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Assembly pastor says ‘‘nobody waved where we came from’’

Pastor Doug Akeson, 38, has been
serving the Christian Life Center
since the end of January

He and his wife, Sue, have three
children, Bret, 15, Troy, 12, and
Jenna, 9. They came to Heppner
from Vermnonia where he pastored
the Auen'l'lly of God Church for two
years. My famuly and | love the
peuple of Heppner,'”” he says

‘Nobody waved where we came

from. It's refreshing to talk to just
about anybody on the street ™’
Prior 1o his service at Vernonia,
he worked for seven years in the ac-
counting department and three years
running the bindery at the print shop
of Consolidated Freightways. Dur
ing that, he and his family lived at
St. Helens and he made the drive
daily to north Portland
After graduating
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school, he attended Northwest Col-
lege of Business where he completed
two years of study in one year. He
worked for a pole building firm for
a year as office manager before go
ing 1o Consolidated Freightways. He
continued his studics at air condition
ing and refrigeration school for two
years but after completion did not
pursue a career change He studied
accounting for two years at Portland
Community College and for nine
months at Portland State Universi
ty. Business college, he said did not
proviude enough depth in accounting,
s0 he continued his education at
Portland Community College

In 1975, when he was "‘born
again’’, he became aware that he
needed the Lord, and he experienc
ed a growing awareness of the need
to share that need. As a result, he
began helping youth and was asked
to take a jumor high school Sunday
school class at his home church, the
Assembly of God at St Helens

In October, 1977, a mussionary
preached a message through which
the "*Lord dealt with me directly
he saud. “°] began to know what |
was supposed to do, he put in my
heart the growing need o share
Christianity with others and to help
other people

A door then opened for him to at
tend a Bible College taught by two
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Pastor Doug Akeson

retired pastors three hours a day,
five days a week for three years The
college provided a practical study of
munistry as well as a study of the
Hible

he Church, he says, 1s not a
building, but a loving organization
and 1s 1o be a place where people
find shelter. **If we just have our In
tle church with our little *Bless Me'
club, we're not doing what God
wants "' Programs and tradibions do
not do the job, if people walk into
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the Church and feel the spinit and  not against cach other, and help

love of God t will ake a thers with the same need. Love,

dl”tl’!l‘ht Unity, and dis ipline must be i'\‘;'!
He says he “"doesn’t believe that in balance for the church to be ef

Groxd wants dn'-rnlh'n n the Church fective

It's a place whe \ AR ! e

Protect against measles
before gomg to P XPO

Oregomans plann fi y witinely recommendexd at
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Heppner ~tudt-nt to represent region
at state level typing mmpclllmn

Trina Palmer of Hepy Higt tat Eugene on May 10
‘kh‘-.l wimnm 'I.'I‘ P l'-' ‘b :l Tir ] { I J II.F‘.'. II r‘lk. -IT"I\-
} the Oregon State High Scl | for scholarships of 31,000 for
Illp’(‘hdl”i‘!""" P : 0 d ' p 4 SSIN) o second place
Blue Mountan ( Iy o I 30 for third place
in Pendleton on Aj ! Jill N n. the daughter of Ken
the daughter of Karen Pa - § and Nelson and the Ivypmng stu
Ll typing student of W fent of Anna Morford, represented
won 4 Swantec elects W | High School at the r(_;lull‘ll
She will represemt Region VI finals
which consists of participat D Wholesale, the western
school typing students in M " pistributor of Swintec office
Umatilla and Union ( nachines sponsoring  the
petition
FFA’ers gain ; - d
er ;_,. Bcct l)m awards
Nineteen members (1 ¢ Hepp in nbers con
ner FFA Chapter attended th tedot Barney Lindsay, Nance
Oregon Beefl Improvement | Wright, Nancy Bailey, Tami Lind
Day held at the Oregon State Fyper 1y ind Ted Schwarz The
ment Station in H } b team did well, but did not
dav. Apr !
Theresa Lindsay Hn'i'Pf!L'T
rece:ving the h | were ) Clark, Kim
out ! the ver M FEA ] ! b \ Kennedy ot
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Brllt lcsln.lls announce 1986 season
The Britt Festiva n H I pe Ponderosa Pines and Madrones
Jacksonville e I w I f ts under the stars
usts in classical H I a performer for every
bluegrass. danc te. Ruth Laredo, Leon Bates,
theater The 1986 scason bey Jun R m Wilson in Classical, B. B
27 with the solost I 1 k King Al Hin, Gary Burton, Liz
Damish Ballet, and ends A 1 24 Sory i Jarz, Queen Ida, Jim and
with B B King Jesse, Doc Watson, Tony Rice in
The oldest outdoor music and per Bluegrass, The Soloists of the Roval
forming arts festival in the Nor Danish Ballet, Waves Jazz Dance
thwest, Britt s set i a ny park Company in Dance Ain't
Concertgoers bring picnics (or buy Mishehavin' in Musical Theater
food on the grounds). sit on blankets and that 1s only a partal List of 1986
(or benches or folding chanrs) ameo rTints
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