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Heppner asks new tax base

By Avon Melby

City of Heppoer will ask voters K

a new tax base of $200 000 a1 the
N« 4 clection. The proposal was
appros B the counctl at its regular
me k A5l WiCk

L " Marvin Lar Budget
Co ! nember Jackt Allston
and ( Adrumistrator  Marsha
Lovg yOrKed out the amount
reques | Yy went over past
budgcts I considered anticipatec
INCIcas sts and needs of the
CHY in armiving at the amount This
should make it so we do not have o
RO W the voters every vear, "sad
Mavor Cara Costa. “*"Mavbe not for
three or four vears

Heppoer has operated on a base
adopted in 1980 for the past several

\ '.\'[‘h'ni SIL YCArs ago was a

ax hase of $125.000 With the

allowed 6% annual increase without
a vole, that figure is now a tax base
of $167.270. The city has had to ask
for extra money each of the past two

years, but when the budget went
down it has shaved off funds for
needed services, such as  street
repairs

Former councilman and owner of
the Shoe Box Jerry Holloman
reported on a survey he had made of
businesses for the cily He saud

owners on Main street were in favor
of retuning the present police force

Out of 17 contacted |13 were in

even though some admitted
the city would probably save money
by having the county sheni?s office
take over police responsibilities in
the city. Four of the retailers thought
it would be a good wea because it
would save money. Loss of control

favor

Congressman Smith finds optimism in Oregon

Congressman Bob Smith (R-2nd
Dnst. ) saud last Friday that he had liv
ed in small towns all of his life and
knew how it feels 1o be left out
“"Morrow County has a voice in the
federal government and will not be
left out as long as I'm in Congress,”’
he promused. 'l will work hard at
commumcation and am n contact
with local officials and individuals
and look forward to continuing to
work with them ™

Earlier in the day at an informal
luncheon at the Heppner Elks Club,
he was seeing more optumism  in
rural Oregon than was apparent two
or three years ago. "“It's not boom
umes yet, but there 1s room for op
timism, there's a hight at the end of
the tunnel. ™

The timber industry is coming
back, the red meat industry 1s pick
ing up, interest rates are down and
will continue to go down, inflation
is down and under control, and
une:mployment is at a six-year low
The Ag picture may not be too good,
but those farmers in government
programs are sustaining. We have
lost our foreign markets and we have
to get them back even if it means an
export subsidy

There is enough money in the
farm credit system to last into 1987,
he said. An evaluation and updating
of the system 1s necessary before we
know if the system needs additional
funding

How to write a farm bill and not
break one-third of the farmers n
America has been a problem, Smuth
said. The Crop Reduction Program
1s part of that effort by attempting to
reduce production on highly
erodable land. It may have seemed
a more effective reduction of pro
duction by aming at productive
land, but the push for CRP came
from the mudwest where fields are
losing topsoil at an alarmung rate
from wind erosion. It 1s unfortunate
that one county was hit as heavily as
Morrow County has been with land
hid into grass cover

-

o\

State Representative Ray French, (left) Millie Evans, Congressman Bob Smith

and Louis Carlson at Friday evening Republican dinner at the Carlson Ranch

near Heppner

For eastern Oregon, he said, the
1985 farm bill translates to better
days and better markets. When the
dairy buy-out was proposed, he was
the one who introduced the amend
ment allowing a pound for pound red
meat buy out 1o guarantee that dum
ping dairy cows on the beef market
would not hurt cattle ranchers. The
cattle prices have recovered duning
the last month and are looking better

lNmber

He also reports optimism because
he says the tumber industry 15 mak
ing money for the first time in years
Ihe industry needs a stable supply
of timber to provide employment
With good management that can be
done without cutting more timber

than 1s hiologically justified. There

is no need o pwav al the tumber
hase |'_|~|_\-\.'- . protect wikdht
and at the same Lime provide jobs
the industry

Canadian imports have hunt t}
lumber industry and the Secretary
Commerce will make a decision

betore (OCtober, he sand

nieren

recommendations to put pressure

international trade

our best trade partner, Canada

settle the 1ssue because our industr
¢ sl

canmt compete with nmber a

sidhized prices

Columbia River ( rorge
Smuth opposes federal control
the Columbia River Gorge because
he says. it would provide no oppor

tunity for the cities there to expand

County requests tax base increase

Morrow County Court last
Wednesday decided that the onginal
request (before the $99 690 cut) for
this  year's operating levy,
$3.472.425, would be an appropriate
amount 1o ask for a new tax base

