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swunuavsenweny At the Heart of Christmas svnovneaosomnws

“View from the Cave”

In ancient Greece the great and ether il philospher Plato once envisioned

people as chaited in an underground cave where they see only the shadows .':- : : '_ \ "
of objects cast upon the cave walls In this situation, he said prople would ey and : : 5
readily conclude that the shadows of things constituted reality . What of these We have : ' ed | i hd
chained people could es ape. he asked, and see things as they are” Plat ! y . "
famous vision is called his “'view of the cave Ny " .
Christmas provides us with another view from a cave, the cave of [ 3 I’I he things t} :
Bethlehem in which people and the world are seen for the first Lime 1n ar - 'L‘, ; “i -
entirely new light, the Light which we call the "“Sun of Justice Jesus, the : ; sapeleadie o i
Light of the World It is true, the Christ-event tells us, that our vision as - . "
human beings in clouded by the cave like conflines of this earthly existence 1 think - - A
Irough Chris! we can free ourselves from the chains tha! bind us Ax he looked dow "_ ‘_.‘, ’
ignorance, superstition igotry, el ind acquire a sound ghimpse of 5 " .' "
reality and its meaning Bul only when we can see being as a reflection of ‘: ¥ ! , il
God, the Infinite Creator and Sustainer of all that exists N We e pia
creation as il actually "
Christmas means the coming of Eternal Light into human history  The g 5 i
shepherds were in darkness that first Christmas night The Shepherd - : .“ p , 4 .
symbolize most of us good ordinary people . responsible, hardworking rl '4' : ] - Lan
serious minded l--nplr' looking (or answer searching for ight! in the gray .
corridors of life It s Chnist, God-made man, Emmanuel, who enlers the And then His heart Rk
cave of our life, and enables us to see all reality in His Light The “view froem :_ ‘ i.l' ."_. . _I : A.J_ M e I.J‘ .,“'.
the cave' that Bethlshem sive . L ot of li i G aasih | o (tadhe i I8 " .‘ 5 ..;t T 'HI'I.. 4'- r_ cars
ngl among u { insuperable Light in the ist of darknes { liberation ; : r ,I‘ i 'y K
r!l-!". l..,".lr Nnains e II’| I rer ' i' - Lhr J J J Bk '\I“ a4 J J I:‘. \1 ATy ' ' = " ' - .t
I'he Glory of the Lord shone around them They were very much afraid was espoused Lo Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child
i " of the Holy Ghost S0 he gathered the angels around the throwr
but the angel said, Do not be afraid, Listen, | bring you new of great jov, a Ihen Josenh her husband being e . ool : Tald of 1 i Sl thal mmas
joy 1o be shared by the whole people Today in the town of David a savior ha Joseph her husband, being a jus! man, and nol willing to make her a ol of the plig ha! man wa
been bore u, He 15 Christ the Lord Luke 2:9-11 PISNICE exampie, wa fded fo put her away p - sl y
Father Brian ). Me Govern - St Patriek’s Church, Heppner But while he thought on these ’=Ii'\ ’*'f-"'l‘i the -‘ﬂ-.‘"- i the Lord \ndl redeen
ippeared unto t r irear IVIng pr ) r David. fear not to
:!it int ' M I
wxperience Christmas shall save his people from their si And redeem man from his awful plight
Now all t was done. that it ght be fulfilled which wa poken of the My Jesus said. 1 w Kt
p " : A {1 Lof St 1 ’ 0 rd ne prophel, saying
n-s‘].l;:.ll::.‘. hI.-I-’_- ..‘-' I Ilrn. ;.Ii- I‘I, ‘r.. 'r;'- l_,l .l|l‘.:- " I -{Irl.' o r., ' S Behold a reir - e wilth ch J K1 na n, and they Bul man will reject you, he’ll spil in your face
| . and i e i ha all | na Er At 1Ny preted is, God with us You will have no resting place for vour head
of the Virgin Mary, the mother of our Lord  After having been told of the Whe nd . viand f — i s f the Lord had A itcas!. a stranger carth w vOu be
: I " | i ingel e | i had
angelic messenger of her appointed blessedne by being the ther of the bidden | \ ok . But 1I'll go y redeemer yel said
Son of God, she breaks inlo joyous praise My soul magnifies the Lord and And knew her Pt he had brous torth hat n: and he called
my spiri! re jJoices in God my Savior which is the hirst Dox gv of The New b name Jesu would vou be willing fier all this
Testamen! Now when Jesus " et hlebe F taea in the day f Herod the For falling man b
Hers i ple peasan! womar 0 has been informed of he e 1t king behold. there i ede P o : R And
God's purposes of redemption, and, accordingly, she breaks for g Wi b " e ) M I w K
praise and exultation Why all this happine What does it take to bring joy 8 the sasl 2
and happine your life Gt Ceoond Health™ Posse r Prestige When Herod the king had heard -.I_ ¢ thing he wa it . y i CAV
Influence? Praise of friends and approval” Sense of a plishment® What e . itk ) : ember da
really makes vour heart! rejoice And when he had thered all the hiol nrisal s areibg { the neonle BRorn in a Id cattle stable
Mary, the Angelic Hosts, the hillside shepherd il gave praises because othe 4 :_, et 1 . ) e At
» A . ’ .
of the Grealest Story Ever Told that of the high § ege of God s And the sid unto hit In Rethlehe { Judae for thus it vritten by
