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School Board 

has not

addressed issues
To the Editor

A neighbor brought the RFSf.) 
tl)er b> iMir house lj\t night and it 
prompted us to write the followmg 
letter to tile Morrow County S. I . I 
Board We have nulled the original 
to the School Hoard

A copy of the letter follows 
Dear School Board,

We voted against the school tax 
les íes and intend to do so again Die 
School Hoard has not addressed 
issues which we consider basic to the 
financial stabilits ol Morrow (  oun 
ty schools

You must face the fact that time* 
are changing in Morrow Counts and 
will never be the same again The 
North Counts is growing the South 
County is shrinking We can no 
longer afford the luxury o f high 
schools at both lone and Heppner 
It is our understanding that lone 
High will have SO-'S students this 
year F.ven if it had Ilk) as it did 
when our children attended it still 
would not be large enough to pro 
side the quality and variety ot educa 
lion that our children deserve Con 
solidutiort of Heppner and lone High 
Schools are long overdue

In your ’ HI St/' flyer you state 
that the new school budget is 
A12.AA4 less than last year's budget 
That is ahnit a 0 2T cut and you are 
proud o f that ’ Our ranch produces 
alfalfa hay (down IS 20T trom last 
year), wheat (down 20 2ST from 
last year), and feeder cattle (which 
arc now about the same as last year 
but were down about 20 T trom last 
year in June when dry pastures lore 
ed the sale o f ours I W hat makes you 
think that this ranch or any other 
ranch can afford to pav any amount 
outside the tax base ’ Most o f us are 
getting by with drastically reduced 
cash income this year and vers little 
decrease in expense

W'c need tax relief, not tax in 
crease This, o f course, is a state 
wide issue which could be- solved hv 
an iron clad California Proposition 
1.1 type property tax reduction and 
a state sales tax dedicated solely to 
elementary and high schik»l educa 
lion W'e haven't heard any clarion 
calls for such a proposal coming 
from the Morrow County School 
Board W’c really do need property 
tax relief

You state that all educational and 
extracurricular programs are being 
maintained at a quality level It 
would seem to us that cxtracurncular 
activities no matter how desirable 
should be reduced, or even 
eliminated, under the present 
circumstances

You state that "the system is 
working well throughout the coun 
ty . "  W'e don't really believe that It 
it were we wouldn't be in the sitúa 
lion we are in

W'e have just read the "Gazette 
Times" September f editorial page 
and believe that nearly every state 
ment in the "Voted Against" section 
makes a valid point You simply 
have not addressed economic 
realities either long term or short 
term

W’e also feel that the Board's 
stated threat to run the schiols on the 
proposed budget until the end of the 
year and then close them it the lev íes 
fail is ill advised and will certainly 
be counter productive in the long 
run W'hat you are in effect saying 
to the people is. "V o te  our way or 
we ll fix you "  Certainly there arc

«<ther choices
As voters and taxpayers we have 

only one weapon available to try to 
force a change in the situation and 
protect iMir economic future Dial is 
a "n o "  vote and we intend to use it 

Please do not feel that we have no 
interest in Morrow CiHiniy schools 
W ilma served on the lone Advisory 
Committee, four o f our seven 
children graduated from lone High 
School, we will have grandchildren 
at litre I lementary in two years Wo 
hope that when the grandchildren 
reach high school they will be able 
to attend a high school in Morrow 
County that will give them the 
challenges and quality o f education 
that they need and deserve

The changes need to start right 
now with the closing o f lone High 
School During this emergency 
period we should also eliminate 
"aw ay " sports activities and things 
like paid cheerleader advisors We 
suppose the time is past when 
teachers considered such activities a 
normal extension o f the duties o f 
their |ob. but htc community could 
be asked for volunteers to do this 
kind ot job fhere are a great many 
very talented and skilled people out 
here who would really enjoy 
teaching their skills to kids without 
salary

