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Conservation Photo Winner D E A R  P ro g r a m  p ro v id e s
alfalfa seed to landowners

Jean Bennett. Mcpjnter. received 
firM place in a conservation photo 
contest sponsored by the Morrow 
Soil and Waicr Conservation District 
during this year's Morrow County 
Fair

Bennett received a SV) first place 
award (or her entry depicting the 
conversation method of terracing 

Janet Greenup. MSWCD 
secretary, prevents the award to 
Bennett

Hs Boh K rr in ,  F isheries and 
W ildlife Hu.lt.gisi

During 19Kb. the Oregon Depart 
inent of Fish and Wildlife signed 
cooperative agreements with Ian 
downers in Morrow Gilliam and 
W heeler Counties to assist with the 
cost of seeding cropland that had 
been accepted into the Conservation 
Reserve Program To date, 
agreements have heen signed for 
cooperation on approximately 
’K.imi acres of land in the three 
county area

ODFW involvement with the CRP 
was made (Vtssihle hy funding that 
originated from the Deer F.nhance 
ment and Rehabilitation (DFARl 
program The DFAR program was 
initiated to enhance and rehabilitate 
deer winter range throughout 
Pastern Oregon With some addi 
tional funding from another pro 
gram, the total hudeet for the Nor 
theast Region of the ODFW wav 
SAO.UOO (die NF. regu.n consists of

Fish habitat improvement underway

I'matilla. Wallowa Union. Baker. 
Grant, M orrow, Gilliam and 
Wheeler counties)

As the number of acres of 
cropland that were accepted into the 
CRP program began to increase it 
s<u.n became apparent that the 
available funding from the DP AR 
program would not he sufficient to 
allow the ODFW lo assist everyone 
It was decided that priority areas 
needed lo he identified to assure that 
the available funds would he used in 
the areas that would pros ide the n»«st 
benefits lor wildlife The priority 
areas were identified using the 
following guidelines 11 The area 
must he within the biological winter 
range of the animals. 2 ) There was 
a history of persistent game damage 
in the area. T> High use of the area 
by deer and or elk. 4) There is a 
potential to improve the habitat and 
5) Damage problems would not he 
increased i>n ad|acent areas Using 
these criteria, a map was prepared, 
indicating those areas that would

receive the ina)or portion of the 
funding

However, the problem still re 
mained. there were loo many acres 
of land for the available funds To 
assure that the most people would 
get some assistance, it was decided 
that the best approach was to offer 
I pound of alfalfa seed per acre to 
!hi>sc landowners that had accepted 
acres in the identified priority areas 
The available funds were offered on 
a first come first served basis

It was the opinion that the funding 
of the alfalfa seeding costs would be 
mutually beneficial to the landowner 
and the ODFW The landowner 
would have a plant in his seeding 
mixture that would help add nitrogen 
to the soil, henefitting the other seed 
ed grass species and the ODFW' 
would have a source of alfalfa that 
would he utilized hy deer and would 
help minimize the annual damage 
problems that occure in the alfalfa 
fields

hy Farl FTshhum and Robin Metz, 
U.S. Forest Service
The Heppner Ranger District in 
cooperation with the Bonneville 
Power Administration and the 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
W ildlife has embarked on an exlen 
vise program of fish habitat im 
provement for the anadromous fish 
streams .acunng on National Forest 
land In I9M'inventories of existing 
habitat were conducted on approx 
imately 7K miles of streams on Na 
tional Forest land These streams 
drain into the North Fork of the John 
Day River and are considered mi 
poiiant spawning and reanng habitat 
for Steelhead trout 

Based on information from these 
inventories two streams ( Wilson 
Creek and l ittle Wall Creek) were 
selected for the initial habitat im 
provement work The Bonneville 
l*owcr Administration lias agreed lo 
pn.vide funding for improvement 
work as pan of their commitment to 
mitigate downstream lish losses 
resulting from the construction of 
dams on the Columbia River In ad

dition. partial funding was pruvid 
ed from Forest Serv ice appropriated 
money and through the limber sales 
Knudwai Vandcnberg iKV) progra*» 
where partial receipts from the sale 
of National Forest limber are used 
for reforestation and other resource 
improvement work within timber 
sale areas

Work in 191«) consisted of im 
proving approximately I W miles of 
Wilson Creek habitat through the 
construction of T9 rock weirs and 
nine long weirs along with the im 
provement of 14 natural weirs and 
pm4s The weirs are designed to tun 
nel the stream flow and keep the f»»>l 
sc i Hired iHit and maintain their depth 
through the late summer period 
when a large portion of the streams 
would normally dry up and water 
temperature in the few shallow pxils 
that remained would rise above 
tolerable levels for steelhead and 
native trout In addition, tree root 
wads and large Umlders were an 
shored into v ine ot the pools to pro 
vide hiding cover and shade for

juvenile fish smolts Fifteen side 
channels were blocked and 17 rink 
or log deflectors were installed to 
dirtx.1 the stream (Tow into rock out 
crops or natural pinils

Vegetation in the form of poplars, 
willows, black cottonwood, aspen 
and alder were planted throughout 
the project area to pros ide long term 
shade to help maintain cooler stream 
temperatures and all disturbed soil 
areas were seeded with grass 

Afxnjt *4 mile of Tattle Wall Creek 
experienced similar work with the 
construction of 2A log and I rock 
weir along with some channel clean 
ing and nxk rip rap to concentrate 
the stream flow and prevent hank 
cutting in some areas
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MR. FARMER & RANCHER:

Your Izocally owned Bank of Eastern 
Oregon stands ready to help you with 
your conservation plans. Stop in and 
discuss your needs w here “ Your money 
helps you and your neighbors". 65% of 

¿A'\  all our deposits go hack into loans in our 
community. No other lender in the area 
can make that statem ent.

L E T ’S WORK TOGETHER...BECAUSE CONSERVATION IS EVERYBODY'S JOB!!!
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