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Sports Opinion

The Sixth Man

By Ashley Conklin

With summer just officially a little over a week old, the game of sum
mer. basehall, nears its halfway point with the major league all-star game
just over two weeks away . This year's star-studded contest, dominated for
vears by the Natuonal League, will take place in the Houston Astrodome
on July 1§

So far the major league season has been dominated by the New York
Mets in the National League and the Boston Red Sox in the American
League

The Mets, having finished second in the NL's Eastern Division the last
two years, own the league's best record with a 49-21 mark (after Sunday ‘s
F.H'IH.’\'

The Mets seem to be doing no wrong. They lead the NL in team batting
average and runs scored, are third in team ERA (eamed run average; and
are nearly 10 games ahead of second place Montreal

The Mets have four players hitting nearly 300 (after Friday's game) have
somebody in the top five in almost every offensive category; and all four
starting pitchers have cight or more wins

Meanwhile the Red Sox have earned the top spot in the AL East with
domunant pitching

Roger Clemens, who earlier struck out 20 Seattle Mariners to set a ma
jor league record for a nine inning game, is a perfect 14-0, leads the Al
in strikeouts, and has an ERA under 2 50

If that isn’t enough, Dennis “"Oil Can’’ Boyd is 10-5. Bruce Hurst had
led the AL in strikeouts before he went on the disabled list and Al Nipper
has just come off the DL And last, but probably most important, Boston
acquired veteran ace Tom Seaver from the Chicago White Sox on Sunday,
which may have locked up a World Sernies appearance for the Bosox

The most unusual thing about Boston's drive to the top is that they are
domg it with pitching and not hitting

Ihe Red Sox have an AL leading 3 47 team ERA and the last time they
led the league in pitching was in 1914, the year a guy by the name of Babe
Ruth was a rookie

Boston, despite Wade Boggs chasing the magical mark of a 400 batting
average, are hitting a respectible 269 as a team, but have hit only 51 home
runs

Ihe Red Sox rank only 13th, out of 14 AL teams in home runs, and Boston
usually clubs home runs easily in the confines of Feway Park and its feared
Creen Monster

While New York and Boston are running away with the Eastern Divi
sion races, the West races are neck-and-neck

In the NL West, three of last year's doormats, the Atlanta Braves, Houston
Astros, and San Francisco Giants are in that upper echelon

he Braves have gotten there thanks to the power of Bob Horner and
Dale Murphy . the Astros with the starting pitching of Mike Scott and relief
work of Dave Smuth, and the Giants have relied on young bats and the pitch
of the 8Os, the split-fingered fastball installed by manager Roger Craig

The AL West once again belongs to the California Angels and world
champion Kansas City Royals, but he Texas Rangers down-in-the-dumps,
year after yvear, are storming to the lead as well

he Angels have captivated the baseball world with **Wally World,"'
rookie first baseman Wally Jayne, who is tied for the major league lead
in homers at |V

The amazing thing about the Royals is that despite the disappeaning act
t Bret Saberhagen. last year's Cy Young winner, but only 4-8 this year,
they are still contending The Royals landed the biggest surprise of the season
by luring Heisman Trophy winner Bo Jackson away from football

Texas, like Boston, has relied on pitching, and a team 263 batting
average

Below s a look at the all-star teams for the two leagues

National League

First Base Keith Hernandez, New York Mets. (. 299, SHR, 11 RBI). The
fans overwhelming choice over San Diego’s Steve Garvey and rightfully so

Second Base The fans like the power of 1984 MVP Ryne Sandberg of
the Chicago Cubs ( 286, § HR, 42 RBD. | like Los Angeles’ Steve Sax
(. 310, Johnny Ray of I'llh!lurp 1s also very sohd

Third Base Philadelphia’s Mike Schmudt is having another great year
( 30, 14 HR, 52 RBD But how about the comeback effort of New York's
Ray Knight ( 305, 8 HR)?

