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Wahtonka favored to win Columbia Basin Conference

By Ashley Conklin
Nothing in life is certain, except

death and taxes. "' How true that
might be, but when listening to the
coaches of the Columbia Basin Con
ference pick the favonite 1o win the
CRC football race this season, one
thing almost does seem certain
Wahtonka will win the CBC

Last year the Eagles ran o a
perfect B0 record in league play
before losing in the quanerfinals of
the Class "A"" state playoffs

Whereas the eight other coaches
see Wahtonka as the overwhelming
favorite in the CBC, Eagle boss
Buck Armstrong (in his third year)
18 guarding against such talk that his
team will easily walk away with the
CBC ¢ and &  state
championship

When asked 1o assess his team's
chances in the CBC this season,
Armstrong simply sad, *"'We should
be in the fight

Wahtonka retumns |3 starters from
last season’s team. including senior
running backs Jamie Baucum and
Rob Watson. Baucum rushed for
over | 000 yards last season and the
all-conference back will again run
behind the likes of all-conference
picks such as semor guard Scott Car
ty and senior tackle Jay Collier

Umatilla, which earned the CBC s
second playofY berth a year ago, will
returne  all-conference first team
quanerback Russell Richards, a

VN

SCNor

Sherman County and Wasco
will be hard pressed this
season 1o even field a team at umes,
as numbers have become a problem

County

al those two schools

The Huskies have 29 players out
this season, but 10 are freshman and
IS have never played football
hetore

Over at Maupin, Wasco County
has only 200ut, with 14 of those be
ing either freshmen or sophomores
Stanfield also may have problems
this season, with just 26 players on
the roster

Another big change in the CBC 18
the hiring of five new head coaches
Dirk Dirksen takes over
at Riverside, Mike Clarke assumes
the head job at Stanfield, Bill Dale
Umatilla, Mike Cutter
moves 1in ot Wasco County, and
leading Weston-McEwen will be
Lynn Harris

While Wahtonka has been tabbed
o win the CBC, there 15 no clear
cut favorite 1o win the second playoff
herth

Heppner coach Tim Birkby sees
Heppner, Riverside, Umatilla, and
Wahtonka as the top four teams in
Husky head coach Ron
Townsend agrees with Birkby, but
adds Stanfield to the hist. Some, like
Clarke, see the race for the number
two spot wide open

When asked to name a dark horse
in the league this season, several
picked Heppner, who returns 10
semiors. But Birkby sees a young
Pilot Rock team that has matured
ance last season and Clarke picks his
wan team as o dark horse because

we have been near the bottom of
the |r.|_;'lu‘ fowr some tume, but surviv

this scason

will guide

the league

ing any injurnes we should be a bet
Again, the
numbers game figures into the race

Below 1s a look alphabetically ar
how the CBC race shapes up

Heppner

Birkby, in his second year at the
helm, will be lead the
Mustangs to the playoffs for the first
time 1981 Heppner has the
luxury of 10 returning seniors and
started eight of them on both offense
andd defense in last Fraday s 6-0 non
conference loss to Weston-McEwen

ter team this year

trymmg to

sinwe

The Mustangs stant five semors on
the offensive led by tackles
Jason Palmer (5°10°°, 195 Ibs ) and
Bob Richl (59" 180 Ibs.)

In the backfield, semior Joe Taylor
(5°6°". 140 Ibs.) will run Heppner's
option game and has semors Scott

line

Buschke (571177, 170 Ibs) and
David Pedro (6'0°°, 180 Ibs.) plus
jumior Scott Jones (S8, 140 Ibs )

to give the ball to
On defense the Mustangs will ook

Offensive

Joo Taylor 820
58 140 bs . OB-CH
Senor
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for the talented play and leadership
of Palmer and Pedro at linebackers
and Richl at wackle

The one weakness Heppner does
have 18 s passing game where
T‘,Iljl’ will be throwing 1o
sophomores Craig Angell (5’1"
150 Ibs ) and Bryan Padberg ($°7"
135 Ibs ) Expenience 1s a problem at
the receiving posibons, and even
more so since jumior Mark Fishbumn
(S°10°°, 135 Ibs. ) dunlocated his
shoulder against Weston-McEwen

But if the Mustangs are able to use
therr strength to overcome the
weaknesses it could be playoff action
for Heppner in November

Pilot Rock

Last scason was nid an casy one
for first-year coach Ed Fisher who
struggled through an 0-9 season, O-8
in league play

But last year's sophomore
domnated squad 15 a year older now
and with 15 returning stanters the
Rock has nowhere 1o go but up

