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State tournament win eludes Mustangs Mustangs improved
H> Aiklr« l unkltn 

The hoax of winning a state 
to u rn am en t gam e co n tinued  to 
hover over the Heppner '* boy* 
basketball team as the Mustangs 
lost two straight gam es and were 
elim inated from the OSAA U S 
Hank ('lass "A " sta te  tournam rnt 
which took place from Wednesday. 
March 12 to Saturday. March IS 

Heppner. which hasn ’t won a state 
tournam ent gam e since 1955 when 
they placed fifth in the Class "H " 
slate Tournament, finished the sea 
son 14 9 The M ustangs w ere 
dumped SI 34 in their quarterfinal 
gam e by the Sheridan Spartans on 
Thursday night and then were 
bumped from further tournam ent 
action by the 1-ost l in e r  Haiders in 
the consolation simifinals Friday 
morning by a score of 74 «1 

Sheridan upset Crow in the Cham 
pionship simifinals and advanced to 
the championship gam e were they 
were a 7560 victim of the North 
Clackam as Christian Saints Loaf 
River won the consolation trophy 
and fourth place by taking a 73 68 
win from the North Douglas War 
nor*

Mustangs drop 
to Sheridan
The two Cinderella team s of the 

tournam ent. Heppner which entered 
with a 14-7 record, and Sheridan 
boasting a 14 10 record, met in the 
last quarterfinal gam e Thursday 
night

The Mustangs were ham pered by 
poor shooting from the field and the 
Spartans controlled the tempo the 
entire gam e

Heppner could only m uster two 
field goals in the first half as Sheri 
dan had leads of 10-4 after the first 
quarter and 20-12 at halftim e W ayne 
Wilgers had 10 of the Mustangs 12 
halftim e points

The Mustangs w ere able to put the 
Spartans in foul difficulty early as 
Sheridan s 6’5" post. Jon Linscheid 
drew his third foul with 7 14 left in 
the second period But Heppner was 
only 6 of 12 from the free throw line 
in the second period 

Sheridan's other post player. 6 2" 
Mike Wise sat down with his third 
foul at the 5:23 m ark of the third 
quarter Linscheid, sat down with 
his fourth foul nearly three minutes 
later

However, the Mustangs shot only 
four free throws in the quarter 
Heppner appeared to have the 
mom entum heading into the fourth 
period as lairan Hayes' basket at the 
q u a r te r  buzzer pu lled  H eppner 
within 32-20

The Spartans spread the court 
with 5 38 left in the gam e and 
Heppner was forced to foul 

Jay  Cook responded by hitting 12 
of 14 free throws over the last 5 38 
as Sheridan coasted to a 51 34 w in 

The difference in the gam e was 
the Spartan defense 

Heppner m ade only 10 of 41 field 
goals for 24 percent Heppner was 
outrebounded 42-31. one of the few 
times all season the Mustangs have 
been beaten on the boards 

Unscheid didn't score in the game 
but had nine rebounds and along 
with Wise, who had seven rebounds 
before fouling out. kept Heppner'* 
posts. Tony Clement and Keith 
Kemson off the boards Clement and 
Kenison m anaged only three re 
bounds apiece

H eppner's Todd Lindsay who had 
been averaging 25 points in his last 
four gam es had only four points on 2 
of 9 shooting Sheridan played a 
d iam ond and  one d efence  w ith 
Kevin Hutchins chasing Lindsay 

"It was frustrating, "said Lind 
say “ He iH utchins' did a good job 
on me I just couldn't get open 

"We had the shots, but they 
wouldn't drop." explained Heppner 
coach Brent Kggers "If we would 
have shot like we normally do we 
could have make a game out of it ”

"I was surprised we were so 
tight." said Kggers. “after we 
played so cool the past two week 
ends "

While the difference in the game 
was defense, the difference in the 
Spartans season was Martinez 

P rior to the Heppner gam e, the 
Spartans were 8-0 with Martinez, a 
junior, running the team 

"H e's an excellent floor leader." 
added Kggers “He's the best point 
guard w e’ve faced allyear "
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season
Heppner then won the Kastern 