Sincerely yours.
(s si David and Wilma Cheney 

Cecil Star Route 
lone. Oregon H4 t

lone supports 

its school

To the F.ditor
After reading the Gazette Times 

last week, I am very concerned 
.iN miI what is happening between our 
communities Comments are being 
made w ith no tacts to bac k them up 
Mans people are new to the area, ot 
have moved into this area and have 
accepted what their neighbors have 
told them as fact, without checking 
with the proper agencies to make 
sure it is true

The people ot the lone area arc 
verv supportoe of our schools, not 
lust when there is a budget issue, but 
constantly on all school issues and 
tor many years Heppner and Irrigon 
have not supi'orted these issues con 
sistantly iRecords prove this i It 
lone were to be consolidated with 
other Morrow Counts schools, lam  
positive there are many people from 
lone, who would never vote "y e s "  
on another school issue ever again 
•\sk mans people in l exington whv 
they do not vote tor the budget, and 
they will tell you this is the reason 
Do vou think that there are enough 
people who wiHild siqiporl each issue 
without help from lone’ lone has 
many things going tor our schools 
that are not seen in some ol the other 
schools such as Cardinal club, stu 
dent fund raisers (such as I Vena 
Hams trip to China), money raising 
projects to purchase things needed in 
our schools and have not been in 
eluded in the school budget

The statement was made that lone 
has a plush school Ihe facilities at 
lone do include a swimming pool 
which was paid for by donations 
trom people from the lone area, and 
not from taxpayers in Morrow c im id  

tv This and the cafeteria, kitchen, 
band room, and gym complex were 
built and paid for by the people o f 
lone before the school was a part ot 
the Morrow county school District 
Since the merging ol the schools, 
lone people have helped pay tor I 
An addition to the elementary 
building and a new middle school at

Irrigon 2 A new elementary and 
new high schi»ol at Hoardnun 3 A 
high school renoMieling ot the old 
high sc his>l and a new shop at Hepp 
ner lone has received a new shi*p 
building Ihe addition o f six 
classrooms bathroom facilities and 
an office tor the high school I don I 
leel as though anyone can honestly 
sav that we have r»H looted ihji share 
o f the bills

There are drawbacks to every 
budget W e all have our pet 
fM-eves whether it is cjsirts. person 
nel. or busing ( hie ot the main out 
eems that would have to be faced it 
there was to be a merging ol sc ho»»Is 
is busing I would like tor eac h tax 
paver to stop and ask themselves 
these questions I \k ould I be will 
ing to have my child ride a bus )b 
miles each way every day ’ I hat is 
the most direct route iwith»»ut any 
diverting to pick up other students) 
for students to he bused to Hcjvpner 
Remember that there would have to 
be two buses on each route due to 
students being either high school or 
elementary age Or. if all l»»ne 
students were to rule the same buses 
to the school in lone, there w»hiI»I 
have to be some kind ot program 
worked out to care lor these- children 
t»» till Ihe time before and after 
school 2 W.mid I fx- willing tor mv 
child to do that' I his makes a long 
das h»r voung elementarv school 
students I xtra curriciil.il scheduling 
and busing would need to fx- con 
sidered. since our students would 
have the same right as Heppner 
students to participate in sports and 
other school activities ' kkould I 
be willing to lake lime olt from my 
woik to allow tor extra drrs mg time, 
as some lone families would have to 
do. to be able to watch their chihl 
participate in school activites'’ 
iHoardmun could als»> be considered 
an option where ever Heppner is 
mentioned ) A second concern to 
consider is that it lone high school 
were to be closed, the teachers with 
tenure would be- allowed to fill jk»si 
lions in other Morrow counts 
schools aiul teachers without tenure 
would be terminated

It is my understanding that the 
Morrow founts Sclu«>l Board has to 
give the lone jK-ople a notice ot six 
months before they »an close the 
school It would take at least that 
long to be- able to obtain a study to 
determine most economical wav to 
merge the students into the other 
schools in Morrow County Voting 
no is not going to solve Ihe problems 
for this year

Drug and Alcohol usage in lone 

was mentioned js "free tor a ll"
I here may he some students in l»»nc 
who do use alcohol or drugs but I 
leel it is a minoritv ot students who 
do this in every school in Morrow 
County not |ust in lone