Back 15 talented jumior quanterback
and linchacker Rick Rasmussen
(S°11"", 160 Ibs.) Also back is a
backfield of jumor Jerry Lankford
(56", 150 Ibs ) and semior Denmis
Deno (5'7 155 Ibs )

Blocking for those backs will be
junior Corey Gniffith (S'0°°, 218
Ibs.) and semior Ermie Wicken
(6°0"°, 190 Ibs )

Ihe Rockets will have Rasmussen
run Deno at fullback and Lankford
at tarlback out of the 1" formation,
in order for the Rockets to use their
speed in those positions

""We will be competitive with the
whaole league this scason,”” Fisher
said 'l think all the teams are fair
ly well matched with the exception
of Wahtonka "'

If Palot Rock 1s able 1o use s
speed and as Fisher says, “"stay away
from injunes,” the Rock should be

very competitive
Riverside

Umatilla 1s not the only team
returning an all-conference quarter
back as the Pirates return semior

Mike Gniffin, an honorable mention
all-conference pick a year ago

However, Dirksen would like to
use Griffin at tlback in hus 1" for
mation this season

Also returning to the Riverside of

fense are semor tmlback Rick
Holden, senior fullback Matt Nutt
brock, and wide receiver Mike
Ammons

Nuttbrock may be switched 1o
flanker this season, where semor

transfer Boyd Davis currently is
Dirksen is expecting big thngs of

Davis, who might also fill in at
ta!hack
Defensively, the linebackers are a

solid group with Gniffin and Nutt
brock, an honorable mention seles
tion last season  Also returning are
Ammons Holden in the
secondary
The biggest question marks we

have nght now are both our offen
sive and defensive lines.”' Dirksen

where there are no returners
Our kids are working hard and
have a willingness to work he
adds, ““which 1s definitely a plus

at hard work just might pay off
and take the Pirates from a 4.5
overall record, 44 in league play
to a playoff berth this

and

sand

last season,
sCasoOn
Sherman County

With 29 players out, and 15 of
them freshmen, or first-year players,
it looks hike a rebuilding year for
second-year coach Townsend,
whose team himished third in the
CBC a year ago with a 6-2 league
record and 7-2 mark overall What
kept the Huskies out of plavoff ac
non  last season was a
Umatilla in the season’s final game

Senior Brian Peters, a second
team all-conference pick a year ago
at both the offensive and defensive
lines, is the only returning full-time
starter from a yvear ago. Aside from
Peters’ size (51177, 195 Ibs.), the
rest of the Huskies are relatively
small

“"When you're small 1 guess
you're supposed to have speed and
I think we should have a good
amount of speed,”” Townsend said

loss  to

M
Players of the Week

Defensive

Bob Ry 055
39, 175 s, T.T
Senwor

Indeed, Townsend will have speed
in junior Mark Baskins, (6°1°°, 170
Ibs. ) the runner-up in the 400 meter
dash at last spring s Class A" state
track meet

Baskins will be in the backfield
along with senior Gary Eaton (87"
150 Ibs ) Last year, Eaton was SC's
staring quarterback before he broke
his collarbone in the fourth game of
the yecar

However, Eaton may be a runn
ing back in Townsend's split-back
offense. If so, semor Tracy Fields
($°10°", 150 Ibs ) wall be the quaner
back. However, there are two other
candidates for running back in Jason
Andreas and Jamie Wallace
Whoever the quarterback s, will
throw o wide receiver Bryan
Robertson (5°7°°, 155 Ibs)

On defense the Huskies strength
should lie with Peters and in the
secondary where Eaton and Robert
son will play

“Experience 1s definitely a factor
for us this season, but if we can get
some cxperience in games along the
way, we should be competitive
Townsend sand The kids have a
good attitude and are willing 1o work
hard *

If the hard work pays off, coupl
ed with experience, SC may be very
competitive

Stanfield

Clarke, even though in his first
year as head coach of the Tigers, 1s
no stranger to the coaching ranks
with three years assistant coaching
cxpenence at Stanfield, three years

as head coach at Echo, and four
years as head coach at Cascade
Locks, both Class B schools

Clarke will also bring back Kelly
Williams as an assistant coach, who
is now in hus fourth year

Stanfield faced with a
numbers problem, but hopes that
having |1 returning stanters among
its 26 players will help improve the
team’s league and overall records of
26 of a year ago