Division Columbia Basin Conference 
crown with a 93  league m ark The 
Mustangs only losses cam e to dis 
trict tournament bound I'm atilla  
Rivrrsnle. and Wasco County 

Lindsay and Wilgers were sel 
ected as first team CHC all s ta rs  and 
were in the league's top five in 
scoring

landsay averaged 18 points per 
game to lead the team in scoring and 
Wilgers was second with a 14 5 
a v e rag e  L indsay a lso  fin ished  
second in assists with 62 and in 
rebounding with a 9 2 average 
Wilgers hit 61 of 81 free throws, a 75 
percent clip, the top m arksm an on 
the team

Kenison led the team in rehoun 
ding with a 9 3 average and was
second in the league in retiounding 
averaging over 11 per contest 

Clement led the team in field goal 
percentage, making 83 of 173 shots 
for 48 percent Clement also aver 
aged 7 4 rebounds a gam e and along 
with landsay w as in the league's top 
10 in rebounding

Ball had 123 assists on the season, 
a 5 6 average Ball led the league in 
assists all season and broke Kric 
Thompson s school record of 95 
assists during the I9HI H4 season 

Harrison and 1‘adberg provided 
clutch perform ances off the bench 

Harrison averaged 3 2 rebound* in 
league play and made 47 percent of 
his field goals on the season while 
hacking up Clement and Kenison 

I’adberg made 71 percent of his 
free throw attem pts But I'adlierg 
was his best when his team  needed 
him the most

In the district championship game 
the freshman m ade 3 of 3 field goals 
and 5 of 5 free throws for a 
career high II points

"It was my most enjoyable year of 
coaching yet.” said Kggers "We 
cam e a long way and improved so 
much over the season

Heppner s boys basketball team 
capped a m em orable season at the 
OSAA i S Bank d a n  A slate 
tournament which ran from Wed 
nesday. March 12 to Saturday. 
March 15

The Mustangs captured their first 
ever District 7A championship with 
a 70-61 decision over the Riverside 
P irates on Thursday , Keb 27 

Heppner advanced to the state 
tournament for the first time since 
1971 on Friday. March 7 by upending 
the (Irani I'nion Prospectors 55 54 

History repeated itself at the state 
tournament where the Mustangs 
bowed out after losing a quarterfinal 
game to the Sheridan Spartans 
(51 34' and a consolation semifinal 
game to the lawl River Raiders 
(74611 The Mustangs haven't won a 
state tournament gam e since 1955 

Fourth year coach Brent Kggers 
piloted Heppner to a 14 9 record, its 
best record since the 1981 82 team 
went 18 3. which was the last Hep 
pner squad to adv ance to the district 
tournament

The Mustangs will lose four sen 
lors from this y ear's  team They 
include s ta r te r s  Tony C lem ent, 
Keith Kenison, and Todd Lindsay, 
plus reserve l-oran Hayes 

Other sta rte rs on this year's team 
were junior Wayne Wilgers and 
sophomore Duane Ball 

Key players off the bench for 
Heppner were junior Trent liar 
rison. and freshman Bryan Pad 
tierg Aslo returning next year will 
lie junior Pradit Thongdy, sopho 
mores Ryan Duncan and Mark 
Fishhurn and freshman Dick Devin 

The Mustangs had a rough start, 
going 3 4 in pre season action Thr 
Mustangs did finish second in both 
the Morrow county Inv ita tio n a l 
Tournament hosted by H eppner» 
amt the second annual Mac Hi "I'll 
Be Home for C hristm as” Tourn 
ament though

Wayne Wilgerj(33} corrals a rebound

Mustang comeback not good enot
The Raiders.who suffered an 80 68 

loss to the top ranked Crow Cougars 
on Thursday afternoon, cam e back 
Friday morning to oust the Heppner 
Mustangs 74 6!

