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The M o rrow  Soil and W ater Con 
nervation D is tr ic t in  cooperation
w ith  the Soil C onservation S erv ice is 
conducting a knapweed ran|(e reha 
b ilita tio n  p ro jec t The p ro jec t is 
located on upper W illow  creek road, 
tw o m iles east o f W illow  creek dam

The purpose of the p ro jec t is to 
dem onstra te  that range land  w hich 
has been dec im ated  by an invasion 
of annual grasses and b road le avrd  
weeds can be brought back to  a leve l 
close to the n a tu ra lly  occu nng  p lan t 
com m un ity

This tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f poor in to  
good q u a lity  range is being done in 
steps The f irs t  step was to spray the 
pro ject w ith  Tnrdon :.!K  This
chem ica l w il l  re m a in  ac tive  fo r  tw o 
to three years  in  the so il and con tro l 
a ll b road leaved weeds in the plot 
du ring  that t im e  The next tw o  steps 
were done s im u ltaneous ly  The
pro ject was fenced w ith  Sew Zea 
land e le c tr ic  fence to keep the ca ttle  
<Hit and a llow  the grass to grow and a 
s tr ip  was fe r t iliz e d  up the m idd le  to 
see i f  that w ould  he lp  when the plot 
was burned

D urin g  the sp ring  and sum m er no 
graz ing  was a llow ed in the p ro jec t 
and a good c ro p  of annual grasses 
cam e up and dom inated  the site 
The next step was to bu rn  the area 
The technique of b a c k fir in g  was 
used w ith  exce llen t resu lts  The 
fe rtilize d  s tr ip  burned best o f a ll 
p rov ing  tha t fe r t iliz a tio n  helped 
The p lot was ha rrow e d  to  a llow  any 
annual grass seeds present a chance 
to g e rm ina te  and grow  a llo w in g  a
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m ore thorough k i l l  when the area 
w’as sprayed la te r in  the fa ll

The p ro jec t was sprayed in the fa ll 
w ith  Koundup The m a jo r forage 
com ponents a t that lim e  were Hul 
bous b luegrass and flla re e  The 
spray d id  a good job  o f co n tro llin g  
these species

Seven plots w ere broadcast seeded 
in N ovem ber w ith  seven d iffe re n t 
species of grasses These were 
C r ita n a  th ic k s p ik e  w h e a lg ra s s . 
lam a pubescent w hea lgrass. I 'o v a r 
sheep fescue. S iberian  w hea lgrass. 
Kosana w hea lgrass. Sherm an tug 
bluegrass. and 1’ iu te  O rchardg rass 
Im m e d ia lly  fo llow in g  seeding the 
p ro jec t was covered w ith  snow

B efore we p lan t the re m a ind e r of 
the p lots they w ill be sprayed w ith

M orrow  County was one o f IS Soil 
and W ater C onservation D is tr ic ts  in 
Oregon to rece ive g ran t m oney from  
the S tate D epa rtm en t of A gncu l 
lu re  The g ran t monies w ill be used 
by these d is tr ic ts  to enhance soil and 
w ate r conserva tion  w ith in  the state 

Our local d is tr ic t w il l be using this 
$2 000 as added resources tow ards a 
w atershed re s to ra tion  p ro jec t on 
upper W illow  Creek The to ta l 
p ro jec t costs are es tim a ted  at 
$12,500 O ther supporting  agencies 
include the Soil C onservation Ser 
v ice iSCSI, A g r ic u ltu ra l S tab iliza  
lio n  and  C o n s e rv a tio n  S e rv ic e  
(ASCSi M orrow  County Weed Dist 
r ic t and Oregon D epartm ent o f Kish 
A W ild life  (O D K W i 