We do have a lack of depth and

if somebody goes down with an in
jury we ‘re in trouble, " Clarke sand

But what Clarke does have to
work with s indeed very good

Returning on the line 18 senior
tackle Norm Stewan (6] 230

s also

Ibs ), who Clarke refers 1o as "'a
good all-around player

Semor split end Scott Clarke
(58 155 Ibs ) and jumor end Eric
MacPherson (6°0) 170 Ibs ) also
return MacPherson was an
honorable mention  all-conlerence
pick a vear ago and Clarke, who
plays safety on defense, was an
honorable mention defensive back

last season

Throwing the ball o Clarke
MacPherson will be
Shawn Mantesculli (576
who started the Tigers
games last season

Also in the hackfield will be retur
ning starter Bremt Mormis (5710
180 Ibs. ) a semior, who s
excellent " hinebacker according t
coach Clarke

Another key performer will be

and
sophomore
150 Ibs

last three

also an

semor Troy Clark (670 165 Ibs
who will play ether halfback
flanker, or on the offensive line

Despite not having the depth of a
playof! team, Stanfield definitely has
talent and that talemt could carry
them to the playolfs

Umatilla

After advancing to the first round
of the Class ""A"" state playoffs a
year ago, the Vikings hope to do so
again on Richards’ arm that produ
ed a league record of 7-1 and an
overall mark of 7-3

Dale, though is forced 1o replace
an offensive line that was wiped out
by gradustion. If the line can be
rebuilt, and give Richards enough
time to throw, the Vikings should
have another banner season

Richards” wideouts will be semors
Keith Kennedy and Jerry Leicht In
the backfield along with Richards
will be Cory Muth and Cruz Garca
Muth was also an all conference per
former for Umatilla a year ago

Defensively, Dale wall try to keep
Richards from playing safety so that
his signal caller can concentrate on
offense. Garcia will return to fill one
secondary spot

However, like the offense and the
rest of the Vikings' success this
season, everything hies in how well
the line can perform
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Cardinals

Wahtonka W est

We're taking this season one

game at a tume Armstrong sad
“and impunes will tell the story

That, probably more than anything

n-McEwen

In hus first- vear Harms has & young
but will be blessed with
mference quanerback

ifcam
another all-«

in semor Todd Hanson Hanson was

clse, best describes Wahtonka's oo ponm pick a year ag
chances this scason Last season the TigerScots ran the
At least on paper the Eagles option as their primary offense, but
should run away with the CBC and 11 1ot Hanson put the ball in the air
contend for the Class A7 state title this season
Wahtonka will once again run out However. it was the threat of the
of the T formaton, featuring pass ,a,-...r-.r Heppner last Friday
Baucum at halfback, Watson at night that opened up the option and
fullback, and jumor Fred Bracken the rest of the running game cn route
bury at the other halfhack position o a3 60 wir
Running the offense will be Chris Sophomore lohn Pik
Miller reliirnes 0 rus i of the 1
The offensive line 18 bolstered by formation and was very instrumen
Canty (6'0 |80 Ibs ) and Coller tal in Weston-McEwen's win ovet
(60 200 Ibs ) and have .nal-‘tﬁ! Heppner
Lur:--r transfer [f.w Harns (62 : Bill Copenhaver (6°2 1781
205 Ibs.) The agles will run a 6-2 will be one of Hanson's targets thas
alignment defensively, and despite season along with John Shanks

= of ollhwe r
the presence of Canty, Colhier, and Copenhaver was an all-conference

0 otes th gle
Harns, Armstrong notes 'I.c Fagles tight end & year ago
are weak in thewr down linemen he TianrScots' line wais o beavy
« o rrform ofr " 1"
Another key performer ! asualty o graduation and will stan
Wahtonka will be defensive safety wnior Loren Peterson (5°11 IRS
Ken LeBrun, a semor o Bob Shanks. Drew Bermies
[ time will te the Eagles
Inly tume will tell of the Eagle and Erme Clark
ith the ( nd wir
can run away with the CBC and win If Weston-McEwen can use the

the state crown
e G passing and running game equally

well to threaten the opposition, they

might be a threat for the playoffs
Wasco County

Cutter s first year at Wasco Coun

ty won't be an easy one as only four

starters on the 20 man roster return
from last scason’s 3.6 overall mark
V-8 ar icague acthion

Fourteen Redsides are ecither
freshmen or sophomores, s0 ap
propriately, Cutter 1s hoping for
some expenienced players to provide
leadership

We're lacking expenence and

size. but the players we have are
cager to play foothall,”" he said

Sam Woodside returns on the line
where he should receive help from
Jim Hull (67 175 Ibs.) and Jim
Barger