(hir school board members and 
administrators are citizens ol our 
community who willinglv donate 
many, many hours o f link- These 
people do this without anv training, 
or reimbursement tor the link-, gas, 
long distance phone calls, link- awav 
trom their g»bs or husinesv.-s Would 
you be willing to give that ’ Have 
you thought to give them a word ol 
thanks lately ’ Ihese people need to 
know they are appreciated once in 
awhile It is hard to agree with them 
on all issues Maybe there is a per 
sonality conflict but. are you big 
enough to try to work with them 
am wav ’ ReiikMtiber that they must 
consider the legality ol the issues, 
the concerns ol all people, state and 
lederal regulations as well as con­
siderations to all px-ople including 
teachers parents, all taxpayers, and 
administrators

Most ot iMir teachers arc dedicated 
people who enjoy teaching and want 
the best tor our students, and our 
communities There are a lew peo 
pie who give less than is needed to 
do a goikt job in every profes­
sion not just teachers Sure, thev 
want fnngc benefits don't vm i' W c 
arc all here trying to make a decent 
living and teachers are no cxcep 
tion We. as laxpuyerv need to work 
with them to get the best teachers tor 
the amount of money we feel we can 
give This is where negotiations 
conk- in Again, have yarn th<Might to 
give a teacher a pal on the back 
lately *

We all want the best lor our 
students le t us be adult enough t»> 
try to work together, to get this issue 
settled our children are the ones 
who will suffer if we do not work 
together to get the best education 
poNsihle for the dollars we can give. 
Morrow County has the lowest tax 
haw: of any oxinty arourkl us Thank 
gikklness we don't live in a county 
where it is three tink-s that amount 
When you see these young people 
grow ing and becom ing well 
educated adults, only then will we 
realize what a plus that will be tor 
»Mir county Serukisly stop ami think 
abmtt voting, and y»»ur real reason» 
for doing it I personally feel that the 
students ot Morrow County deserve 
the best, don't you?

Sincerely, 
(sj Jean Jcpsen

C losing lone 

schools won’t 

save money
To The Kdit»»r

W hat are the pros and cons for 
keeping the lone High Sch»»>l 
l >pen was a questk»n asked in last 
week s Gazette Times W hile not an 
eavv question to answer, it is certain 
Iv one which must fx- addressed The 
following paragraphs c»>ntain brief 
statements atxxit Ihe impacts o f 
closure on the c»xinty. community, 
ami students as well as presenting in 
formation on taxes and quality *»t 
education in small schools

It is telt in some quarters that large 
sav ings will accrue to the citizens ol 
Morrow Cikinty if the lone High 
SchiM»l is closed It must be realized 
that closing the high sch»»»l does not 
translate into a direct reduction ol 
dollars in the budget equal to the pre 
writ cost »»I liberating the high schikil 
in lone I rans|x»rtatii*n costs. f»»r ex 
ample. wimiM increase substantially, 
not only becauw of distance but also 
because all lone High Sch«k»l 
students would have to be bused, mu 
lust those that live out o f lone It 
should be mited. also, that mans 
students wihiIiI have a daily bus 
travel tme exceeding three hours 
The sch»s»1 receiving the high sch»x»l 
stmlents would, ot necessity. have to 
augnent its teaching stall t»» accom 
miniate the influx It is certain that 
the huilget ol the receiving schisd 
would increase the l«»llowing year 
for exjiansion o f facilities made 
necessary by the increased student 
load The high sch«k»l facilities, 
cafeteria, and gym are shared by the 
entire student population in the lone 
sc his»1 s Sime the tumor high ami 
grade schisil students would con 
tinue to uw the facilities whether the 
high schisil students were prewnt or 
not. no savings would be realized 
alter tikiving the high sch»x»l pupils 
It is difficult to determine what 
ankiunt ot dollars would be a 
realistic estimate o f  savings 
However, alter evaluation, it is 
doubtful that over the first year HO 
thousand dollars could be suveil out 
ol a 7 million dollar total budget 
(slightly iu»re than one tenth o f I T )
I hat equates to less than tive dollars 
in taxes jx-r year on a property 
valued at SO.000 dollars

