Taking Control of the Range

The Morr
servation Ihstrict in cooperation

w Soil and Waler Cor

with the Soul Conserva n Service
onducting a knapweed range reha

bilitation project Fhe proje

located on upper W

w creek road
two miles cast of Willow creek dam

The purpose of the project is !
jemonstrate that rangeland which
has been decimated by an invasion
of annual grasses and broadleaved
weeds can be brought back to a level
lose to the naturally o
community

This transformation

iring plant

f poor into
good quality range 15 being done in
steps. The first step was to spray the
project with Tordon 22K This
chemical will remain active for two
to three years in the soill and control
all broadleaved weeds in the plot
juring that iume

were done simultaneously The

The next two steps

project was fenced with New Zea

ic fence to keep the cattle

ind elect

wil and the grass lo grow and a
hized up the middle

see Il tha! would help when the

'I:‘_lAl\.-I'

was burned

[‘urn.g the spring and summer no
grazing was allowed in the project
and a good crop of annual grasses
came up and dominated the sile
The next step was to burn the area

Ihe technique of backfiring was

used with excellent results T'he
fertilized strip burned best of all

proving that fertilization helped

The plot was harrowed to allow any
annual grass seeds present a chance
lo germinate and grow allowing a

we thorough kill when the area
was sprayed later in the fall

The project was sprayed in the fall
with Roundup The major forage

components at that ime were Bul

bous bluegrass and filaree The
spray did a good job of ntrolling
1 he JU RN

Seven plots were hroadca vt ed
in November with seven different
species of grasses These were

Lritana thickspike whealdras
Luna pubescent whealgrass, Covar
sheep fescue, Siberian wheatgrass
Rosana wheatgrass, Sherman g
bluegrass, and Piute Orchardgra
Immediatly following seeding the
project was covered with snow
Before we plant the remainder of
the plots they will be sprayed with

Morrow SWCD grant

Morrow County was one of 15 Soil
and Water Conservation Iistricts in
Oregon to receive grant money from
the State Department of Agricul
ture The grant monies will be used
by these districts to enhance soul and
waler conservation within the state

Owur local district will be using thas
$2 000 as added resources towards a

watershed restoration project on
Willow Creek The total
project  cosis are !
$12.500 Other supporting agencies
include the Soil Conservalion Ser

upper
estimated a

vice (SCS Agricultural Stabiliza
tion and Conservalion 3Service

ASC'S 1. Morrow County Weed st
rict and Oregon Department of Fish
& Wildhfe (ODFW

The project area on upper Willow
Creek approximately
2 000 acres of rangeland and 100
acres of nipartan habitat The native
"'.II:[ .ll"". iy

onsisis o

plan! commumty s
ldaho fescue, Blue

and Cusick bluegr

wnch whealgrass
sandbu

y of perennial

bluegrass and a va

oceur. F several vears

forbs also
the range condition has deteriorated

and invader species present  are

diffuse and spotted knapweed, bull

thistle, wavey leafed thistle

weed and annual grasses  Due to the
invader plants the forage production
of the native grasses have been very
poor. The result has been hivestock
and g game reductions  Approx
umately 65 to 75 percent of the range
15 in fair to poor condition and all of
the riparian
degraded
The projec

rones  are  severely

t will be a complete
resource management! program
with major emphasis lowards im
proving waler quality and quantity
reduce erosion and improve wildlife
habilat he project will utilize

fen  of riparnan ones o aid in

re-establishment of a productive
riparian habitat It s recommended

that! all npanan lences be perman

e“f and  exclude il livestock

shirub w il o ind other ripariar
vegetabion will be planted as needed
apring development will b n

ructed or ¢leaned oul upply good
waler lor wildlife and hvestock 4
hert ihe pra ¥ wra il tw
i e sle unwanted "
] r f e r A ' r
Krasse Heseeding areas deg i
o native (B A ' ple
U ed whers (N '
You are probat isking !

Pettyjohn Oil Company

Serving Morrow, Umatilla and Gilliam
Counties

See us for all your chemical and
petroleum needs

Pettyjohn Oil Company
IONE 422-7254

Roundup and the same seven gra
Se RN . again be planted a ]
W1t Pl e pring and
eoding of 1
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i have a i
ing this project please leel [res
call the SUS al 6765021 or hi wiD

how will | benefit {rom wh a
project” The benefits gained (ron
this project will be many * mailr

two,_ and probably the most umpor
tant agsociated with conservalion
are erosion control and water qual
iy -quantity Hy re-establishing a
good riparian rone and gelling a
good stand of perennial grasses
established, erosion will sharply be
will

reduced and the waler
rise Water quality quantily is very
important to  sustain  the living
community All living creatures
benefi! through the management ol
wir natural resources Fish and
wildhife numbers would increase and
healthier commumily

ation in this area will incease

dur the abundance of anmimals
n vou Soil and Water Conser
shion Thstrwet working for you lo
ensure na Wir natural resources
ire here Lo stay

News Brief
Drills Available

Mad

Conservation Reserve
Program

Furmers and ranchers interested

in the MSErvalion reverve pro

gram need to contact Bob Adelman
SCS  office. Sign-up 18 March 314
The SCS oflice number (s 676 5021

Employvment. Morrow County
Weed District s accepling appli
cations for summer work Mus! be at
least 16 years old and have a valid
drivers license For more details
contact Jim VanWinkle Weed
supervisor al the new Pettyjohr
Building or call 6765452 Appl

cations will be accepted until May

=3, 1986
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Knapweed

FOEram aime ; , i

A cooperative i s « localed in an area
controlling knapweed in Morrow wentified as deer winter range and
I i y ha Dy r |I|'! by e I [ [} Toael | Al aClive \\-i.l
Oregon Department of Fish and ont Group or be a cooperalor
Wildlife (ODFW) and the Morrow he Heppoer Regulated Hunting pro
LOunty o ind Water Conservatio Kra Coordination of landowner
IMstricr (SWOCD group ynd  implems ytior W

Funding for the cooperative pro praying program being done by
Kra became availlable through the Yiry L an'Winkle Manager ol he

gislatively approved Deer Enhan Morrow (County SWCD
cement and Rehabulitation (DEAKR I s hoped tha Approximately
program.  The program was desi L0 acres of knapweed infested
gned to assist with the rehabilitation rangeland can be treated annua
ol deer winter ranges located or TRL eV { treatmer wheived
private land in Fastern Uregor spproximately $10 (NN would be

To qualify for participation in the pent from funds associated with the

program inMorrow County, a land DEAR program

Hod Weeder Repairs Now!
Ask Ahout
+ Axle Ends Hepaired
Wheels repaired &
+ Hronze Bushing Hubs
#Cat Pulleys-Hay Co

'i"!"“' 5

Call for Help with All
Your Repairs

mpregnated nylon

Lexington Machine Works
989-8505 Lexington 989-8132
After Hours

Morrow County Grain Growers

Your full service farm and home store
for over 55 years.

w» Automotive
v Fuels

w Pumps

v Grain

+ Hardware

+ Chemical

» Machinery

+ Parts & Shop

- MORROW COUNTY
GRAIN GROWERS

Phone - 9898221 1 800 452.7396

MR. FARMER & RANCHER:

Your Local Home owned Bank of
Eastern Oregon stands ready (o help
you with your conservation plans
Stop in and discuss your farming
needs with us

LET'S WORK TOGETHER BECAUSE
. CONSERVATION IS EVERYBODY'S JOB!!
. "BéNK OF -
E aslern Oreyon

Bank

Your Independent Home Owned
Arlington - Heppner - lone
Member F D | C
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