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_ Letters to the Editor

MCEA bargaining members makes

response to news release

To the Edunor

Recently, | was asked why Mor-
row County teachers had not
responded o Dwayne Carroll’s latest
news release regarding teacher con-
tract negotiations. My response was
that it has never been the intention
or desire of Morrow County Educa-
tion (MCEA) to
negotiate through the newspapers,
SINCe it 1s casy 1o musinterpret the in-
formation after much
consideration, | do feel that several
iems Mr. Carroll's news
release need 10 be addressed

When Mr. Carroll stated that
MCEA is “"demanding up to a 22%
(salary) increase in three years'" and
that “‘the district fully pay for all
(teacher benefits’’, he
neglected to report that on July 15,
MCEA accepted the recommenda
tions made by an impartial fact-
finder. This means that after four
months of negotianions the School
Board and teachers could not come
o an so they entered
mediation. When the state appointed

mediator was unable to settle a con
tract, a factfinder came o Morrow

County o the and
argucments of the school board and
MCEA. His red
salary and were as tollows

1) 19URR-R9

Association

However,

from

insurance)

agreement

hear evidence

ommendations for

school year: 4.5%

salary increase

2) 19RO school vear: Cost of

living increase nunus | S% with a

munimum 4 8¢ and

1%

1) 1YN9]

a maximum

s hool Cost of
bving increase, minus | S% with a
mimmum 4% and a maximum 8%

Regarding the fact
finder recommended a percentage
cap instead of the dollar cap the
Ihe fact
finder suggested the school distnict

yoar

nsuramnce

school board proposed

and teachers share the cost of in
surance premiums with the district
paying Y5% and the teachers paying
5% This recommendation 18 a
benetit that the teachers have had for

the last three years

Although the teachers accepted the
factfinder's recommendations, the
school board rejected it Whenever
one or both parties reject these
recommendations the typical pro
cedure 15 for both parties to go back
to their onginal proposals and return
to the bargaining table 1o resume
talks

It becomes apparent that by accep
ting the factfinder’s recommenda
tons Morrow County teachers are
only trying to keep current with the
cost of hiving. If the teachers were
10 accept the school board's present
offer of 2% salary increase over
three years and a dollar cap on their
insurance, their monthly net (take
home) pay would be less than it was
last year. Due to the continuing in
crease In insurance costs, this cut in
pay would only become greater with
cach year of the contract. In other
words, the teachers in Mormow
County would carn less money ecach
year of the contract

Another comment Mr. Carroll
made was regarding the teachers
previously salary increases. Perhaps
he needs to be reminded why the
most recent contract provided
“"handsome raises’’ to the teachers
When the base salary increased less
than 3% over the 198285 school
years, Morrow County became the
third lowest pmd school distnict in
Oregon. The School Board appros
ed ""handsome raises’” in 198588
o attract and mamntain  qualiy
educators in the distnict and 1o bring
teachers salaries up to the
average

After 15 months of negotiating the
teachers of Morrow County are not
“demanding”’ salary increases up o
22% nor full payment of their in
surance. They are, however, deman
ding that the school board meet with
them and bargain in good fath

Sincerely

state

(s) Carol Fath-Peterson

Speech Clhinician

Mormow County Education Associa
tion Bargammg Team Member

Boardman resident has idea for relief of

boredom
To the Eduitor
I'm a resident in Boardman. And
along with many other people, we all
feel bored. The reason for thas s we
have nothing to do. No place to go
I am not totally telling the truth
We do have a Peetsa Corner
ple food mans, four gas stations the

a conl

main Sentry store, Chnisti's Floral
Shop and the Holy Roller’s
that's too small. There 1s one other
alled Rat Stomping, but that's

but

thing «
pretty gruesome
1 also

students

the
return home

\.[N'Jk for \I’”('P‘t'
When they
from college, they 're pretty bored
sfter visiting and all. 1, for example
sisters. Jennifer Beth, 19
and Lisa, 18 They both have the
virus of Boardman-ltus. So they had

travel 25 miles, to Hermuston, to

have two

shop. Lhat s a waste ol money and
gas to travel

I understand we don't have a lot
of money

save up, then use the money to put

But what if we were o

theater, or
I'hen there would be
the

in a public pool com
munity center
a new business for town and
young people. That would keep peo
ple in Boardman, instead of travel
ing a long way to other towns and
ciies wasting money . It would also
give young people something to de

| really think my wdea might be
good for Irngon oo, But it seems
that they have a lot of things on hand
already so”?
Well | think I've sad my