Those three will be opening holes
for running backs Mike Earl and
Dan Thomas, plus quarterback Dus
ty Smuth. When Smuth throws the
ball he for Enc
llllr‘vv

This
Cutter saud
being an assistant
High School for three yvears
building year

Il be looking
SN
is a building year for us,’
who moved over after
coach at Bend
“Since
this 15 a we'll be
weak

If the Redsides can build for the
the future may be bright not

for Wasco

future

weah County

Ione sets sights on district tourney

By Ashley C onklin have we should be abie to see post

Four seems to be the mam sCasoOn action
number for this vear s lone Varsty Four mught be the magic number
Volleyball team as they set the lone this season, but the magi

sights on advancing to the Il.; Sky
Conference Distnict B
lournament on Noven

Jocelyn Jones returns to

iher 'a
oach the

of the Week

By Ashley Conklin

Jones, in her fourth year

will be trying to take lone to the

distnict tournament for the first ime Seniors Joe Tavior and Bob Riehl
cver were named by head Mustang foon
Two years ago the Cardinals fell ball coach Tim Birkby as offensive
two games short of advancing 1o the and defensive Plavers he Week
distnict tourmament and ended up in spectively for their roles in Hepp
third place in the four-team Eastern 50 G oin OpEning game against
Division of the Big Sky Conference Weston-McEwen last Frniday
Last season lone fimshed 64 1n Ihe Mustangs lost the non
Big Sky Conference play, and 7-10 mierence game 6-0 and struggled
overall, but again fell short of see itensively .,r‘- they racked up oniy
ing [\-\l sCason actom 27 vards of total offense
But with four returming starnters
this season in semors Deena Hams
Patty McEligtott, Candi Rudisall
and Junsor Ronds Tews . lone has the
cypenence they hav whed in re

cnl vears

McElligont, and Rud
Howey

arc a °C-vear stancrs
lone will mmuss Sandhh Wnight whao leht
shool 4 year carly. “Our_one through Sun., Sept. 21
weakness thus vear will be height
because we lost Sandi (who was
511 explained Jones
The other two starters will be
sophomore Angie Rudisill, a
returner from  last vear and — AT AT

freshman Jo Cupps. Al press time

the other -.!.’\J'.\”-‘F\‘I- had not been Our Clams are back
filled. “*We finally have experience ) . L
of Oiir 2ide " atil Timas St s I'hursday nights 6 p.m.-?
will definntely b wr biggest
5:..'."\“1."

The Cardinals mav have a tough
ume advancing to district. though AGO

g fhessicpmaniondy iy - Restaurant
sy B tate 1

r2qurns s entire tean
[‘|l'|(|'\ intact. Bt i
imn l['- l"‘ v A | win I I H
1""‘\\‘“-’ .|I|r;Ir 2 |I ) |
tend for a distngt plavoll bertd
However, Jones sees Helin as a tea
on the nise and sawd, “"they pht e
pretty decent Helin ke lone, ha
struggled in the past

lone will have a tough pr
to get them ready tor Big Sky (
ference action thougt

After opening at ho }
with Davwville, Ton st then
last season’s District A champ
Heppner on Tuesday, Sept 9 L.
the Cardinals will participate A CHARGED
five-team Dutur tournamem 11
on \l'l‘h'-"--""" _" ] I AT nust tras
to Portland 1o partcipate th
16-team Rex Putham tournament
that will feature |5 Class AAA
high schools, and lone W have
a good pre-season which should rea
ly prepare us for league play Jovw
sand

If there's ever been a vear

which lone should go to the distr
tournament, thus should be it Jovrw
added With the UPCTICVE W 6?6 91

=0 OuD Cilo i Cia gt
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Sat

Lots of Bargains

Sept

SHOP VAC

Sale Prices On. 54”5
@ Housewares

@ Batteries

in

date w
of the

toumamenmt

| i i |

| will be out of town on
vacation from Sat., Sept. 13,

Rutting Season 1s Over!

Goood' Western Stompin' Music Fri. & Sat

& Lounge

TOoOL BOX

$3495
[one Hardware 422.7211 PRO

the date
district

il be November |
District 3-B

Tawlor, Riehl named Players

However, Taylor was able to gain
18 vards on the ground and was cited

by Birkby for “"doing a good job

runming the option Heppner's
main offense

the Mustangs leading
tackler a vear ago, led Heppner
defensively with 19 wackles for 21
defensive points. Richl, a rackle

also led the defense that allowed the
TgerScots only 114 yvards of wtal

lense

|
3pner Auto Parts

148 E. Center
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