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Bill Broderick

Bob Adleman SCS District Conservationist discusses conser 
vaton compliance at multi agency workshop

Conservation Big 
Part of FSA

The Food Security Act of 1985 <FSA'85), otherwise known 
js  the Farm Bill, has many provisions impa« ting farmers in 
M orrow County There is a sodhuster provision, a tonserva 
lion reserve program (C KF*) provision, a conservation com ­
pliance provision, and others Conservation compliance is 
the provision that anyone w ho farms highly erodible land 
( H t l )  must deal with

Conservation compliance means farmers of MEL land must 
reduct erosion to a level acceptable by the Soil Conserva­
tion Service in order to receive farm program benefits In ad­
dition, they must have an approved c onservation plan in ef­
fect which describes the practices necessary to control their 
erosion

In an effort to help producers understand and respond to 
the conservation compliance provision, Extension worked 
with the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) and the Agrtc ultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS) here to 
develop a series of twelve workshops Morrow County was 
the first in the state to d e v  ribe the needed conservation plan 
in these workshops

The workshops provided producers with H E l determina­
tions on their land and d e vrib e  the process by which those 
determinations were made They explained the role of each 
agency, and described the process of writing a conservation 
plan, something each producer needed to do individually

As a result. M orrow  County is on target in it's goal to have 
a conservation plan for all producers with H E l land by 1990.

Lambing School Held
Morrow and Umatilla < i iuntic*s f xtension serv n e sponsored 

the second Annual lam bing School thru Oregon State 
University Or D on Hansen ( )Sl f xtension Veterinarian, 
Kandy Mills, Umatilla County livestock agent and Bill 
Broderick, Morrow County f xtension agent |oined together 
to provide c lasses and materials tor the Lambing School 
partu ijMnts

The lambing sc hool c overed obstetric s, nutrition, diseases,

drop |>en and general management.
The s< tic M >1 has I wen well ree levee! in the* c ountic**. meeting 

the- maximum limit of jurtu i(Mnts l>oth years the sc hool has 
^un Next year it Itxiks like the sc hool is t>ookfd tuli again 

The school is held earh year at Henry and Skye- Krebs 
Kane h, lone The- Krebs, along with their hired hands, arc* 
a very valuable (»art ot the* lambing sc hool Mue h apprec i.i 
lion is extended to the Krebs

Beef Referendum 
Vote Near

Voting on the Beet Referendum will Ik - held on May 10. 
at O S U  Extension offic es in Heppner and Irrigon The results 
of the voting will determine the future of the Bc>ef Promo­
tion and Research Act of 1985 which enables the beef in 
dustry to implement a nationwide SI per head cFietk-off 
program

Producers (including 4-M and FFA members) that owned 
or ac quired ownership of cattle during the period ot Oc tober 
1. 1988 through March 11, 1988. are eligible to vote 

The Beef Promotion and Research Ac t enables the beet in­
dustry to implememt the S I check-off each time cattle are 
sold The funds generated from this program are used for a 
nationwide program on beef promotion, researc h. c onsumer 
information, and industry information 

All 4 -H  and FFA members that owned cattle during this 
time period are encouraged to vote on the beef referendum 
May 10

Cattle Outlook
Cattle prices have- lieen strong through 1987. History 

would normally tell us to expect 1 to l  years price advan­
tage If the* U S D A  inventory rejxirts lor 1988/89 hold true, 
the price advantage c ould last even longer

The latest U S D A  cattle inventory re(x>rt implies a reduc­
tion in lieet prixfuction in 1988 and 1989 of about 5 per* 
c ent per year Taken alone*, that c ould tic* c onstrued to mean 
tfiere is extreme growth (Mitential for live e attle and beef 
pric es But there are many other tac tors that influene e pne es 
M y best guess is that the low inventory of cattle may Fiold 
prices up for  ̂ years, but that w on't increase price much 
more

There is a rvc-gative side to this for the feedlots segment 
of the industry In the past year, the break even point went 
up $ 11 per < wt TFie c urrent break even point leaves some 
doubt as to whether feeders c an make a profit under today's 
conditions

Hopefully, we can reac h a point where everyone in the 
business tan operate at a profit
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