The county’s current tax base of
$522,000 15 the amount of taxes
(with a six percent annual increase)
which the county can levy cach year
without holding an election and ask
ing voter approval. The current tax
base was established pnior to 1952
and represents only 15% of the total
taxes needed to fund the county
budget

IThe Count heard advice from
Budget Officer LoRayne Bowman
that a proposed tax base should be
sufficient for the county to operate
without asking for an additional levy
for at least two years

“With an end of Revenue Shar
ing passing a tax base would en
sure the counry's ability to con
tinue funding of the neighborhood
center and the senior citizens
mealsite. ' Jerrv Peck

I he new figure includes the cur
rent tax base and the levy which was
onginally proposed. The Coun
decided to use the onginal proposal
rather than the one which voters ac
cepted because federal revenue shar
ing 1s ending and the county will
need a source of funding if it decides
to  continue support of the
Neighborhood Center and the Senior
Citizens mealsite

Commussioner Jerry Peck also
pointed out that the $3,472 425 levy
was gone over by the county's en-
tire budget committee and it was the
amount which they felt justified in
asking

An adequate tax base would allow
the county to plan ahead, Judge Don
McElligott saxd. It will also save the
county with expense of annual elec-

tions for special levies

In other business, the courn

directed Architect Bob Smuth 1o
prepare ids for a 20 foot addition
to the North Morrow Annex buillding
which will provide additional space
for a Shenits office, the
planner, improve the traffic pattern
of the existing annex building

ounty
anmd

equip the building with the handwcap
ACCess illems I(‘qulird

heard that a total of $144 149 was
spent so far for renovation of the
Courthouse  The funds for restora
tion were obtained through federal
revenue shanng money paid to the
county

heard from Cecil Rull
delegation of others living along
Keck Canyon Road that it s long
overdue for repairs

agreed 1o SpOnsoOr 4 wiener roust

and @

tor Heppner Jumor High athletic
teams that will be packing up garbage
along the state highway between

Ruggs and Heppner and between
Heppner and Lexington Wednesday

afternoon. The Commussioners wil

ook and scrve ot dogs at o
fairg rounds
accepted the low bad of $11 4413

from Myrnick Dodge to provide
rickup for the county weed distri

held an executive session co
ning ;'I'-.-\{'uiuﬂ_‘
held an

counsel to learn progress of contract

execulive session wiltl

negoliations

approved sending two  road
depantment employees o a road
serminar 1n Pullman, Washington
heard a request from Merlyn

Robinson for grading Jerry Doher
ty Road which has become rough

and washboarded

Park planned at Willow Creek Dam

The Willow Creek Park District
Board s
development of a park area on
west bank of the lake just below
Corps of Engineers building

The site, says board member Ken
Tumner, has good aesthetics and
could provide a swimmng area, a
day use area and 20-30 RV pads
The development, he says, will be
done in phases with much volunteer
labor. Guy VanArsdale, the park’'s
first promoter, has already donated
heavy construction. The Board also
expects to obtain cost-shaning from
Vanous sources

The park board, he smd, ap
preciates all the community support
it has received so far and asks for
further feedback from arca resudents

‘Which areas would you like u
see developed first?'” the board asks
a swimming area
overmight camping area with full

for
the
the

working on  plans

a day use area

hosk ups vermight T
with no hookups, restroom fa !
water skl area. hishing acce tl
development. Park Board memt
are Fred Toombs, John Edward
Marne Anderson, Steve Lankford
and l\rn I'ITTI\'I

"('l']‘l( now seem  uptight ab
the economy Turner sand W

need to look at our

ommuanit
the greamt [‘Lh ¢ they are and we need
to consider their many attribute

retirees. People who went to schos

Hil-u[u
people from urban areas come her

here come back to retire
to retire. If we keep a positive at
titude, and keep up our community
pride he emphasized W a
promote tourtsm and replace any lost

venues from farming

We want 1o have the park done

right he concluded, “‘and by do
ng it ourselves, we can get evact
what we wamnt much cheaper

