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Seniors asked to return property

Semor Citizens  Commuttee
- wd be allowed to build a semor
enter on Fairgrounds property,
Morrow Coumty Judge Don

McElhgott has announced. He has
siso asked that the senor Citizens
turn o the county the parcel of
ind deeded to them on June 27
RS
Morrow County Court has learn
! that a governing body s pro
Mited by state law from transfernng
HC property (O a private entity
without first holding a public hear
£ 1o establish that the property s
irplus,  he sad
snce the county did not follow
per provedure and hold a public
anng o determune that the proper
s rons Hinton Creek from the

fargrounds s ““surplus ™ county pro
the Judge said, the county

ourt s asking that the semsor citizens

T

City to ask new tax base

By Avon Melby
sk for a new
ase al the November electron
and for a three-year seral levy of
$100,000 per year at the September
|6 election

Council members agreed on the
new tax base request because cach
of the past two years voters have re

City of Heppner wal

jected budget requests. Councilman
Marvin Lane said **We have had to
cut out 25 1o 1S thousand dollars of
needed equipment and supplies,
money we needed o provide ade
Quate services, because the budget
was voted down

A tax base of $125.000 was ap
proved in 1980 It has been increas
ed by the allowable six percent each
year, giving a tax base thus year of
$167.000. An amount of $200,000
was suggested for the new base
Lane noted “*We can use less than
the total, or et use the automatic sin
percent increase, if we have enough
No exact
amount was set. A committee will
study and report at the next meeting
on what figure should be requested
For the November election, the
amount would need to be declared
to the county clerk after the
next meeting on September 2

money 1in future years

ouncil’s

Money on the serial levy is need
ed o provide repairs, up date the
wiler system, and repair some street
surfacing 1n many arcas of the town
Water and sewer work will be done
first, so0 no streets will be dug up for
repairs after new surfacing 1s lawd
Cost estimate figured by crew
foreman David Winters 15 840 per
linear foot for the paving. Based on
current figures, cost would be
estimated at $3 8S per $1.000 of
property valuation to raise the annual
$100,000 next year, but would pro
bably increase a little each of the
next two years

Libranan Bethel Henrichs and
Pauline Winter of the library board
asked approval of the council o
order a book drop box to be built at
a cost of $279 as quoted by an oul
of-town person. The council saud to
check locally to see if that price
could be met or would come In less
than the quoted amount for the work
If no one locally would do the work
for $279, permussion was given (o go
ahead and have ot built, contingent
on approval of the County Coun
Since the Court is in charge of the
muscum-library  butlding, Mayor
Cara Costa saxd she would meet with
the Court to get it's permission

Following a lengthy discussion
the council agreed to permit Ken
Key to annex to the city, by-passing
the earlier route which would have
demanded approval of the Corps of
Engineers to deed some of s land
to the city. An effort will be made
to get the cemetery annexed to the
city. The boundary for city limits
will be extended to a portion of the
property South of the cemetery, tak
ing in Key's land. Key, who had
complained about waiting six months
for water, was told 1o meet with the
city crew within the next two days
1o figure where the best connection
for water could be made. He will be
annexed to the city if the cemetery
board agrees Locations and type of
buildings he may put on the land will
be set by the planming comimission

Mavor Cara Costa briefed the
council on a cooperative effort of the
city and several wRanizations in
boosting Heppner. The first project
18 to change the empty lot on Man
Street where a fire burned out a
grocery store between the post office
and the Shoe Box The garden club
will do landscaping and plam
flowers. The Lions Club will put up
a tent for covered seating space, and
a place to show information about
the area. Shorty Peck, of the far
board, will bring an old wagon to
display. The project is to be com
pleted before the fair. To obtain in
surance, the city should rent the land
from its owners, at $1 per year. This
way it can be included in the city's
liability policy. Council members
thought it was good publicity and
agreed to the lease, and to providing
water for the area

Approval of advertising for a pro
ject architect for turning Heppner
Hotel into a 24-unit housing rental
for retired people was given City At
torney Bill Kuhn, Kuhn said the
$500,000 grant already awarded the
city could be disallowed if the city
is not working on the project by
December He was also authorized
to spend $5,000 to hire an archetect
to make up a project design so the
state could be told how the requested
loan of $600 000 can be repaxd. N
one wants 10 go in to this unless we
are sure the project is feasible,  he
said. The $5,000 15 to come fron

atim Kuhn
said Heppner Economic Develope
ment Corp. has already donated
$1.500, the Chamber of Commerce

and other

ations by organizations

wganizations will be ask
*d 1o donate

City Manager Marshall Lovgren
WS AP o] 1f ¢ OfMicer. 1o

take care of government

forms and paper work
necessary on the hotel project
Tennison Engineering was hired
1o the update work on the city's
ve pilan This
1€ cssil . DECAUNE .'!l' \:.I'I(.
CRisiat and Land Conservation

id Deve wment Council reqguires
I State funding will be used 1 pay

he Tennison people

Kuhn reported the Corps of
Engineers had people here last week
hey have agreed to redo the work

