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Letters to the Editor

Cooperation not conflict needed

"To the Editor
After reading your front page
story on the senior center in last
week's Gazette | feel responsible 1o
our community to supply informa
tion which may clear up some con
fusion and misinformation. Your
story made the joint decision of the
Fair Board and the Senior Citizen
Building Board to locate a multi-use
building on the fairgrounds look like
a serious conflict and like more are
opposed 10 it than favor it
The facts follow. Both boards
made the decision only after careful
consideration and interaction on all
angles we could think of, including
ramifications of the project both now
and in the future. Of the combined
eleven members of these boards, 9
are for it and 2 against i, one
member from cach board. The ma
jonty of both boards had no thought
of causing conflict in this communi
ty. We were cooperating to construct
the building not only for the mutual
benefit of both groups, but for the
benefit of the entire community as
well
Not satisfied with the majonty
vote, the two against it have gone in
to the community to raise opposition
to the project. | think people here
deserve to know the reasons why the
majority want to build on the
fairgrounds
First of all, it is cost effective: (1)
The fair, badly in need of more ex
hibit space, gets a good exhibit hall
free. Also . they no longer have 10
maintain the 100" x 150" plot they
offered the semiors (2) The semors
can build at less expense than on the
Hinton Creek site because of casier
access 1o sewer and water and no
cost for paving the parking arecas
(these well offsetting some additional
cost of floodproofing to meet the
engineers’ flood zonming re
quirements ) (3) County taxpayers
will be saved around $100,000 or
more for the initial cost of a bridge
and access road to the Hinton Creek
site plus ongoing tax dollars for
maintaining the road (4) The com
munity gets a low rental multi-use
building in the fair complex for
receptions, dinners, famuly reunions,
distnct meetings, conventions and so
on. This will be the only complex of
its kind in South Morrow and on the
only location where it could be with
the cost of constructing only one
building. It looks like a wise use of
dollars 1o us
Furthermore, in the future the pro
ject may aid 1n some eCconomic im
pact on the Heppner area. With
seniors being the fastest growing
segment of our population and the
baby boomers now in their 40°s,
semor citizens will be important in
the country's economy for many
years. Especially can this impact
Heppner's economy because people
from urban areas in Californa and
the Willamette Valley are consider
ing retirement in the smaller towns
in Eastern Oregon for cleaner air
quicter environment, less congestion
and other reasons. Heppner people
should cooperate 10 encourage
retired people to live here. The hotel
renovation project would be an in
centive. An active senior center
would, too. The office of the Area
Agency on Aging with multiple ser
vices for seniors would operate from
this center. It has potential for other
social, recreational, and educational
activities in addition to the meals be
ing served to 50 to 80 plus seniors
now each week at the fair annex
Another reason for the fair site 1s
the comfort and convenience of casy
access for seniors or any group us
ing the building, whereas the other
location has a steep street to drive,
not good especially in icy weather
Also in the future, after it is built,
will the seniors be able 1o support the
ongoing operation of the buillding”
What if they bankrupt” We felt the
fair site would offer them more op
portunities to rent the building and
to serve from their kitchen to defray
expenses. if they were not able to
swing it, the title would revert to the

We Will Be CLOSED
Sat.

Fair Board. The building located
there could be used by the fair and
the community

Admuttedly, there are disadvan
tages and obstacles, but these can be
solved with cooperation and some
resourcefulness. For example: the
building will take up some parking
space, but a good deal 1s left. A bus
can be used again to transport far
visitors  from downtown to the
fawrgrounds At fairs everywhere ex
hibit space takes pnority over park
ing space. Fair evaluators frown on
parking inside the grounds and very
few fairs do it. What will it do to the
Little League” Neither board intend
ed to harm that program Little
League Officials had wld the Fair
Board some time ago that they will
not be using the field after this
scason because they will have thewr
new ficld below the dam. We were
surprised when George Koffler said
they need an extra practice field and
junior high baseball needs a practice
field. Surely we can find another
spot. The area behind the proposed
building is about the same size. The
rodeo field s large enough for two
diamonds. Another possibility 1s the
Hinton Creek site which was former
ly prepared to use as an elementary
school playground

Since the site is in the flood plain
wouldn't that mean the building
would be high and ugly” Actually
engineering requirements are for
metal bars inside the cement blocks
so the building would be simular to
the other fair buildings and with
shrubbery and floral landscaping
would be an attractive addition to the
grounds and to that entrance into
town