While the dollar savings on a 
county wide basis is minimal, the 
economic impact on the losing com 
munity ami county would be signili 
cant I he high school is the center 
ot activity in the lone area It is ab 
solutcly vital to our existence as a 
viable community and essential to 
our plans tor growth On a county 
wide basis it can only be viewed as 
a loss when prospective residents 
have only a choice o f two high 
schools in the county With so many 
organizations in Morrow County 
dedicated to growth (the Morrow 
County Court. Port o f Morrow. 
Chambers o f Commerce in Board 
man and Heppner. Heppner 
Economic Development Corp and 
the lone Community Agri Business 
( irgunization). a svhool c losure has 
to be seen as a drastic step in the 
wrong direction

Ihe jkilitical ramifications ofclos 
ing the lone High School could be 
significant Such an action against 
the will o f the losing community 
most certainly would result in long 
term rcsenlnk-nt Ihe bad feeling 
could only be detrimental to the 
county overall

Ihe lone students, themselves, 
would be adversely affected No 
matter how large the schikil, there 
still will he only one loothall team, 
one student hikly president, one vice 
prcsklent. one track team and one 
chccrlcading team, etc While most 
of lone High School's 42 students 
now participate in iikirc than one ex 
tra curricular function, many would 
be deprived o f engaging in these 
character building activities follow­
ing a move to another lixation 
Because o f the lime and distance in 
volved. it would he extremely d if­
ficult for lone students to participate 
in extra curricular events at any 
other schikil in Morrow County 

Following are sonic additional 
facts that should be separately 
highlighted I The total lone School 
Budget for H i. h 7 was Vtkn utxii 12 
grades) The assessed evaluation for 
the lone area prikluccs AMO.(XX) 
This, added to the qate suhsulies ami

other revenue soutces. exceeds our 
budgeted figure Ihe idea that we 
are financially subsidized by tax 
dollars from another aiea is simply 
not tme 2 Data reveal that during 
the lb yeai jx-riixl ol lone history. 
l«M>k I4HI. HOT ol lone High 
School graduates went on to Post 
Secondary Fducutkin. with 4H 
completing their degree Ihis tends 
to disaprove the belief that students 
from small sc h»k»ls do not get an ade 
quate education » Voting mum the 
budget will not immediately close 
lone High Schikil The board has a 
jk'licv on vbool closure that the- pro 
cess takes b imuiths

In summary we believe the answer 
to imr problems lies in a |oint cltort 
for growth, not in reducing our 
capacity to attract residents and in 
dustry We believe growth can he 
achieved with a spirit ol cooperation, 
not resentiikrnt ami we want to grow 
in hariikiny. not isolation

Respectfully submitted.
K A B O

John Bristow. 
Chairman

lorn- I exington Advisors Committee 
Marvin Padhcrg 

Julie Nelviri 
Keith Rea

(¡old plated system

To the F.ditor
Morrow t ounty voters art being 

asked why thev are voting "n o "  on 
the svhool budget Ihe following are 
some ol my jx-rs»mal reasons 

I Taxesifoi sc hiols) on mv home 
in Boardman

|UH» H4 $7lb oo
|UH4 HS AHtH ixhup 12 percent)
1 ‘ZHA Hb A I .004 <K> (up 12 

percent)
|UH(v H7 > ”
2 Ihe jx-r student cost ol educa 

tion in Morrow County has incrcas 
ed from AI ,M|A 2 ' in |UH0 HI to 
A J.7HH »HI lor the l ‘>HS Hb vear. up 
^H percent in live years The 
economy ot Morrow County has not 
kept pace it is down, not up

I leel that the Sch ik il Board has 
tailed to do its job Ihe voters have 
three turn's said "n o "  to the gold 
plated system we have, thev have 
said "cut the cost Ihe Board has 
respomled bv saving we will either 

pay lor the gold plate, or we will 
have no system at all

Morrow County tax |».ivers are en 
titled to a better job We »an have 
a gikkl system at an acceptable cost 
this "shotgun to the head tactic be­
ing used by the Board is wrong