salvation made availlable for each of u (ver and over again the New e propt § i veld
Festament Holy Writers give voice to praise because of God salvation And thou Bethleher n the land of Juda, art not the least among the From heaven up on higl
'rlz-m'!:'h -Iua--l'!:rn-' I'h the real mear -‘-.'”-" nrsima Anyone wii princes of Juda for { the shall come a Governor, tha! shall rule my e shepherd th I
misses thn ruth is nol experiencing Chr i i Crvir L i [l th
tng on.  Today as i "'i '-""-'.'-' we are caught up in the : s Il1 ii‘”i.i...‘- 4]'{!.7.-._' R B i o 2 1 ! of 1) B ' s
[ 0 ' w hi 0 il § v illesd R LY en, enguired "
Hedemplior therelore, let us not lose the wonder | a Wilhigently wi o Hha - ppea Ye v Jesu ame [rom heavi
Mel Dixon - Interim Pas ted Methodist Church And he sent ther Bethlehe {, Go and search diligently for the He left all that
v l‘ ) v viming of 1. and when ve have four ring & Wor T4 11 al | 1 | lie ' i for my
Christmas Peace-Frenzy me and worship him aso. - T Such wonderous matchiess lov
< hey saw the east w 1 wid over where the | think 1t} ! ! i I d
The Christmas season, with its extremes of frantic preparation and 1-:' g child wa he Was s of ) hildren do
meditation not unigue 1o our ¢ Hurs Oecasionally I-\l '*.‘l: fl "I' Whie he g \ siing 2 s % . YO K y
nteresthing custom ':-'l.i and l.'-.\l.|..al" .'.\‘..-Ir I-.:-'-:..'-.ur.-. At whaer tha e &b N - " o thn ' ng child with T'ha new what day .
! still hay alend | take g opened  he g "y | . ' i gold. and h
> . . " " - - III'..h. TN rt
As many of vou know, | had the priviledge of traveling in Fast e i \ He . I
sevhislovakia and the Sovietl Union last imimer ir ur p mel w
Christiar wherever we wenl aind we made many riends I 've beer St Matthew 1018200 ' wr CEE written | lohn | Nilk | trandiather { Rews
thinking about! them frequently during this holy season of Advent | know we Flovd Wilk Pastor of He _ : _. e .. _ . A _‘ __‘”" i bt
ire hearing The ime seriptures of the prophet the gospel accounts of . nepj € Nazarene
John the Baplist, as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ once . ) M I i B ML
weain 1 ean imagine them singing the beautiful carols of Christmas in ther I{ I I ) 0 t} } l, ) b > q’ mB 4 I
v language their lace glowing with jov in the candiehight l,l( (‘( ( lr()llg ! I( ()‘lr(‘( J J - -J.
he other day | received a Chostmas card from Anne-Rathrin, one of J
friends in Fast Germany  She y delightful voung lady who know ' The w 1t ! 1 J J ! two thousand years  Thal ! M
i being a Christian in a socialist society  In her letter she describes King P i ay the magic of
b ot a0 w8 G Tt Chetaionas whth wad for “Tasss L™ Thuow o Sarth g g R A S Christmas bless one and
hubbbub just as we do. Her Christmas wish was for Yeace 1o all * Know on cal pUnts . - e o " L 11 wr \ v " Af
he means that in the most far reaching sense as well as the mos! personal ! I all wit h the :'pl‘ it of %
I have ceased being surprised, but ['m still delighted to discover still more he 1me L o ' Reat € SOCIY "" ‘l;"' T’:".‘fILt'I'!Lrun!.'L}Ui:J,'lltv t__“
ies with the people of Eastern Europe and the USSR Linvite you n cartl he ange fene 1 wd | ]'. th the |' n"r e ey :
her thesse hrothers and ter n your pravers and meditation hapler 9 6 when he called N I Yeace wa ) LI
ind throughout the year b | L gl e o ARRING M&R
athy Barker, lone U nited C hurch of © hrist Men ma earch all they want 1a e immils they want, conduct al
bre " K v wace treaties, but the trutl they will
‘ 1‘ ’ .1[ S. [ ] 1‘ / not find peacs UL - find peace because they have lefl he mos
Angels StUl Sing, also Weep . S wi cquion o Ty sre forgeting the source o
peace - the child called the P e of Peace Until He is brought to the throne
p Lord's birth were o hover over our land { peeople es, peace will be a mere illusion, and an unatlainable drean
today, wha! do you think their reaction would be” Would they sing or weep May this be the Christn hat men finally see in this child of the mange
U do both He wi \ ! NE peace n eart! May the peace of Christ o hiy
I think it would be botl Sing, because peace on earth and goodwill fwi I { n U i tma CasOr
Aards mer siill Loind & Mg e o mankind  The God who o loved the Dron Shelton, minister - First Christian
rld that he gave | nly begotten Son’ has no! changed  The passing of
NN Vel has 1 | hed tha! love o3 ola N nly angels, bu! mer r
K at ha
e | pea carth is ' rea
e 1l erchar { il
™ Thankss b VT ile, henee There was less Lime for
he comi alization and exploitation of Christmas Because ‘getling

still overshadows “giving ~ Not only angels, but men should weep over that

eeE dinGs of Grear Joy

Guided by A Sr1ar, the Wise Men
came 10 Bethlehem 1o worship
wWd rejoice. Today, mankind Turns

J AGAIN 10 THE ManGER, 10 find

pEACE AN blessings

-
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. CHRisTMAS joys
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Taking Christ out of Christmas