Thank vou

mind
YW
Cordially yours

(s) Laura L. Jurney

Going

Stwt - "I

Havoli

COAST TO COAST
BACKWARD

While oil prices are going UP at
other stores
Our Oil Prices Are

New Everyday Prices

Pennzoil - Castrol - Quaker State
towt - Multi wt '1.34

Your Source for Best 0il Prices

Down

Multiwt - "124

i

Are Morrow County’s kids **worth it*’?

To the Edutor

The teachers and school board of
the Morrow County School district
have been in negotiations for the past
year. | have always understood
“negotiating’” to mean that both
sides give and take so that an agree
ment may be reached

This has not been the case. One
unsettled issue 18 the salary. The
school board sull 1s suung on s
same offer, zero percent the first
year. The teachers did begin asking
for a seven percenl increase, but
since that offer made a couple pro
posals with lower increases. Al the
present time they have accepted a
repont done by the Factfinder. The
Factfinder 1s a party from outside
both groups that 1s appointed by the
state 1o study the economuc situation
of the area and surrounding school
districts to ““find"’ a reasonable
offer

Il am not sure if the [‘Uhll\ or
residents of Morrow County are
aware of the situation the teachers
are in at this poant. They have staned
the school year and completed the
sccond quarner, sull with no con
tract. The school board has only sad
that it has the
pay. (The Factfinder did state in his
report, that money in the school
distnict s for a salary
INCrease . )

What is the school board saying to
Morrow County, that the teachers
are “‘not worth it”"? Evidently, but
if we have teachers for the students
the school board 1s then saying the
students of Morrow County are not

worth ot | think they are worth
it. Call your school board members
and ask about ut

uI'.\hlulf'lFﬂl.'\\ o

avarlable

Sincerely
(s) Kathleen Daniclson
Boardman

Tired of being a ‘watchdog’

To the Edntor

We, neighbors and pet lovers
think it's high time for people who
think they are pet lovers to unders
tand something

Letting your animals run wild to
kill, breed and spread discase, you
have a lot 1o learn

You're not doing them any favors

There are alot of people around

town getting tired of being a watch

dog. even while their pets are on

leashes

of being pooper scoopers. |1

want your neighbors to be friends

don’t let your tramps hun other peo
ple and their “'best fnends

Could be fniends about town

Gay & Jer Davis

HL';‘prlr:l

They are also getung tired

Vil

Students deserve the best education

possible

To the Ednor

In a recent aricle
ty School Board Chairman Dwayne
Carroll was guoted as saying that
teachers deserve a good salary. |f
that 1s truly Mr. Carroll’s opimion
then why is the school board offer
ing the teachers less take-home pay
than last year” Surely Mr. Carroll 15
aware that many teachers do not get
incremental raises based on teaching
expenience. In fact the teachers who
have served the longest in Morrow
County get no incremental
Ihat coupled with the board’s offer
of a4 0% pay increase and the board s
intention o cap insurance benefits o
last vear's dollar amount would
result in less take-home pay for these
teuchers

I'he article also stated that negotia
tions were at an impasse. Isn't that
because the board's offer for salary
and insurance 18 no better now than
it was hfteen months
negotiations began? My dictonary
tells me that negotiation is bargain

