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New Zealand fence good for the pasture; good for the water

An wlea fromm New Zealand will
upgrade forest pasture for Morrow
County Cattle ranchers and, at the
same hime, improve water quality to
antract spawning fish, savs Susan
Hayman, range manager for the
North Fork John Day Ranger
Dhstrict of the Umatilla National
Forest

The five-strand high tensile
smooth-wire lence built in  the
fashion of those in New Zealand
encloses a 2, S0 npartan pasture ud
jacent to Five-Mile Creek, in the
F G Whitney Cattle Allotment The
[I.ﬁfl,h' includes nodt nly the reck
Dank butl alw f n gra anid
timber

Not o be confused with corndor
fencing whet i NArrow arca along
a stream is fanced to protect the

reck bed. the New Zealand fence

project encloses a wide area so the

Susan Hayman ex

Joe Yocom of Morrow COU”TV Grain Growers plains how fence tension
be controlled with a

demonstrates flexibility of New Zealand fence can t

COwSs cannot see the water or the
green grass and creates a new type
of range management

IIT!{'N-\!‘d waler guality 1s the main
objective of the new management
play Hayman says The banks of
Five-Mile Creek are undercut and in
danger of collapsing into the strea
as cattle come down o drink or of
breaking off and washing sediment
downstream as e jams break up

Steelhead not native to Five Mile
Creck, may be expected in the futur
if the state blasts the falls 1S mile

Jownsteam, the only natural barrier

now keeping steelhead from the
John Day from ming to the
stream - i ~
r:|m" 1 ! paw Fivemile Creek in its current condition exhibits
ceincad prefer a spawning

ground with larger gravel savs the undercutting of the banks (background)

range manager. Sediment in the
stream fills the spaces between the
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Happy 4th of July!
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