Shortstop-For year's St Lows™ Ozzie Smuth had a lock on this position
and 15 having his best year ever at the plate ( 298). But one cannot forget
the year Hubie Brooks of Montreal is having ( 332, 13 HR, 47 RBI)

Outfield The fans will go with Darryl Strawberry of New York (. 279,
9 HR, 16 RBL, Dale Murphy of Atlanta ( 276, 12 HR, 32 RBI) and Tony
Ciwynn of San Diego ( 150, 49 runs). Keep Gwynn, but add Tim Raines,
Montreal ( 125,45 Runs, 11 SB) and Mike Marshall of Los Angeles ( 266,
17 HR, 46 RBL who has carried LA all season

Catcher - Gary Carter, New York ( 243, 11 HR, S0 RBI). Close behind
are the defensive prowess of Chicago's Jody Davis and the all-around play
of Pittsburg's Tony Pena

Pitcher- A tough choice since there 1s no dominant NL pucher. Good
chowes include Dwight Gexden, New York (8-31, B8 SO, 2 60 ERA), Scott
(85, 148 SO 2 15 ERA), and Fernando Valenzuela, Los Angeles’ (104,
1HISO, 14 ERA) <

American League

First Base- The premuere position in the AL belongs to Joyner this year
( 289, 19 HR, 55 RBI). Also good are New York's Don Matungly, the
AL MVP a vear ago ( 339, 11 HR, 55 RBI);, Balumore's Eddie Murray
the most consistent player this decade (. 289, 11 HR, 50 RBI);, and Min
nesota’s Kent Hrbek ¢ 127, 17 HR, 5SS RBI)

Second Base- The tans like Lou Whitaker of Detroat (. 275, B HR, 12 RBI)
and then Willie Randloph of New York (278, 1 HR, 30 RBD). Tony Phillips
of Oakland 1s vastly improved, but may be a year away

Third Base The race is between Boggs and Kansas City's George Bren
The fans like Brett ( 295, 8 HR, 19 RBI) one of my favorite players But

Boggs 1s much better ( 180, 5§ HR, 17 RBI). By hitung BS points higher
and close to Brett's power, how can Boggs be overlooked?

Shonstop- They should rename this postion Cal Ripken, Jr the Balumaore
Onole umtmun to play every inming of every game and puts up impressive
numbers ( 270, 8 HR, 12 RBI)

Outfield- This 1s where the fans voting show their ignorance. They pick
Rickey Henderson of New York ( 286, 14 HR, 41 RBI, 70 Runs, 46 SB)
Dave Winfield, also of New York ( 226, 12 HR, 47 RBI), and California’s
Reggie Jackson ( 119, 7 HR, 27 RBI). Sorry guys but none of these would
be my choice Henerson is a good all-around player and | like Reggie, but
only 7 HR and 27 RBI? Playing behind Joyner must be tough. Kerby Pichett
of Minnesota 1s phenomenal ( 31, 15 HR, 43 kKBI). Milwaukee's Robin
Yount is hitting 360 Then there's Jesse Barfield of Toronto ( 299, 19 HR,
54 RBI); another Twin, Tom Burunansky is impressive, too ( 290, 17 HR,
45 RBI). and Oakland rookie phenom Jose Canseco (267, 19 HR, 64 RBI)
See what | mean” Take your pick

Catcher-Lance Parnish, Detroit, who | think is the best catcher in either
league. Yes, better than Carter. Parrish’s numbers read: (252, 17 HR, 51
RBI)

Pitcher-No doubt about it, Clemens is the one. Despite his 14-0 mark
he also has the league lead in SO's with 125, and an ERA of 2 18. Any
other year Balumore's Mike Boddicker would get the nod (10-2, B0 SO's,
1 86 ERA)

Next week: a wrap-up of Wimbledon

Friday & Saturday
Prime Rib, Steaks, Seafood,
Fresh Oysters, Halibut, &

Prawns
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