Morrow Coun

raisc

ago when

Obituary
Wilbert ‘Buck’ Lane

Funeral services for Wilbenn W
“Buck’" Lane, B0 of Pendleton were
Tuesday, January 17 at Burms Mor
tuary Chapel in Pendleton. Interment
Cemetery in

lollowed at Olney
Pendleton

Lane died Jan. 12 at Delamaner
Care Center in Pendleton

Lane was born Sept. 22, 1908, in
Goodnch, Idaho, the son of Wilham
R. and Ethel Woods Lane

Before moving to Pendleton three
vears ago he lived in Milon
Freewater for 20 vears and had Ly
ed in Heppner for 15 years before
moving to Milton-Freewater

He was a member of the Episcopal
Church

Survivors include two
Mema M. Bomifer of Pendleton and
Leola F. Bailey of Klamath Falls; a
son, Orville William Lane of Walla
Walla, eight step-children
Amold Ross Lane of Crescent

i

grandchildren and

daughters

a brother
cigemt
sCvVeral
step-grandchildren

He was preceeded in death by one
brother, Llovd Lane

Burms Mortuary of Pendleton was

in charge of arrangements

HJHS Update
Jenny Krein
Student Body Secretary
Our canned food drive that was in
IDecember
Thanks 1o all

helped in giving We bn

Was a greal sucoess

the community that

wight 1n over
Mrs. Carlson

} grade ) won the mpet

H‘l"“ butlding. M1

Sheirbon ' s class won the

anned goods

V&)
lass ( 8t}
tion in the Jr
II| -I...-r.t"
classes gt an ice
the Bowling Alley
o have

fraisers before the

building, both
cd ne fron
fun

going nmuyre

ncxl vear

EDUCATION  TRAMNING

CALL ANYTIME
1 800 312 7384

B Wed | Aerawt )
aperm (vepw 4
I et I
e ] -—ve

ing with a view toward reaching an
agreement. Why do | get the feeling
that after fifteen months, the board
1Is not really trving o reach an
agreement’

Mr Carroll 1s niot mparng ap

sles 1o apples when he compares
|

teachers salanes to the « O

climate of the county. Depressed

agncultural and tmber prices are the
result of a supply and

The result of underpmd

demand

CCONOMmy

teachers will be undereducated
students

As a farmer myself. 1 know that
my income 1s tied to a supply-and
demand economy Some VCAars
prices are up and some vears they
are down. But | also know that the
children of Mormow County must

continue to receive the best ™ wathle

education. So, Mr. Carroll, | agree
with vou that teachers do deserve a
good salary. When are you going to
make them a decent offer”?

Doy Fritz

Baardman

4-H News,_

\;:r -\“lh:n. Rl'.|m;1t'l‘- (

The Seven Super  Sewers  met
Thursday January 12 at St
Willlam's Catholic Church. W
discussed our next project which
sweat pants. We will be in Pendleton
Woolen Mulls for our next field tryg

We elected the Tollowing officer
Presadent, Jory Crowell; vice pres
demt Kelly Morgan second
pre sident, Randy Scou Lary
Jacob Tavlor, treasurer Mard
Orem, recorder Steve Aller

Justice Court
Report

_1_".\. .'_,-.:_. L |

wurthouse annex report

L

e A

‘Tis A
Nightmare

I had a nightmare the other night, a
real cold-sweat sit-up-in-bed
nightmare. | don’t often remember
mightmares and rarely do they bring me
up with a start. | don't even have
dreams often. But this one was so real
| feel compelled to share it

| dreamnt of signs saying “‘Unfair, ™
“Children’s Future At Risk,”" ""Equi
ty o Educators. " Lines of picketers
blocked at the doorways to every
school in the county as dozens of school
children and their anuvious parents
watched

Everything was orderly until the
charter busses of substitutes rolled in
respected, professional educators turn
ing names and throwing rocks