The pro jec t area on upper W illow  
Creek consists ot ap p ro x im a te ly  
2.otxi acres of rangeland and too 
acres of r ip a r ia n  hab ita t The na tive  
plant co m m u n ity  is dom ina ted  by 
Idaho fescue, B luebunch w hea lgrass 
and Cusick b luegrass Sandburg 's 
b luegrass and a v a r ie ty  of pe renn ia l 
forbs a lso occu r F o r seve ra l years 
the range cond ition  has de te rio ra ted  
and invad e r species present are 
d iffuse  and spotted knapweed, bu ll 
th is tle , w avey leafed th is tle , snake

weed and annual grasses Due to the 
invader p lan ts the fo rage production  
of the na tive  grasses have been very 
poor The resu lt has been lives tock 
and big game reductions Approx 
im a le ly  65 to 75 percent o f the range 
is in  fa ir  to poor cond ition  and a ll of 
the r ip a r ia n  zones are  severely 
degraded

The pro jec t w ill be a com plete  
re s o u rc e  m a n a g e m e n t p ro g ra m  
w ith  m a jo r em phasis tow ards im  
prov ing  w a te r q u a lity  and q u a n tity , 
reduce erosion and im p ro ve  w ild life  
hab ita t The p ro jec t w il l u tilize  
fencing o f r ip a r ia n  zones to a id  in 
re e s ta b lish m e n t of a p roductive  
r ip a r ia n  hab ita t It is recom m ended 
that a ll r ip a r ia n  fences lie pe rinan  
enl and e x d u d r  a ll livestock 
Shrubs, w illow s and o the r r ip a r ia n  
vegetation w ill be p lan ted  as needed 
Spring developm ent w ill be cons 

tru e led  or c leaned out In supply good 
w a te r fo r w ild life  and lives tock A 
h e rb ic ide  spray p ro g ra m  w ill be 
u tilize d  to e lim in a te  unw anted vege 
ta tion  in com petition  w ith  na tive  
grasses Reseeding areas depleted 
of na tive  vegetation w il l  be unple 
m en led  where necessary

You are  p robab ly ask ing  > o u rs e lf,

Pettyjohn Oil Company 
Serving Morrow, Umatilla and Gilliam

Counties

See us for all your chemical and 
petroleum needs

Pettyjohn Oil Company 
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Koundup and (he sam e seven grass 
specie* w il l  aga in  be p lan ted  as a
com parison between sp ring  and fa ll 
seeding e ffec ts  on estab lishm ent 
The pro jec t w il l  con tinue to be 
rested fro m  g raz ing  u n til Ju ly  1967 
to a llow  the grasses lim e  to eatable 
sh

The p ro je c t  has p ro ce e d e d  
sm ooth ly  to da te  and. a lthough it  is 
too ea rly  fo r any f in a l conclusions, 
th is series of tre a tm e n ts  appears to 
have grea t p rom ise  as a m ethod for 
tak in g  con tro l o f the range fro m  
knapweed

If you have any questions concern 
mg th is  p ro jec t please feel fre e  to
ca ll the SCS at 676 5021 or the SWCD 
at 676 5452

News Brief
Drill» Available

Scott M adison w ill have d r il ls  
ava ila b le  fo r grass seeding under 
the new conserva tion  reserve  pro 
g ram

C all 676 UHI4 fo r m ore in fo rm a tio n

C o n se rva tio n  R e se rve  
P ro g ra m

F a rm e rs  and ranchers  in te rested  
in the conserva tion  re se rve  pro  
g ram  nerd  to  con tact Hob A delm an 
SCS o ffice  Sign up is M a rch  1 14 
The SCS o ff ice  num ber is 676 5021

e m p lo y m e n t  M o rro w  C o u n ty  
Weed D is tr ic t is accepting appli 
cations fo r sum m er w ork Must be at 
least 16 years o ld and have a va lid  
d r ive rs  license Fo r m ore  de ta ils  
c o n ta c t J im  V a n W in k le , Weed 
S uperv isor at the new I ’e tly jo h n  
B u ild ing  o r c a ll 676 5452 A ppli 
cations w il l  be accepted u n til Mav 
23, IWI6

Knapweed
A coopera tive  p ro g ra m  a im ed at 

co n tro llin g  knapweed in  M orrow
County has been in it ia te d  by the 
Oregon D epa rtm en t o f F ish  and 
W ild life  ODFW 'i and the M orrow  
County Soil and W ater C onservation 
D W r lR  SW CD

