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Ken Nelson sits on chisel plow which he uses instead of a moldboard plow to work the sands soil on his 
farm near l-cxington The plow helps to conserve moisture and present soil erosion

In I*i7M Nelson put in his first

30 urass species tested locali*

Ssoti Madison i director ol the Morrow Counts Soil A Watet t onsets.i 
lion District and Hob Adlvnun Distrisi Consersaiiomsi lor the Soil ( on 
sersaiion Service inspect grass test

A third generation farmer, Ken 
Nelson of lexington was named the 
1VHX Conservation Man of the Year

Nelson received the award for car 
tying on a family tradition o f con 
sersaiion (arming (hat dales hack 
over HO years Through the years, 
the Nelsons' farming practices hase 
saved soil moisture and presented 
wind and water erosion on their 
dryland farm Ken's grandfather 
started the tradition in the early 
I'xm 's on a farm east o f lecington 
which he handed over to his two 
sons, Fred and Norman In IVHI 
Ken took over the reigns o f the larm 
from his lather He now leases a por 
lion o f the original homestead and 
has acquired more fields by lease

"M y  dad. Fred, and Uncle Nor 
man received this conservation 
award in IVXh and I was taught to 
conserve the soil while I was learn 
mg the mpesof (arm ing." said Ken

The larm contains sandy. ashy soil 
and years ago. sand blows were 
prevalent The Nelson brothers us 
ed chisel plows instead ol moldhoard 
plows, seeded marginal land to per 
manent grass and established grass 
waterways

Nelson has continued these prac 
tiecs and today there is little soil lost 
to wind erosion

"K en has done an excellent |oh of 
conservation tillage and his trashy 
(allow has saved valuable water 
moisture.' said Bob Adclman. soil 
conservation specialist

Soil conservation is not a one time 
operation lo r Nelson, it is a way of 
life Fvery larm decision is made to 
insure the soil stays in the ground

Nelson has instituted additional 
steps to conserve soil by plowing 
later in the seavtn to save moisture, 
using herbicides to m inuni/e tillage 
operations and adding terraces to 
prevent emsion He uses a chisel 
plow and disc to create a trashy 
fallow that leaves residue on the 
ground holding soil down and 
moisture in He uses herbicides such 
as Kound up to eliminate a weeding 
operation and has also experimented 
with using (ilean and Kound up 
together and obtained good results in 
holding down Russian thistle

"The use o f chemicals is one of 
(he best things that has happened to 
farm ing." Nelson noted " liv e ry  
lime you work the soil or weed you 
lose soil moisture and make the 
ground suceptible to b lo w ." he 
added

Joe M iller, o f M ille r A  Son's 
Welding, receives special rccogni 
lion for his efforts developing the no

level terrace to hold water and soil 
and now has XX h it) feet ol terraces 
He was an early participant in 
hosting field variety fertilizer and 
chemical lest plots because he feels 
they are beneficial

till d rill Kudy Bergstrom. Vice 
Chairman ol the Morrow Counts 
Soil and Water Conservation 
District, presents award

I Vpartment
Nearly h i grass spec ies have been 

planted at Morrow County's l*uhlic 
Wor ks  |V |M itm eni headquarters in 
lexmgton fhe plots were establish 
ed bv the Hcppner office o l the Soil 
Conservation Service in cooperation 
with the Morrow Soil and Water 
Conservation District several vears 
ago

Plots arc useful to the organi/a 
lions when selecting varieties lor 
specific purposes The varieties 
planted w ill provide information on 
which arc the most suitable grasses 
for (his region in several areas, ero

plot at | exington Public Works

don control ihoth w ird  and water), 
fornite toi ditterei)! scasons w ild litr 
beni and cover, and wcevl control 

Ihe Monow County Soli alivi 
Water Conservatimi D is im i w ill 
take an ac live role in scvuring ade 
quale supplice o l se evi and prov uling 
lor thè availahility o l drills Ihe 
districi also piane io he activcly in 
vnlvcd in thè conservation reserve 
program

You in.iv view Ihe piote on vour 
own or contact thè SCS or SWCD 
otfices lor a guided tour o l thè 
various varieties piantevi

r s o lon e  H ardw are  
H as It All!

• W e e d e r  P a r t s • H y d r a u l i c  H o s e

• T o o l s • G a r d e n  S u p p l i e s

• P a i n t • H o u s e w a r e s

O n M ain  S tree t in  lo n e

lo n e  H a r d w a r e

Miller & Sons Welding
■ Heppner 676 9613 (After Hours 676-5519)

&

Complete Hackhoe ¿í Dumptruck Service
Excavating — Gravel — Fill Dirt

VASW.XW.V/.V.'.V.SV.V.W.'.'.WASW.V.SS'

Pettyjohn Oil Company

Serving Morrow, ¡Jmatilla and 
(niliant Counties.

See Us for All Your Chemical and 
Petroleum Needs

PETTYJOHN 
OIL COMPANY

IONK 422-7254
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