SLE 1T

i By Ed Glenn
Then | saw well-educated, highly |
into animals yelling slogans, call-

he schools were opened, fewer than half of the students showed up
A meeting of parents turned into a shouting match, fists flew, the cops
came and in the end long-time fniendships were severed and families

divided

As the davs wore on, more and more students returned to school
striking teachers began to mal out resumes
drunks and fakes from the ranks of the

weed out the child molesters
substitutes

The
The school board began 1o

By spning. the best of the strikers and substitutes as well had found jobs

clsewhere

The worst of the strikers stayed on working odd jobs to feed

their famihies. The school budget went down to resounding defeat because

enough new ‘'m0’ voters would now

remained

overwhelm what few supporters

In the fall, a decertification election removed the old teachers umon and
the new umon quickly signed with the board for a zero wage increase

Every teacher who could, got a job somewhere else

Those who could

not, stayed. Budget constraints forced elimination of many positions and
classrooms filled far beyond even the best teacher’s ability to be effective
Not one of the high schools in the county won a football game that fall
A board recall petiion prevailed and a majonty of them turned out. A
subsequent election brought in a bunch of militants, themselves so divid
ed and so full of hate, the supenintendent and many of the school prin

cipals resigned

My son flunked out of college, my daughter got pregnant and dropped

out her sophomore year and my wife commutted suicide

woke up

Hospital Report

Pioncer Memonal Hospital in
Heppner admiting and
discharging the following patients
durning the past week

Edith Cnist, Heppner-admitted
Dec. 28, discharged Jan. 3;

Robert Schultz, Heppner-admutted
Dec. 30, discharged Jan. |,

Margaret Murray-admutted Jan. 2,
discharged Jan. §

Erma Hams, lone-admutted Jan. 5,
discharged Jan. 6

Laura Panis-admutted
discharged Jan. 6

Betie Doherty

reporis

Jan. §

Heppner-admitted

Jan 9, discharged Jan. 11
Quinn  Peck-admitted Jan. 10 |
discharged Jan 11 |

Patients still receiving care as of
press ime were

Donald Chase-admatted Jan. 2

Donna Papineau, Lexington
admunted Jan. 4

Sherrie Mahoney Heppner
admutted Jan 10

Jan Patty Howe-admutted

Bud Richards-adnmutted Jan. 11
ad

Charlotte Gray, Heppner-adnutted

Var 11

Wil

Heppner

Patients discharged
llene Laughhin

discharged Jan. 9

Tax help at
Neighborhood
Center

lax consultamts tor the clderly

w income and handicapped will be

it the Newghborhood center Tuesday
Wednesday and Thursday January
Y Sand 26 from 9 a until 1.
B and | ipn
F i I"‘F.' ‘.rI L l 1'
r S04

That's when |

"Why am I
smiling?"

Not o long ago, | could
hear others, but |
stand what they were saying

Then my Heanng Health
Professional tested me and said |
was suffening from Nerve
Deafness, a type of hearing
loss that affects millions of
people

He also wld me there is a
new heanng technology that
could help me: the Argosy

{ £

canal heanng md. So uny, vou

widn't under

probably can't see that I'm wear
ing it nght now!
lake my advice and stant

enjoying the benefits of better

heanng. Call your Heaning
Health Professional woday for a
complete heanng test and eval
uation

For more information,

please contact:
’
g Ruwd s
Hearing Ald Service
In Heppner On
Thursday. Jan. 26th
WWam tol1pm
AT GONTY'S

136 North Gale
FOR APPOINTMENT CALL

676-9264 or 276-3155 collect

Turkey
Hindquarters
30
QI
Pork

Chops
$929

tive ¥

Macaroni &

Cheese Dinner

2rer 00

Court Street Market
CHECK OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
| WHERE YOUR DOLLAR MAKES MORE CENTS

1 Ib. Bag

(Carrots

hesrr

Tomatoes

I.emons

('ube Steak
Margarine 1 v wb
Western Family
Mavonaise 12
Fravurn

Cream Cheese s o;

v Soft

F.I".I."}

Ty Lrodxer

(':l.kl' Mixes

Prices good Jan

20
59°.
S for ”‘
$939
wes O9°.
TEL
89°.

19th - 23rd

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK - 7AM - 6P M

N Coun

b

Court Street Market

Heppner

676-9643