Fund ing  fo r the coopera tive  p ro  
g ram  becam e a va ila b le  through the 
le g is la tive ly  approved Deer Knhan 
cem ent am i R e h a b ilita tio n  iD K A H i 
p rog ra m  The p ro g ra m  was desi 
gned to assist w ith  the re h a b ilita tio n  
of deer w in te r ranges located on 
p r iv a te  land  in F.astem  Oregon

To q u a lify  (o r p a rtic ip a tio n  in the 
p rog ra m  in M o rrow  C ounty, a land

owner m ust be located in an area 
id e n tified  as deer w in te r range and
be »m em ber o f an a c tive  Weed 
C ontro l G roup o r tw  a coopera to r in 
the Heppner R egu la ted H un tin g  p ro  
g ram  C oord ina tion  of landow ner 
g ro u p s  and  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f 
sp ray ing  p rog ra m s is be ing done by 
J im  V anW inkle . M anager o f the 
M orrow  County SWCD 

It is hoped tha t a p p ro x im a te ly  
J.txxi acres o f knapw eed in fested 
range land can tie tre a ted  annua lly  
I f  th is  leve l of tre a tm e n t is acheived. 
a p p ro x im a te ly  flO.OOO w ould tie 
spent fro m  funds associa ted w ith  the 
D F A R  p rog ra m

how w ill I benefit fro m  such a 
p ro je c t’  The benefits ga ined from  
th is  p ro jec t w il l  be m any The m a in 
two, and probab ly the most im po r 
tan l associated w ith  conservation 
are erosion con tro l and w a te r qual 
ity  q u a n tity  By re -es tab lish ing  a 
good r ip a r ia n  zone and ge tting  a 
good stand o f pe renn ia l grasses 
established, erosion w ill sha rp ly  be 
reduced and the w a te r tab le  w ill 
rise W a te r q u a lity  q u a n tity  is very 
im po rtan t to susta in  the liv in g  
com m un ity  A ll liv in g  cre a tu res  
benefit th rough  the m anagem ent of 
our n a tu ra l resources F ish  and 
w ild life  num bers  would increase and 
create a he a lth ie r co m m u n ity  
R ecreation in th is  area w ill incease 
dm- to the abundance of an im a ls  

Th is is you Soil and W ater C onner 
va lion  D is tr ic t w o rk in g  fo r you to 
ensure that ou r n a tu ra l resources 
are here to stay

Rod W erder R epa irs  Now '
Ask About
< A xle  Knits R epa ired 
+ Wheels re pa ire d  6  S tra igh tened 
4-Bronze Bushing Hubs 
« M olly im pregn a ted  ny lon  bushing 
♦ C at I 'u l l r y s  H a y  C o n d it io n e rs  

spindles

Call for Help with A ll 
Your Repairs

Izexinffton Machine Works
989-8505 Lexington 989 8132

After Hours

Morrow County Grain Growers

Your full service farm and home store 
for over 55 years.

»^Hardware ^Automotive
»^Chemical s  Fuels
►^Machinery ^  Pumps
^  Parts & Shop ^  Grain

M O RRO W  CO UNTY  
G RAIN  G RO W ERS

t H M D W A R E

» i o n s  969 67 2 1 1 » 0 0  4 5 7  7 3 9 6

*  AUTOMOTIVE *  CHEMICAL *  MACHINERY

MR. FARMER & RANCHER:
Y our la ica l Home owned Hank of 

K aste rn  t iregon stands ready to help 
you w ith  you r conserva tion  plans 
Slop in  and discuss you r fa rm in g  
nersds w ith  us

LET’S WORK TOGETHER BECAUSE

CONSERVATION IS EVERYBODY’S JOB!!

a ste rn  O regon
Y o u t  l n d t p * n d * n t  H o r n »  O w n t d  

A rling ton  - Hoppnor • Ion« 
Mombor F 0  I.C.
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