LI '’y p

tokloow %

1 he "
uid M D |

mung n W ashington
Hantord

He opposes Hanford as a site for

1 natonal high level nuclear waste

lepository bevause it
*ra set by the Depant

Hanlord 1s near a

Joes not tollow

vy Of the crite

1] I Nnergy

| -

river, a sely populated area. "'t
doesn’t quahity and it wall not hap
pen

Furthermore, the three proposed
sites are in Nevada, Texas, and

Washungton, and 80% of the waste
d in the East

tng the waste would provide all sorts

1s produce I ranspor

of opportumities for accudents, he

sand

Balanced Federal Budget

I don't think that Gramm
Rudman will stay in place, " he sad

“Congress trsdhiionally ignores its

own legislation, but ot cannot ignore
an amendment 10 the constitution
He proposes
will limt increasing spending and in

creasing the deficn

an amendment which

I don't think

the budget can be balanced in hive

years without impainng justice he
sand but | can be balanced in 10
v Cars

Gramm-Rudman has had a
tremendous effect on rural counties

LLand donated

The
l‘{l\l!ll' 55

lone community and Agn
begin
developing 80 acres adjacent o Ella
Road and Highway 74 at the cast end
of lone

I'he land has been donated to the

organization  will

organization by Delbert (Shim)
Emert for residential development
ICABO has had the property

surveyed and will cut in a road to
provide for an exit-entrance on the
back of the property, John Bristow
president of ICABO announced. The
divided into
mimimum one-acre lots and will be
sold for the cost of the development
ICABO will not make a profit on
The
property will be sold for the cost of

property  will be

the land, Bristow emphasized

development, the road, a surveyor

fivided by
parcels in the Ement addinon, he

lawyer the number of

sand

by its elimination of revenue shar
ing. “With a two wmilhon dollar
debt,”” Smuth sand, ""where 15 the
revenue to share?"" Block grants and
federal economic development pro
grams are still available to counties
Willow Creek Dam was built under
such a program and much controver
sy and will turn out to benefit the
vounty
Packwood's Tax Bill

Packwood's bill will receive ap
proval in both houses, he
although some people say that it will
eliminate investment tax credits and

sand

income averaging and limat capital
Some say that because
it eluminates tax shelters, it hurts the
yrwce of land, but it provides a small,

I
S

gans to 8%

tax reduction tor maddle income
It provides two valuable
1) & farrness of the system re

people
things
n],i]i[l!!;‘ MMIW o l'TI!Il’_;“u[]\ oy ])_l\, a
and
Invest money to
more

munumum tax tor the first iime
it reverses the
attitude 1o a

avond  taxes

positive need o invest money 1o gan
INCOoIme
The bill 1s 60% good and 40%

bad, so how do vou vote? he
summanzed
Delense
Although Smith has traditionally
upported a strong detense, for the

last year he has been saying that
%295 hilhon 1s enough lor defense,
the defense budget must lake cuts
litke evervone else He has supponed
in Jdetense

and reductions

\{rn\'.-:u- since the country s defense

Ireeres

has been adequately updated
Forewgn Policy
Stuth st tions

against the South

.-l“l"\("\ CUOMMTIR
African govern
ment because, he says, they will hun
the Black people. Simularly
if the United States pulls out of South
Africa
against the repugnant aparthed

he savs

we will lose our influence

It s important, the Congressman
savs, that we assist the Contras in
Nicaragua because we don't want
another Cuba. The Soviet Umion has
sent $600 mulhon of armaments to
the We don't care what
kKind of government Nicaragua has
but we do not want terronsm. The
majorty of the Members of Con
gress who hive on the southern U S
tavor the

they

ferrorists

horders ad o Contras

hecause know the revolu
tonanes will come north. We would
much prefer that the Contardoran na
tions solve their own problems, but
we want to avond a terronst takeover
of South Amenca We will not send
American troops there, it will not be

another Vietnam

of the police force was given as main
reason for not changing. No action
was taken by the council, por com
ment made

Ken Key responded to a letter 1o
the council from City Attorney Bill
Kuhn. Kuhn said Key “has legally
partiioned the property and does not
have county approval for his use of
the property on Cemetery Hill
Because he has no county approval
the city or any other interested land
owner could request he remove any
structures placed on that property
Kuhn asked for, and received ap
proval of having the planner, Dan
Meador who is working with the ¢
ty planning commussion platt the area
between the Bobbi Angell land on
the west, Heppner city limits on the
north, the Corps road on the cast and
Willow Creek road on the south
This would make it simple 1o annex
the land later. Kuhn recommended
to the City that water not be allowed
to Key on the property. he
it would take four to six months
before the Corps could enter into an
agreement to annex s land as the
proposal has to go to Washington to
be approved. Key objected, and saud
he had all requirements met that the
county had given huim. He insisted he
did not want his two-acres
divided and did not intend to sell oft
lots. He said he wanted to live there
but would leave the area if he could
not build there. He accused the coun
cil of “not wanting Heppner 1o
grow’" and sawd he had received one
sethack after another for almost a
year No action was taken bevond
giving authonty to plant the land

