Ken Nelson 1985 Conservation Man

Ken Nelson sits on chisel plow which h
The plow helps o

arm near Lexington

A third generation farmer, Ken
Nelson of Lexington was named the
198S Conservation Man of the Year

Nelson received the award Tor car
rying on a family tradition of con
servation farmung that dates back
wer BD years. Through the years
the Nelsons” farmung practices have
saved soll monsture and prevented
wind and water erosion on therr
dryvland farm. Ken's

started the tradition in the early

grandfather

19400 s on a farm cast of Lexington
which he handed over o his two
sons, Fred and Norman In 198
Ken took over the reigns of the tam
from hus father. He now leases a por
tion of the ongmal homestead and
has acquired more helds by lease

My dad, Fred, and Uncle Nor
man  received this  conservatior
sward in 1956 and | was taught to
ul while 1 was learn

and Ken

ashy sanl

onserve the s
ng the ropes of tarmung

he tarm contns \,|r|.'..

and vears ago, sand blows were
prevalent. The Nelson brother

ed chisel plows instead of moldboard
plows, seeded margmal Land o per
mancenl grass and established gra

W alcrwavs
Nelson has continued these pra

tices and today there
o wind erosion

Ken has dine an excellent job ol
conservatbion tllage and his trashy
fallow has saved valuable water
sand Bob Adelman, sl

conservation specialist

mevsture

Sotl conservation is ot 4 one-fime
operation for Nelson, it s 4 way of
hife. Every farm decision is made 1o
insure the sl stavs in the ground

Nelson has instituted  additional
steps to conserve soill by plowing
later in the season 1o save moisture
using hercwdes to mumimaze hillage
operations and adding terraces o
prevent crosion. He uses a chasel
plow and disc 0 create a trashy
fallow that leaves ressdue on the
ground holding sl down  and
muwnsture in. He uses hertwcudes such

as Round-up 1o el

minate a weeding

operation and has also experimented
with using Glean and Round ug
ther and obtained gound
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The use of chemicals ! b
the best things that has hapyx | o 1erra o b | wat |
tarming Nelson noted Ever Al A has Y3 6
tme vou work the sonl or weed H A i i Th 1
lose snl moasture and muke b N )
ground suceplible o blow h her sl 1 '
added they are benelicia

Miller receives award

lone Hardware
Has It All!
eHydraulic Hose
eGarden Supplies
*Housewares
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eWeeder Parts
*Tools
*Paint

On Main Street in lone

lone Hardware

SWOD Annual Repeort

30 grass species tested locally
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Complete Backhoe & Hump!rm‘i Service

é Excavating Gravel Fill Dirt
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Pettyjohn Oil Company

Serving Morrow, Umatilla and

Gilliam Counties

See Us for All Your Chemical and

Petroleum Needs

PETTYJOHN
OIL COMPANY

IONE 422-7254
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