1 the Little League hield they bult

«ar the dam so it can be used
and seeding should be done

Laguor License renewals were ap
proved for Heppner Bowl, Centra
Market, Cal's Lounge & Cafle
Heppner Elks Club, Cournt Street

Market, and Bucknum's Tavern

deed the property back to the coun
Iy

It the semiors should decide o
build there at a later date, he said
we will hold a heanng to determune
if the property is surplus and then
act

McElhgott also said that because
the county had received a number of
letters and personal communications

from people at both ends of the coun
ty who opposed deeding fair grounds
property to the semor citizens, the
county court had determuned to hold
a public hearing on the matter
following harvest and the Morrow
County Fair and Rodeo It was while
doing resecarch for the matter, that
“we discovered that such a transfer
18 Ph‘hlhllﬁ’_. he sand

Harvest yields close
to 10-year average

With harvest in Morrow County
three - fourths over, Morrow County
Gramn Growers still has adequate
storage avatlable, Manager Larry
Mills reports

Jordan Elevator s full and has had
0 turn away several customers
elevator manager Dick Smder sad
I uesday We have been full here
the last four or five vears. Our total

apadc ity 1s 600 000 bushels and at
the beginming of this vear's harvest
ad room for about 150 000
he sand Most of Jordan

clevator's customers have fimshed

harvest

The Grain Growers still has two
arge covered prles at the river car

ed over from previous years, Mills
wiid Since crop vield s less than last
vear, it helps storage ““We expect
wine will be stored on the ground at
SNorth Lex thas vear he sand

This year's crop s definitely oot
v bumper crop, and s somewhat
"

wlow the hive vear average, but 1ot

s Close to the 10 year average, Mills

-
y 3

Building

Ed Struthers, caretaker at the Morrow County Fairgrounds has been busy
the last week building a fire escape behind the North grandstand

The Fair Board was notified in July that an exit from the northwest cor
ner of the grandstands would have to be in place before this year's rodeo
New fire regulations made the regular exits insufficient

The fire escape descends from the top row of the bleacher seats 1o a plat

Superintendent sa

The Morrow School
Instrict needs voter approval of hoth
the $5.140 641 special levy and the
S471. 786 seral levy in the August
12 mailan election, Superintendent
Dovie McCaslin said Tuesdas

School distnict admanistrators are

concerned, he sad that many voters

County

tend to consider the seral levy as
something extra But, nounming ex
tra 18 proposed. On the contrary , we
have actually delayed until next vear
several things which need to be
done. The district has $27 mullion
worth of bulldings and equipment
Any business 15 concerned with
maimtaining s investment and ot
letting facihities deterorate. If we
operate as a4 business, we need to
maintain buildings and equipment

“And that (expense) i1s only sup
port for our man program which
educating kids," he emphasized ~“We
will stull have a good budget if both
levies pass.”

The School Board, he sad, 18
restricted by the stste tax rate limita
tion law. Since the first two efforts
to pass a levy failed, the maximum
the district can ask in a one-year
special levy is that amount which the
tax rate extablished in 1981, $6 89
per $1.000 of assessed property
value, will raise. For next year, that
amount 1s $5, 140 641

District-wide enrollment was
lower in 1981 than s expected for
next year, the supenntendent said
New graduation and special educa
tion requirements have been added

nce 1981 New mumimum stan
Lards have been set for counseling
and dropout prevention

The total tax rate for 198687
alculated om a total levy amount of
$7.1S8.922 (55,140,643 specia
levy, S4TLTHO senal levy: SKIORN

e base. and $709 684 bonded debt
payment s estimated 10 be SR 9S8
per $1.000 of assessed property
vilue. "' This represents an increase

o about $10 per yvear on a $10,000
property over last vear's rate.'' he

|
S

If a majority of the voters
send in ballots, we believe
the school budget will pass
because we can 't believe a ma
jority of people are not suppor
ning programs in the schools
Supt. Doyle McCashin

The serial levy is not an extra, he
repeated. It merely raises the addi
tinal money needed to retain the
current educational standards at a
somewhat reduced—but sull
acceptable —level

We're trying to get kids well
educated,”’ he sad

Further reduction of educational
and extra curncular programs does
not seem feasible, he sand