Sincerely. 
(si Brine ( )  Nicholes 

P ( )  Box »47 
Boardman. OK ‘Ẑ H I K

According to a re|»ort bv Don 
Bristow ot lo ne tlu President 
declared tikl.iy that Ihe hunting 
season lor the led Cardinal, which 
nests in the lone lexington area, 
should be closed indefinitely Mr 
Reagan also said the taking ol ' ' jx»1 
shots" by careless hunters can only 
lead to festering wounds that never 
heal Mr Reagan further stated that 
he felt the lack ol accurate intormu 
tion has contributed greatly to the 
reckless and un ending pursuit ot this 
line bird

The President dosed his remarks 
by saying he believed the people ol 
Morrow Counts should all be work 
ing together toward harmony, gikkl 
will, jml peace with their leathered 
friends

Vote ‘yes’ for 

high school seniors

t o  t h f : e d it o r

I am a senior at Heppner High 
Schikil I have gone through al o. 
all 11 years o f sc h»k>l w ith the sue . 
people, the class ot 87 As even one 
knows, the sch»k*l budget is has 
trouble passing, and it ha- been 
nounced that it the budget docs n. t 
pass this time, schikil will close 
I Vcemlxrr »1 This means that all w, 
seniors will be forced to giudu 
s«»mehwere iHher than Meppn 
From talking to only about fiv< 
nx-tube is ot my class I can see tha 
it this happens, it is doubtful that 
tikire than three of us will graduan 
from the same place

I cannot imagine graduating 
walking down that aisle on whu 
supposed to be one ol the greuic 
moment» ol my life, withinit the r i 
o f my class here at Heppner wuh 
ing with me We all would, illstca 
be receiving our diplomas with a 
bunch ot strangers W'hat kind ot 
graduation is that’ Graduation i 
something we wait tor. plan lot 
prepare tor all our lives I o have t.> 
share that with a group of people I 
don't know. in a town I never lived 
in. in a schikil I shouldn't hase h id 
to go to, would take all the intpor 
lance out of it Please, lor the sake 
o f us seniors, vote ves on the school 
budget It im'uns n*ore than you 
could ever imagine

(siSoti Slrulhcrs

Births
Kelsie Ann luingwiiy A itiir

daughter. Kelsie Ann. w as horn 
September 2 to I on and Peter 
I ongwuy Vince ol lone at St An 
thony Hospital in Pendleton 11 
baby weighed 7 Ihs U)* 1.- oz 

Grandparents are Robert Vince ol 
Yuma. Arizona, and Pearl and 
I eslíe I ongwav of Shetwinkl

small Henee Pexk a duoghlc 
Sara, was horn September I it ( m - 
Shepherd Hospital in Hcrnnston i. 
Camille and Stephen Peck 't |m 
The baby weighed o lbs 4 oz 

Grandparents are Mr and Mi 
l.yle Peck ol Heppner 

Great grandparents are Mi ,m< 
Mrs H ( I Pec k. I exington M
I tolly Allvtntt. Pendleton a ! M 
Ida Hamilton ot Puv ill j 
W ushington

Sata joins a sislet. Amellia. 
at home

A White House spokespeiM' 1 
reported that first lady Nam v ki ug m , 
w as apfvallexl when she learned "i 
this situation Mts Reagan •- > j 
quoted as saving. "M v (iikkli ■ 
thev have blown the Irrigon Come t 
out ol orbit, dubbed the I exington 
Jackrabhits. and now. they've got tl 
lone Cardinals in their gun - i ' ' 
Gikkl Grid, what's next"

She concluded her remarks by go 
mg this ads ice to the hunters ol the | 
Cardinals Remember, huntei 
red leather in yxiur cap tv noth me to 
be pmudof instead, you jksipli ut 
there should take pride in has u., 
three fine species residing in vour 
county, the tricmlly Pirate tf 
spirited Mustang and lh pi 
Cardinal

If* rated the best-performing all-purpose ATV—ond now its
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^Thank You Slim Emert for 
Donation of Property 
for the further

jg
Development of lone
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Bristow reports
Kcauan sa\s lout* schools 1o remain open


