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Barbara Jones
chid dispatcher sanJ II it's cold out 
side, the computer knows that the 
precipitation is snow and not likely 
to cause flooding

The computer screen always 
shows the highest score, she said, 
not an average, because one creek 
could be experiencing rising water 
levels while the others remain nor­
mal The computer will pinpoint the 
area where the action is. she said, 
and the dispatcher can then call up 
the other areas on the computer to 
find out what is going on there as 
well

Although the computer has been 
working for about two sears. Jones 
said, it has been undependable in the 
past Some of the previous errors 
were caused because a heavy rain­
fall in August when the ground is dry 
and the creeks empty is likely to 
cause no problems, but the same 
amount of rain in May when the 
gmund is wet and the creeks are full 
provides a different situation Recent 
re programming to take account of 
the seasons and extensive training 
she has just completed mean a 
greater degree of accuracy.

The training helps her to know 
which procedures to follow in 
borderline situations, she said 
Although the Corps owns the equip­
ment. the Northwest River Forecast 
Center and National Weather Scr 
vice have helped develop the pro 
cedures and need to be contacted in 
emergency situations Mainly, the 
computer system helps the emergen­
cy serv ice people know who to con 
tact and what steps to lake to notify 
the public of possible flood danger

It does not eliminate the need for 
private citizens to call the Sheriff s 
Office and repon drastic rainfall or 
a huge wall of water father upstream 
than the creek gauges can monitor. 
There are no monitors below the 
dam. to report Rhea Creek, and 
Blackhorse Canyon area problems, 
she said

(-.spec tally the deep, sharp Shoe he 
Canyon requires any early warning 
above the monitors to notify people, 
she said By the time the computer 
system is activated, (the reading may 
lump from two to five), the creek is 
already rising and the sheriffs office 
cannot endanger an officer by sen 
ding him out with a public address 
system to warn people to gel to high 
ground, we then have to concentrate 
on notifying the schools and people 
at the bottom of the creeks who will 
be affected, she said

The sudden and peculiar nature of 
floods in the area make it necessary 
sometimes to ask the tire department 
to help monitor streams, she said

rhe fire department has monitored 
streams for at least the last 30 years.
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Bicycle Safety
1 Ride single-file on the righthand 

side of the road
2 Always give hand signals
3 Wear light colored clothing
4 Make sure your bike is in good 

repair
5 Make sure your bike has reflec­

tors at front, rear and sides
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Fire Chief Fornc Burkcnbinc said 
We take a truck and radio equipment 
out where we can report the weather 
situation along a creek We set up a 
command post at city hall and can 
activate flood sirens when necessary. 
Burkcnhine said Continuous wail 

ing sirens, owned by the city, arc 
hvated at Murrays Drug store on 
Main St . Skaggs Auto Repair, and 
the Heppncr pool. (The one at the 
pool was disconnected several vears 
ago because it was activated 
every time it rained, the fire chief 
said, but could be activated manual 
ly if necessary )
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Frank Halvorsen
Frank Halvorsen, 36, lone, has 

recently assumed duties of grange m 
surancc agent, a spot filled by Cecil 
Jones for 36 years

Halvorsen has been a lifetime resi 
dent of the lone area and a longtime 
member of Willows Grange He 
plans to v isit w ith members of Mik 
kalo. Rhea Creek. Ixxington,Board 
man and Willows granges at least 
once every three months. He will 
have farm and ranch insurance plans 
for both grange and non grange 
members for property, casualty. 
cr< p . fire, and hail He is excited, 
he said, about the new opportunity 
to provide a service to fellow 
grangers and ranchers 

He and his wife Cathy have three 
children. Ryan, 12. Jas«»n, 9. and 
Allison. 4
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IVAO -  Heppner Gazette-1 unes. Hcppner, Oregon Wrdmrsda», June I7.IVB7Heppner flood warning system updated
The big number one on the com­

puter screen at the Morrow County 
Sheriff v Office tells the dispatcher 
more than the department's quality 
rating The number one means that

the five area streams arc at normal 
stages with no excessive rainfall or 
rising water levels 

Pari of a flood warning system in 
stalled by the Corps of Fzigincers

after completion of Willow Creek 
dam. the computer takes information 
and gives a composite score on the 
sc reen If the sc reen shows a number 
five, (the highest rating) there's like

ly to he major flooding and proper­
ty damage.

The computer program is chang­
ed twice each year to lake account 
ot seasonal weather. Barbara Jones,
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