It s important that everyone vole,
he sand. As of last Friday, the Mor
row County Clerk's Office had
received only 1,084 ballots, which

an escape

form above the animal pens then turns at a %0 degree angle dropping into

one of the pens

The fire escape will be an emergency exit only and will

not be used for a regular entrance or exit, Struthers said

To keep fire danger at a mumumum, Struthers continued, before to each
year's rodeo all weeds and trash are cleaned away from the grandstands
and the entire area including the bleachers 1s soaked down with a fire hose

cxplained

There 1s a wade varnety in gquality
of the crop this year, he continued
A 1ot of the barley 1s coming in light
because of the hot spell in June
Some of the wheat 1s even light, but
most 1s about S8 pounds per bushel

“Yields are down, but are better
than were expected,” County Agent
Fred Lundin echoed Mills repon
USome bushel weights are hight, but
o as r.\;'hl is they could have heen
Some barley is doing better than ex
pected

Some farmers have reported that
this year's spring barley 1s vielding
better than their fall barley did

Two special
sections
included
this week

Fwo special sections are included
in this week s newspaper

A |6 page Morrow County Faar
and Rodeo special section highlights
events of the August 14-17 county
wide event

An cight-page section features in
formation about the first Greater
Columtia Canoe Race 1o be held this
weekend Irrigon  and
Boardman

between

Sheriff confiscates
marijuana plants

The Morrow County Shenft's Of
fice seized 12 marjuana plants
August 26 following an investigation
and flying over fields near Patterson
Ferry Road

I'he Shentl reported receiving in
formation of SUSPICIOUS achivity in a
circle of corn near Pole Line Road
and |- 84 Investiganion on August 27
resulted in the location of mne mari
juana plants and a suspect who led
deputies to three more plants grow
ing along the ralroad tracks near
Patterson Ferry Road

Ihe Shenift has requested a com
plaint charging ““Manufacture of a
Controlled  Substance trom the
Ihstnict Attomey s ofhice agmnst the
suspect, Duane Bruce Swdebottom
13, Irnigon

The plams ranged in size from
three o five feet in height Shenitl
Roy Drago sawd a full grown six fost
plant in full blossom has a street
value, when dned, of approximate
ly $1,000, depending on the type and
quality of the plam

The plants were found growing in
a circle hield owned by a corporate
farm, not on land owned by the
suspet

S both levies needed

is less than 25% of the county's
registered voters " We need a heavy
turnout by mail for the budget 1o
pass. | would like to encourage
voters to mail their ballots in by Fri

)\upu-.l 12 comes
If the majority of the
who sent in ballots for

day because
mighty fast
vilers, 67%
the county levy will vote in the
school budget election, we believe
the school budget will pass also
because we can’t behieve that a ma
jority of people are not supporting
the programs in the schools

Some people, he sand, have asked
why the district doesn’t close ineffi
‘Inethiciency 15 mint
he sad

cient schools
the only consideration
Many people throughout the county
want o keep their school in their
own town. It s doubtful that any
town would willingly give up their

Canoe race

August 9 the first major canoe
race in Oregon will get underway at
Il am. at the Irrigon Park

Organizers say there is good view
ing at the starting point, along the |15
mile Columbia River course, and at
the finish in Boardman

The race may not start until Satur
day morming, but the fun is expected
to start Friday night witha 69 p.m
barbecue in the Irngon Park. An out
door breakfast Saturday from 7-10

school. Forced closure in any loca
tion would result in unusual dissen
sion and discord. In today ‘s school
finance climate, we doubt that any
district can pass a budget if n
alienates an entire population center
by closing their school. The fact 18
everyone seems 1o be willing to close
a school in someone else's
town If it becomes a question of
alienating a majority o accom
modate a minority, the board needs
o know that, oo
We need to keep our schools fung
tioning and we need to keep them in
place. If some of the expected
developments in the north end of the
county materialize, 'l suspect we
will not be able to build schools fast
enough
A proposal for two-way com

mumcation through local advisory

starts Sat.

a.m. will help put spectators in the
mood for a g race, and evening
events in Boardman will help
everyone relax afterwards You
won't want to miss the Lwns Club
auction at the Boardman Marina
from 68 pm.__ a Western Street
Dance at the Hitchin® Post in
Boardman, and a Popular Street
Dance at the Boardman Marina and
then fimsh the whole event with an
outdoor breakfast at the Boardman
Marina Sunday morning

committees will be implemented this
fall, because, McCashin sand, more
than ever before, the advisory com
mittee members need to be active
rather than passive in their com
munities
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