One real disadvantage 1s that the
fair will not have points for revenue
from the racing funds when the
building is rented, but any time a
function there involves using space
outside the semor plot, the fair
would get points. Sometimes more
than one group want the hall for the
same date

The county court, of course, will
make the final decision. They asked
our two boards in the beginning of
this

satisfactony 1

project to reach a decision
both betore bringing
the agreement to them. offcally the
two boards have respected that re
quest. | feel sorry that the dissenting
members have not respected it, have
pressured the court, have, it seems
made a political football of the 1ssue
in an election year. The court s to
be commended for their generosity
support, vision, and patience in this
sttuation

Finally, 1 feel confidemt that the
people of this community will keep
their heads (and them) and
cooperate in supporting this project
will cooperate in overcoming the
problems and not permit a vocal, ag
Rressive minonty to stir further con
flict here. Cooperation, not conflict,
makes a better Life for us all. One of
the beauties of the democratic way
is that everyone has the nght 1o ex

usc

press his opimon but that the majon

ty determunes what will be the
greatest good for the greatest
number. 1 truly believe in that

system, and | truly behieve that ths
building on the fair ground site wall
be an asset 1o our COmMmuUnItY now
and for a long, long time
Sincerely
(s ane Rawlins
PS To readers who do not know
me, | have worked for the fair in
several capacities for over 30 vears
have been secretary and am now
president of the Semior Center
Building Board | suppon these
groups for their value to the whole
community
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Contributions appreciated

To the Ednor

By the tume thas letter 1s publish
ed, the May 20 school district elec
ton will have been conducted and
the outcome known. No matter how
turns ou* et
of thanks 10 a number of people and
orgenizations for thewr contributions
of effort, tme materals and

Liis Coumty owes a

My

supplies They gave totry o inform
the voters of how important a
positive vode for the levy is Tor g high
qu‘il‘& ol educatron in the County

Obituaries
Marshall A,

Nelson

Marshall A Nelson, 56, of Baker

cd Sundav My IRS
Elhzabeth ( ' M {

Funeral Services for Mr. Nelsor
were Saturday, May at Giray

West and Co. Pu

et

the Rev. Ralph Holcomb of the Fir
Chnistian Church n iming |
Cluding services | "
Sumpter Cemetery
MNelson was born July 24 929
Tacoma, Washington. 10 Claren
and Letha Austin N n H
red JoAnn Adams in K
1950 He d his
Tacoma and  later the
‘h:[‘h'l' and S A ar Al
did ranch work  He Hake
County in 1951 wi} {
ranched in the Kcating
1966 He ran the road erader for |
mgson Timber Divistion unial @
disability in 19 After |t
ment 1n 1974 he puttered Wi
working and beca ter
mining and the ges i i (%
MININE SIX YCar Ty He
tremendous |
mountamns  amnd
Chregon
Survivors  inglud o ]
Nelson of Moaument, Rod Nelsor
of Gathinberg, Tennessee, daughter

Conmie Morgan of Baker A
Mike and Jason Nelson of

simns
Pendleton, Luke Morgan of Bak
sister, Lilhan Stodelman of Salen
hrothers, Hermuan { Baker, |
ol Secattle Russe f Puy
Washungton, Chris of T

He was preceeded in death by a

sister Beatrice
Evelyn Valentine Lea

Evelyn May Valentine Lea, X

and both parents

Salhwda, died Fndav, May 9 in
Muodesto, Calitormia She had attend
ed Heppner schools during  the
| i s

A native of Portland, she
Salida 36 years. She was a sales
clerk for J C. Pennev Co for 10
ycars

Survivors anclude a son Richard
Allen Lea of Riverbank tw
daughters, Judy Lea Bolen

Woodland and Linda Rose Wilsor

I Igin. a brother James Valentine of

Manteca, and

‘.'1)‘}!! grandchildrer

For those who  wisl
brances mav be made 1w b
Amencan Cancer Sow P () Box
IRS. Modesto. California 98151
Cndeon  Internat i PO Hiry
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Correction
Florence (Mrs \ " \
Nolan, Jrois the mother of A ar
Ist Class Michael V. Nolan In last
week s “Service News ~ AN OWas

listed as the son of Millard V N
Jr. There was no mention of hs
mother

The Gazrette Fimes e grets the
crror

Plan Now On!

