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Hotel project looks like a go

By Avon Melby

Things are falling into place and
it looks like the hotel project will go
hrough, Heppner city council was
told Monday night

Local effons o remodel the Hepp
ner Hotel into a senior citizen retire
ment apartment complex almost fell
through last spring when it appeared
SHO0 (00 would be
necessary to meet the gramt of
S5O0 000 the ity already has for the
purpose. A new estimate by the ar

a loan of

chitect was lower Now it looks as
fa $390 000 loan will make the pro
ect possible

Both City Attorney Bill Kuhn and
Heppner Economic  Development
Corporation Chairman  Chitford
Green told the council this sum
weemed reachable. And it has been
done without cutting any thing out
it the plans Local banks have n
dicated interest in loanming the money
at attractive interest rates of seven
percent

Portions of the cut came from the
60 00 the Semwor Citizens have
agreed 1o put i to the project so they

Atempted murder
suspect arraigned

James William Pickle, 19, was ar
raigned Monday moming at Hepp
ner Justice Court on charges of At
tempted Murder and Assault of a
Public Safety Officer. Morrow
County Shenif' s Office transported
him to Umatilla City Jail where he
L] i\!h‘l‘u!

Charges
Cident early Sumnday morming on
Baltimore St in Heppner. Heppner
police who took Pickle into custody

stem from a shooting in

at the scene, sand that the incident 1s
still under investigation and that
there may be addimonal charges

Police refused to
or how many shots

say what type of
gun was used

were lired Police also declined to

can have their center on the ground
floor of the building. They also
agreed to increase that with another
$10,000. The owners, Arnie and
Rita Hedman, lowered their asking
price by $10,000. ""We are within
$23.000 of the targeted amount,’
Kuhn said Others are interested in
sceing the project go, and other
money is expected, enough to meet
the total, he indicated

Umatlla Housing Authonity
which had ongnally agreed to
manage the apartments for the city
has said it was no longer interested
because of the distance involved
Both Kuhn and Green encouraged
the city to assume Juties of manager

You already own i, Green told
the council. The council apphied for
and received the grant, and had
authonzed the request for a loan

However council members ex
pressed doubts about what they
might be getting the people nto
"Will it tum out hike Whoops''
Councilman Bob Ployhar wanted to
know . The type of tennants, low tur
nover in tennants, and no necessity
for major improvements for some
years, should make the management
casy and without problems, the
council was wold I something did go
wrong later, the city would hold 1
tle to the bulding and could probably
sell it for as much as was owed on it
With a local bank holding the mont
gage it would be unhkely that the
project would not carry anyway
Rent, at $280 per unit, should pro
vide adequate funding for payments
and adding to a fund
for later repair and upkeep

The on the Natiwonal
Register of Histonie Bulldings, and
was partly chosen for the housing
project because it was built through
donations and with combined efforts
of the citizens of Heppner to provide
housing after the disaterous July 4
1918 fire, Kuhn sasd  “°1 thank it 18
turming into the same sort of thing

Mmaintenance

hitel s

Terry Thompson, who received
three permits for water on his land
outside the city himuts when the city
had an casement over his property
cast of own, wants o use one of
those permuts in the future on a two
month per vear hasis. He would pay
for the water But since the city no
longer needs the casement council
members  guestioned giving the
water. “'lt would be setting a prece
dent,”” sasd Councilman Ployhar
Kuhn said the city had a policy of mot
granting permuts for water outsude
the city lumuts. Thompson will be ad
vised the request was denied

Mayor Cara Costa read a letter
trom George Koffler on behalf of the
Bank of Eastern Oregon commen
ding the city crew and police depart
ment for changes they had made o
improve the parking at the bank

Dave Winter, crew foreman,
reported building a walkway bridge
over Willow Creek for pedestrians
was going 10 have some cost. An
amount of $220 more than the
amount donated was needed for
umbers. Purchase of that and com
pleting the bndge was authonzed by
the council

Estimate of $700 for treating
weeds within the city was made by
Dobyn's Pest Control, Winter sawd
Motion to have it done was approv
ed by three, with Holt abstaiming

Continued Pg. 2
Veterans Day

closures noted

Several local businesses will be
closed Tuesday, Nov 11 in obser
vance of Veterans Day. Court St ,
Central, Dels, and Bristow’s
Markets will remain open, however

Local schools, banks, city offices
the Courthouse, the post office and
the Extension office will close for the
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