avarlable  Planning ahead
wrumunity healthy

Based on Morrow County 's cur

remt value I ST760.000,000, the
weasure will cost approximately 10
s per thousamnd of dluatiwon, a
good imvestment for Port of Morrow
1 rial levelopment and
provement
|T v Ou have 1 ‘1,,r‘--\[|-'l1-\
Chamber urg U o contact the
Port Comu oners and 1o visit the
Port 1o learn what an important assct
1 n Morrow ( ity
Sincerely
| Burkenbine, P
Heppner Chamber of Commerce
Cla H Manager

Things Are As
They Seem

A few weeks ago we posed a few
questions about the Port's upcoming
bond clection that we thought voters
would like answered before deciding
the 1ssues. Perhaps you will recall
could
answer them all, no public presentation

No single Commissioner

nor all the printed matenal satished our As I

cunosity. So we spent an hour at the

Port office with a couple of staffers
digging through files and records and
making calculatwons, some for the very
By Ed G n

first tume

We got the information we sought
And then we went 10 a Chamber of
Commerce mecting

There we found that things are as they seem, not as they really are. The
meeting opened with much congratulations, sighs of rehief, satistaction of
1 job well done The teachers strike was over, we could put that hittle pro

blem behind us and go on with business as usual No matter that no one
knew the terms of the settlement, it must be good and wonderful and the

absolute end of a munor little problem in life

A dnive to locate a state prison near Boardman was announced . Again,
in opportunity for an industry was knox king and the knock must be
answered The state s looking for a site (five actually, from which to
choose) for a SO0 inmate medium secunity prison which would l-'!';‘]lf\

about 175 year around, well paxd state employees. Could be a real economic

boost to the community and county we were told

Only two davs before, we had breakfast with the Governor. He
w I cheanedly endorsed our eConoOmi Jt‘-\"s-‘[‘r'.u'r\r strategy o add more
value to our agricultural crops. No mention was made in that plan to hinge

it economic future on government infrastructure such as a prison

And then we heard about the upcoming county budget election. Last

car's levy was posed as a tax base, which was turned down. But, we

were told, the defeated tax base was treated as if it passed and this year s

proposed levy i1s a mere S 5% greater This vear's levy wouldn't even re

quire a vote of last vear's tax base had I‘.l\\(‘ll we were told

In support of the increase, the great and wonderful economic recovery
if the county was extolled. Wheat prices were up a great deal over last
year. Cattle prices are now higher than anyone can remember, perhaps
higher than they have cver been. A S 5% increase must therefore be

reasonable

We came away with the distinct impression that things are not always
perhaps not even often, as they really are but rather things are as they

sem to be, or can be made to seem to be

The problems giving rise to the teachers strike are all stll there. Educa

n 1s discredited, teachers as a group are in disrepute, some [eac hers
ire gencrally considered incompetent (and they are still on the payroll)

mers are disinclined to suppont the program with money, the board 15

fearful of several vears of “'safety net’ hil\h:l.‘l\ and now, what's worse
the teaching staff 1s worse off than before and the district 1s 1n a worse
attract really good new teachers

But that's only The way they seem to be i1s ““The

position o
the way things are

can put all that behind us now and get on with business

As | see it, the urgency of knowing the real truth about the Fort bond
lection is gone. It seems fine to the Port Commussioners. It seems good
wough to be endorsed by the Chambers of Commerce and by various and

sundry organtzations and individuals

None. | believe, understand ihe way 1t is. The oniginal purpose was to

ef 1o Lamb-Weston on their sewer and water bill so they could
The General Obligation Bonds, to be paid
would pay off Revenue Bonds which Lamb-Weston

Provuie re
] L

ontinue ;":'\l'!![ emploviment

'

by the '-!';‘.Iw.!

w paying off
But when you search out the numbers you' |l find that the taxpayers will
v $74 100 every vear for 20 yvears so that Lamb Weston will save S48 000

cach vear for only the next four years. That's not the way it seems, but

that's the way it 1s
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