The resurgence of Todd Lindsay 
and H eppner's play on the boards 
helped the Mustangs turn away (he 
previous night’s perform ance

Lindsay exploded for a career 
high 33 points, the top individual 
scoring perform ance of the tourn 
ament after sec ring just 4 the night 
before Lindsay also snatched 14 
rebounds and handed out three 
assists

He led the Mustangs 42 41 hoard
advantage

The lightning quick Idrago bro 
thers, Chuco. a 5'9" senior and Luis, 
af 5’6" sophomore, keyed Iaist River 
early With steals from Chuco and 
dazzling  p a sse s  from  Luis the 
Raiders led 12 8 after Chuco hit a 
free throw at the 2 26 mark

Lindsay brought the Mustangs 
back and hit one of two free throws 
with a second left in the first period 
to tie the gam e at 14 14

The team s went back and forth in 
the second quarter Heppner led 
early, but a steal by Chuco Idrago 
and a pass to Luis gave the Raiders 
a 30 26 lead Chuco had all of his 
gam e high four assists in the second 
quarter

The Mustangs scored 6 of the next 
10 points and cam e within 34 32 by 
the break Lindsay tallied 12 points 
in the second quarter to have 20 at 
the break

The double play combination of 
Lindsay and Duane Ball struck three 
times in a row in the third period and 
gave the Mustangs a 44 39 lead with 
« |3  left Ball had all af his three 
assists in that stretch

Keith Kenison went to the bench 
with his fourth foul at the 2 26 m ark 
The Raiders responded and with 
Chris Kolesar putting in an offensive 
rebound the Raiders were within 
5049 and 49 seconds left in the 
period

But the 10 6 tear ended there Ball 
drove the lane for a lay up with 17 
seconds to go as Heppner was back 
up to 5449 and led 54 51 entering the 
fourth quarter

lawt River cam e out with a 
full cou rt press and the Mustangs 
couldn't respond comm itting four 
straight turnovers, three as a result 
of the press

"The press shouldn't have both

with H 1 1 4 J  Wet Surface 
Plastic Cement 1023

Can be applied rain 
or shine!

It's standing room only as Heppner turns out to see their fillies take state

ered us," said Heppner coach Rrent 
Kggers "It s the sam e thing we go 
against everyday in practice "

The Idragos. with their quickness 
and the rugged inside play of flavin 
Hajnus and Jim  Carleton. allowed 
the Raiders to jum p out to a 64 >6 
lead

Heppner cam e back with a mini- 
rally to come within 64 60 Rut the 
Raiders spread the court over the 
last 4 22. forring the Mustangs to 
foul and Heppner lost Kenison. Tony 
Clement, and Bryan I’adtierg to 
fouls in the last two minutes

Hajnus had nine points in (he 
quarter and Carleton hit 6 of 8 free 
throws powering th r Raiders to the 
win

"We played loose and it showed " 
said Kggers We played the type if 
b ask e tb a ll we re  cap ab le  if 
play ing "

That Heppner's two post players, 
Clement and Kenison, scored just 8 
and 3 points respectively in the 
tournam ent was puzzling to Kggers 
" I t's  hard to understand " said the 
coach of his team 's inability to get 
the ball inside There are bettor 
team s in the state tournam ent and 
the defense is better maybe tfiai »

cansof," said Clement W'e just had a 
great season "

"We earned the right to be here." 
adder! Kggers "It was a great 
experience and if we return  to the 
state tournament It will definitely 
help our performance there "

The Mustangs made the state 
tournament for the first tim e since 
1971 and with their 14 9 record had 
their ties! season since 1981 82

We have nothing to be asham ed

Farmers & Ranchers
We can fill all your Spring 

Chemical needs with 
a good supply of:

•  Landm aste r •  Round-Up •  Paraquat
•  Hoelon •  Spreader Stickers •  Buctric

•  2-4D LU6 •  2-4D Aminey 
•  Bamvel •  Glean

Elected to student 
office at OSU

Michelle La Rue lone, has been 
elected secretary  of the Office Kdu 
cation  A ssociation at Oregon State 
University where she is a senior

why we couldn 't go inside 
“ I ’m glad we liounced back he 

said 'The players felt good about 
th e ir p e rfo rm an ce  ag a in s t Lost 
River It helped erase  (he bad 
feelings about the night before
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