The council adopted a motion en
couraging votes to keep the schools
open in the county, by approving the
proposed school budget and serial
levy

Apphication to
license for Bud's Pub was appros
ed. Charlie Wisdom, new owner of
Kate's Pizza, attended the meeting
asking for approval of a beer and

sand

sub

rencw llqln-l

wine license as he needed 1o get one
from the state before another
il meeting. It was reported a new
owner of the Wagon Wheel had con
tacted city hall to see about getting

vired

voun

the same approval. Council
approval, contingent on a favorable
result of the check of records to be
Police Chiel

on both new owners

made by Doug
Rathbun

Mavor Costa said she has been
heanng good reports from people in
the town and from the schools about
how the city crew 18 giving goosd ser
vices o cihizens

Kuhn reported the Semor Citizens
were now interested in locating thear
Semor Center on the ground Noor of
the hotel bulding and would meet
with the architect to see what could
be worked out

Chuef Rathbun reported two of the
sidewalks on Court Street stll had
not been H‘;\.ll.l\'n] He said he had
written owners Harry O'Donnell and
Ball Johnson but had no cooperation

City Manager Lovgren reported
the Scott Atkison lot on Main Street
where his business burned out three
for
$15,000 ¢f the owner

yeurs sale Price s
S0 000 cash
carries it Lovgren said it s apprais
ed at $20 (00

City Crew Foreman Dave Winters

sard he wanted to get on with con

ago s

structing the foot bridge over Willow
Creck
Lions Club

but had not heard from the
He was told 1o contact
them, they were wamting for haum to
ould do
A special meeting was set for
pom September |8
to audit the ballots in the September
16 vote, at city hall

outhine the work sothey o

on Wednesday

for community development

I'he property is zoned residential
and the deed will specify that the
land be improved (have a private
dwelling on it) within a specific
amount of time, Bristow continued
The property may not be held for
speculation. ICABO expects to have
the lots ready for sale within six to
12 months, he sad

(nher deas for development in the
Emen Addition are stll in progress,
Bristow said. About 15 acres of the
property are too steep for residential
development and ICABO may try to
develop some kind of recreational
facilities there

ICABO was formed three years
ago to develop and promote the
town. One of the organization’s first
projects was to clear some commer
Cral lots in lone and the organization
has sponsored a general town

The lights went off. . .

It was the same story again Mon
day might when many area residents
were without electrnicity for nearly
six hours, said Columbia Basin Elec
tric Co-op Manager Fred Toombs

An insulator *"flashed over’' on
the Bombing Range which set a pole
on fire and burned the pole off. The
conductors dropped on each other,
Toombs sad

A full crew reported to change the

pole, Toombs saud. They returned to
Heppner at 6 a. m. and repaired two
minor outages here

We are asking our customers to
bear with us, Toombs said, until the

new line is built. The line had been
scheduled for replacement in
I98K-B9, but because it was

detenorating so rapwdly, replacement
has been scheduled to begin in
March, 1987

cleanup cach year. Two years ago
the organization built a gazebo in the
city park and compiled a hist of

available rental property

Weather Report

By Oty of Hagpere

September 2 - September 9

High Low  Precip
Tues K4 51 0
Wed RS 54 ]
Thurs ) 54 ()
Fn L& 44 0
Sat 15 47 0
Sun 8O 4t 0
Mon Hy AN 08

Market Report

Cowrgierarts of Tw Morow Courty hmn Ceowery

Tuesday, September 9
Soft White

Sept 2.74/%2.76
Oct 2. 78/%2 RO
Nov 2 K2/%2 R4
Dec ') R6/) B
Jan 2 90/ 92
Barley
gff‘l L]
Oct 70,
Nov 71
Dec ¥12
Hard Red Winter ~

Ordinaries n.mn
Generic 114% cash certificates
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