Vacation Bible School

June 9-13
Ages 4 years - 6th grade
Sunshine Factory Film, Series 2

Church of the Nazarene

9:00-11:30

We sincerely appreciate all of

who contnibuted, in whatever way
they contnibuied, we apologuze 1o
any people who helped who were o
properly recognized and those whose
names were inadvertantly left out of
the paid ad which appeared in this

paper
Sincerely

siderry McElligou
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Morrow County School Distnict
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Hospital Notes

FPioneer Memorial Hospita

admutting and discharging the

owing patients duning the past

week
Manie Boor admutted May
13, discharged May 15
Mindy Binschus, Heppner - ad
mutted May 16, discharged May |18
Bernard Cox
ted May 12

Edgar Olson, Heppner

lone

lr\.nh-!--.-- admt
discharged Mav 14

admulled

May 11, discharged May 11
Erma Hams, Heppner - ad
May hischarged May 14, amn
Charles Greenfield, Condon - ad
ned May Jischarged Ma i
The tollowing patients were
receiving care at the hospita
Monday
Archie Cox, Fossil admatted
May 17
Harold Stevens Heppner - admt

ted May K, and
Ray Blankenshig
ted May

Heppner - ad

Marriage Licenses

The Morrow County Clerk s (Of

e reports issuing marruage hicenses
to the lollowing

Alex Andrew Estradda, Jr | 28
Neilla Thelma Rauschent, 28

I Boardmar

Fduardo Mendoza ¢ Roa

1 ind Rosalba Montega (

ant <4, Hermust

D.A.'s Report

Joseph Paul Foch 24, Hermuston
appeared for sentencing on May 14
for Burglary 1. He was sentenced
hefore Judge R B Abrams to 10
years to the legal and physical
custody of the Oregon Corrections
[Divisson with a five vear nmn
mimimum . He was ordered to pay
$1.652 in restitution o Mrs. Leila
Palmer and $30 to the Crime Vi
tums Assistance program

Oscar Morales aka Francisco
Almares, 12, Boardman, Oregon
mtered a Plea of Not Guilty to two

counts of Driving While Suspended

and one count of Driving Under the
Influence of Intoxcants before Judge
Ralph Currin on Mav 16

Scott T Poorman, |8, Lexington

entered a Plea of Not Gul
ty 1o Theft Il before Judge Ralph
Currin on May 16 Tnal has been set
for Iy 11

55
n, entered a plea

Ruth Delores Wilhiams

Boardman, Oregy

Driving Under the In
fluence of Intovicants before Judge
Ralph Curnin onMay 16 She was
sentenced 1o one year to the Oregon
Corrections Diviston  and  lined
LoSN A ) and jal tune

pended on the condition that she
€ n-patient  treatment  on
A | Abuse within six weeks
f R and advise the Count
nt date, and pay adds

a fines of $245

KODAK Instant Camera Exchange|
Call toll-free:

1-800-792-3000

When you call, the operator will request your name, ad-
dress, and the model of your KODAK Instant Camera so we
can determine which shipping materials to send to you.

Hecently. a for wa ¥ ) ifect us all. Kodak must stop f“ﬂmnﬂ
1 1 or ] 1 ¥
But o WOr Ty
Even though Kodak 1 f jrapt arko! we will not bey
eaving j I
L A 1 ymera Ex 1 -~ welp you meat your picture-taking needs
will r Kodak ¥ Jrapr
@ name Kodak has alway: ity products and quality customern
. e We are dels el 1 ylit
¥ { ] g [s 1 | AT L}
Exchange o i o f LT 1-800-792-3000'
imeras 1o be exchanged must be receved by Kodak no later than December
i1, 1988
AL -

217 N Main

Muvays Dug

67691 _:.Ji]

+ Acrylic Latex House Paint

SAVE 700

Now $‘|‘|98

.
"
Al Enee®
Honuse Paint

SAVE '9°°
L 51R49
’ 15 $24 49 Gallon

i COLORS MADE
TO MATCH

Alkyd Enamelized
House Paint
® o oule

Amenctone
Hemoncal

$1898 Gallor

Exterior Primers
ALKyd Exterior Primer

Latex Exterior Primer

LEXINGTON |
LUMBER

145 W Main

=3

2.
Pacut Sae’em’

Save $6.00 ‘14‘5

Save $6.00 51395

989-8586




