VOL 1 NGO 12

The Heppner

Gazette-Times

Morrow County’s Home-Owned Weekly Newspaper
Hcppncr.t)regon 25 WEDNESDAY. MARCH 19, 19w

Westerling pleads guilty
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e

Sheriff Roy Drago (left) escorts LeRoy Westerling

following guilty plea
LeRoy Roice Weslerling pleaded
Ruilty by reason of insanity Tuesday
morning to the Noy murder

ember 30

of Son Vinh  His former plea was nol

guilty of murder reason  of
insanmnity I'he hange of plea was
entered before Judge Bob Abrams in
Morrow County Circuit Court
he mandaltor nimimum senten
ce for the plea s 'en years lor
murder and five yvears for posses
sion of a firearm under the jurisdic
tion of the Psychiatri Security
Review Board (PSRB) at the Foren
sic (maximum security ) Unit of the
State Mental Hos The senten
ces lo rus nseculively .'.h“l'
Abrams ordered a pre-sentence in
vestigation and advised both attor
neys that he would consider the plea
bargaiming recommendations, but
would not be bound by them
Morrow County IDistrict
Richard McNerney said r
intended go | A atler
i nal irdet
M L t"ll L o
ter WM sane
things bl shooting
Vinh who was working in the service
area of his Heppne hevi station
Westerling itorney Wally Terry
of Pendleton had requesied the

guilty butl insane mpromise all

along “We're doing all we can lo
protect sociely and gel my client the
help he need Ferry said

It was a tough decisior MeNer

ney saud abou! agrecing 1o go lor the
guilly by reason of insanily plea, bul
after an investigator talked with key
wilnesse wdditional evidence of
Westerhing s insanit came up
Westerling wa ilso diagnosed

schizophrer vith paranowd delu
sions by A ¢ Shannon, M D of
the Forer Unit of the State Mental
“lr\lu'l. L hree beeha s had lo be
considered weslerling s at
to helg ni wn delfense . his
ability to understand the criminalily

of his own ac! and 3) his ability

to conform to standards of behavior
accepled by sociel

McNernev made the decision, he
says, because 'the evidence of his
Westerling nsamt s overwhel
ming It's also the option which will

keep him off the streets for the

{ time (because) 15

vears longer

longes! period
years is al least! five

than the bes! scenario | can envision
off a criminal conviction
McNerney said he was skeplical

about board s ability to
keep Weslerling
criminally, bul expects the nature of
Westlerling's crin make the
PSHB let him
ol

A third « McNerney men
tioned was Westerling himself In
prison, he gets no help at all”’, in the
maximum security mental facility
under control of the PSRB, however

I’I" F.lr '.l'
n jail if convicled

e will

real reluctant” to

NCerT

if there is any way to help him, at
least these people will be able to do
this

Westerling, 24, of Heppner
married and had been unemployed
for three-four weeks prior o the
alledged shooting of his
employer. Evidence in the
ways McNerney, will not be released
until after the sentencing April 22

1s nol

former

case

Roughness at basketb

Excessive roughness in basketball
games this year is apparently not
widespread, the Morrow County
school board was told Monday night

The board heard a complaint from
board member Jerry McElhgott
who said he had witnedsed games at
lone that seemed to be a little on the
rough side

“There was one game | saw thal
had a lot more contact than | had
ever seen, and | wondered if there
wias a rule change allowing no fouls
on contact,” McElligot! said

McElhgott and others from lone
have said that this season seemed to
be especially bad, with referees not
calling enough fouls and at times
letting games gel oul of hand

Riverside Principal Dan Daltoso
checked oyt the charges, and said he
hasn't found widespread roughness
throughout the stale

| don’t think it's common , | think
it's when teams are exasperated
with no other way to win that they
tend to be more physical,” he said

Daltoso said he called the Oregon
Schools Athletic Assoc and was told
tha! orgamization had nol received
one letter throughout the year on
roughness It usually happens
when you have one weak team, and
weak officials,”” he said

In other business, the board

voled unanimously to ratify the
teacher district contract

agreed that the district will pay
between $700 and $800 toward a tnip
by the Riverside baseball team to
California this summer Previously
the district was nol lo pay any
money except providing a bus
however, because of the high cost of
lability insurance for out of state
travel by a school bus, agreed lo
give the money for train or bus (air
Fifteen baseball players, two chap

the coach his wife, and two
the week long

eTONes
children will go on
trip

signed an agreement with the
Morrow County Fair Board for use
of the rodeo arena by the schools for
baseball, football games and other
activiies. The board and the fair
board have been working for guite
some lime o come up with a
contrac! agreeable to both sides

Budget levies, school board and
adivisory positions go to voters Tuesday
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