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Railroad not moving to abandon

=" Heppner line

i e K h [ indg
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. 3 . thear ¢ of the ralroad
1 " . e yle crossing, and several
" "I'il"' _"—l..' place where the ratlroad crosses
. 4 . unt vils e I lisrepair
’ e Morrow County Judge Don McEll
. gott reported. and at least one
: g A " radroad culvert needs attention. We
I '. t ' juested that the crossings be
| The Tepaired and we w miinue to
§ i P (ST hat the be repaired,
i
' wi e, e Judge McElligolt says that the
,l.‘ - o Pacific foreman at Hinkle to
i vy’ whom he has reported the problems
. ivs that the company has no crew
> ' :”. . ney avallable o repair cross
i - ngs No maintenance on the branch
: 1 ‘III > . : : ne this past winter is an indication
. " F 3 e that the branch is in danger, he said
e branch at least he county has been informed by the
¥ and a anl track state Public Utilities Comaassioner
) ; i that! the branct endangered
- ' I. . g ..HIHI.I Problems a! ratlroad crossings
a diting have no relation to Hlhing for aban
" . -,II' i Ty - fonment. the ratlroad’s public rela
ke ' ... . “_””‘I‘ tions director said  Crossings are
. ' e +ho report repatred according to how bad they
i blem with the swilching at are and the ratlroad doesn't always
he sidings in Lexington on Tuesday igree with the user on how bad '!"'.\
and said that they were repaired on ire. Crews don't usually work in the
Wednesd winter, he continued because of the
he Grain Growers considers the freeqing weather
o good wrketing optior Dave Astle, rail program supervi
y » cee the line 30r of the Public Utiities Commis
x " \ houg! b of ki n savs that the status of the
L A . {1k h the Gra Grow Heppner branch line has not chang
W el . " - or and tdsince the ratlroad announced that
. wi b 2 Low ar b e of lowes the branch, along with three or four
g the March and ranchers gel more money OHhers in Oregon, is under study
e i f heir whea 1f the silroad were Kintua. he said, 1s the higgest, and
" I fering aba e Iy major shipper and ""they are
he i the sould pu ut keeping rail traffic at a level lo keep
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} o e new more portable equipment

b 1 makes | possible for one person to

e handle all of the equipmen! and the
patient, continued the spokesperson

bt Ewght EMT's are ivatlahle f

W Fit Heppner and one accompanies eact
f ' 1 ambulance run It mportant that
' anvone calling for the ambulance

he a i inform the hospital o there 1s more
DO £ e TN than one person needing care or il
re the person needing the ambulance
e alsa n need of special type care Spes
M ally trained EMT's are avalable
() i the spokesperson emphasites. bu
! are routinelv sent on anbulance
rur W e o know they are
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Laurtsen, EMTII, Betty Curnutt, EMT 1ll, Penny Miller, EMT |, ond Faith
ow new equipment for ambulonce

EMT s must complete a minimum
of 121 hours of classroom education

hours of clhimical traning and
must pass a wrilten and practical
Far for state certification The

wriginal certificaiton 1s good for two

v TS 20 hours of additional trair

ng are required for renewal

The EMT s next

al 1s a portable

cardiac monitor defibulator costing
L T $9 vy There are 'wo mon
tors a! the hospital, and they can
take one for the ambulance . but the

t t would stav with
the ambulance and be much casier
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the line in service, bul atf

usage because now they can Truck

cheaper It's a dangerous situat
I Kinrua doesn U support the Line
will not be there the line future
depends on the long distance hauling
which Kinrua provides Giranir

wually a short distance haul

That the line under tud
Astle savs. means that the rmlroad
looking into The econom i M he

15 losing money, abandonment

usually approved unless there s 1
allernalive shipper avarlable Uniow
Pacific he

conlinue nas  beer

best of all about not abandoning a
line of there s any busines et at
all

Should the ratlroad decide
abandon the line, they would have
apply to the Interstate Commerce
1 The stale hasr 'y
Astle
would know of the proceedings and
notify all users

Kinrua's use of the rail |
fallen off dramatically in the las
five years, Kent
because rail rales were not compelti
tive with those of other shippsers
With deregulation, rail rates have
dropped dramatically
last six to eight months and now e
more competilive

Kinrua, he said used 479 ratlroad
cars during 1980 The compansy
use of the ratl line dropped to about
120 cars during the economu
sion, but last year used 420 cars and
he expects that this vear's use will
be close to that of 1980 The railroad
has changed and s now willing to
ship shorter fistances
mile radius, trucks are

The ralroad s important  for
themill, Goodyear said . for awhile
it was cheaper to truck evervihing

UL aiission

the matter concluded, bu

Goodyear says

whithin the

reces

within a 20

still used

but user fees on trucks and road and
gasoline tax have increased as well
as lhability insurance rates

If the
ed, Goodyvear sad

radroad should be abandon
barge and truck
rates would probably increase which
would adversely affect the county
hey say they are no! abandoning

the line, but their actions show that
they must be considering it strong
Iy, he said of the company s fallure
to make repairs al crossings. pulling
from and

indication that money for improve

the section crew lone
ments is not availlable

Bath Goodyear and Judge McElL
Rott have been informed by Claudia
pubiic

Howells, an assistant to the

utility commussioner that it is casier
to build a case o mamtamnm a line
before formal abandonment s filed
than allerwards

Howells will be in Morrow County
May 12 for a meeling with the
railroad shippers, the county cour!
lone Community and Agri Busine
Organization, and the Heppner k.
onomic Development Corporatior
Should Union Pacific decide to

abandon the line, Skorney said, they

would have o have to fine their
intent with the Interstate Commerce
Commussion and if no protests from
ndividuals

were filed

ﬁh.p'_n'r‘\ not private
who do not use the line
they could then be ready o abandon
If protests
are filed, the procedure would then
take 10 if the abandonment
received approval

Voter turnout 41 %

A tolal of 1. 740 or 41 percent of all
registered volers in Morrow County
March
2 election The greates! percentage
of turnoul
percent or 2354 registered
casting ballots Forty eight percent
of registered volters a! Lexington
and Heppner cast ballots Thirty
Bur percent of Boardman volers
mmd 0, percent of Irrigon volers
marked their opinions in the Sjpecial
oleciion

the line in three months

months

cast ballots in the Tuesday

wias at lone with 85

vilers




