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Power in West in Columbia Basin boys basketball

Go Wesl Young Man—Horace
Gr

It's doubtful that Mr Greeley had
the Columbia Basin Conference in
mind when giving advice o young
men of the 19th century, but his
words nicely summarize the CBC
boys outlook for this season

In a surprising: display of agree
ment, the coaches of [hstrict TA see
the power of the conferences coming
from the Western Division, as Wasco
County, Riverside and Wahtonka
are all drawing raves as the pick of
the litter. In both halves, however
the coaches see the races as loo
close to call

In the West, defending District
champ Wasco Counly returns every
single player from a Cinderella
season that! carried them to the
Regional final.  Tall and talented
Riverside returns a substantial
nucleus of a playoff team from last
year, while the Wahtonka Eagles
have opened a few eyes with their
early season play Even Sherman
County looks to be substantially
improved from a woeful 1-IBmark a
year ago

Much of the supense in the West
will center on the knee of league
MVFP Jeff Hull, Wasco County cen
ter  Hull was injured in football
season, and as ye! has not pl.l yved for
the Redsides this vear (siven the
n thi Woirs! Hull's knes
could tell the tale for Wasco and the
rest of the division

It's spooky savs Wasco coach
John Howie “We're the defending
District champs, have evervbody

back, and may not make the play
ol

strength

In the East, it appear to be
anybody's ballgame No lwo
coaches in the league picked the
same combination of teams o
wialch™ in the East, and the only
agreement s tha! there no real
favorile

Even the secrel o winning the
East remains elusive The first

team to establish themsel! could be

the team to beat stated Steve York
of Stanfield, while Pilot Rock men
tor Deacon Perkins observed “The
last month of the season will pro
bably decide the East it 's totally up
for grabs

One factor lo consider in picking a
winner should be the “‘foothall car
rvover’ effect Al some schools
foothall injuries have slowed basket
ball development At others, basket
ball coaches will either try to
capitalize on the success of the
football team or try to erase the
stigma of losing, as the case may be

The boys coaches of the CBRC are
as happy with the new bench rules as
were the girls coaches, lining up
sith a barrage of necessarily anony
mous comments The rulemakers
wian! the coaches to do the officials
job for them™ and "'l don’t under
tand why % percent of the coaches
have to pay for the mistakes of the
ither § percent’” and "It cramps my
style—1 can’t coach properly from
the bench  The players can't even
hear me

Despite the complaints, the early
cason indications are that the rules
are being administered with an eye
toward common sense  Still the
doubt remains. Stated one coach
If they re going to back off the rule
now, | hopwe they do it all season 1'd
ure hate to gel in a lale season
game and get a 1 when they
hadn't called it all season

For the contenders, the pot of gold
il the end of the rainbow is that the
District, Regional and State tour
nevs are all set for the Armory in
Pendleton District 7A didn't have
any teams al the State last year, as
Wasco County and Stanfield both
were knocked out at the Regionals
For CBC coaches, the hope this year
is for a reverse Horace Greeley
hoping they can challenge the
powers of the Valley to “Come
F.ast to Pendleton to meet them

Wasco County
It would probably qualify as the

byword for Wasco County Coach
lohn Howie as his charges prepare
for the "85 'B6 campaign It All
Evervthing center Jeffl Hull can
make a successful recovery from
knee surgery, the Hedsides could be
a contender for state honors If Hull
has trouble coming back, the men
from Maupin could be spectators
come playoff hime

The Hedsides have gotten the
opposite treatment this year than
they got last season, when they were
virtually ingnored by the polls At
one point Wasco was one of only two
unbeaten teams left in the State, but
had not cracked the top ten This
year, only defending champ Gervais
ranks ahead of Wasco County
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The 6'4"" Hull is clearly the key to
Wasco's success, despite the fact
that everybody is back from last
year s 184 squad Hull led the league
in both scoring and rebounding last
year, and led the Redsides lo the
Regional tournament, where they
dropped back-to-back games to
Enterprise and Grant Union

Both our offense and or defense
key off Jell,”” says seventh year
coach Howie ‘U he has trouble
coming back we'd need to rely more
on quickness We do have good
depth and balance, though

Howie is hopefull that Hull will be
able to return in time for the start of
the league schedule He is counting
on a "good’”’ pre-season schedule to
toughen up his troops for the league
Wars

Our goal is make it at least as far
as las! year.” savs Howie Even
with the stff competition in the
Western Division, this would cer
lainly seem to be well within the
reach of Wasco Coutny [If

Riverside

Higger is definitely better Well it
certainly is for Coach Larry French
as he prepares to lead the Hiverside
Pirates into the Columbia Basin
Conference

As French begins his second
decade as skipper of the Pirates he
s wnting on 6'4 seniors Brian
Hyrd and Bryan Sheadel to carry the
load in a power game line-up  Along
with senior wing man Chris Sevens
the big men give French a balanced
allack. In the carly going, each of
Hiverside s key seniors were aver
aging around 12 poinls a game

providing the balance tha! could
irry the Pirates a long way
The biggest key for Riverside is

for playeris) o emerge who will get
the ball to the hig boys

We need for someone lo
emerge savs French We need
an assertive leader who can take

charge. Right now there are three
or four guys, any of whom could fill
that role

French is hopeful that the return
of the injured Jim Pulman at the

point could be the answer to his
needs

Right now we have to go with
whoever I8 hol, which may be a
different guy every night We've

done that before. but it's better to

have someone lake charge

The Pirates will once again oper
ale their opportunist running
Rame taking the break at clear

opportunities, but otherwise setting
up the offense

When asked about the team's
goals, French replied We  just
want to take it
Eventually, the Pirates would love
to make the final eight in Pendleton

one step at a hime

We have a good size and good
experience, and we play good
delense says French I some
preces fall into place for Riverside it
could be a very “good”’ season lor
Pirate fans

Wahtonka

One good team from the West
won't make the District Tourna
ment S0 says veleran Wahtonka
head coach Vie Kirchoffer as he
prepares his Eagles for what looks
to be a tough battle wtih Wasco
County and Riverside in the CBI
West

Early in the season, the Eagles
have fallen behind 1in basketball
preparation, according to Kirchof
fer We got a late start because of
foothall, and the weather has cost us
some practice, also,”” says Kirchof
fer

Don't take the comment aboul
footbhall as a lament, however, as the
Eagles are counting on their success
in football (CBC champs) to carry
over into basketball

Depth is a major concern for the
Eagles in the early going, but
Kirchoffer hopes that the problem
will be relieved at Christmas-time
when his team will receive some
new plavers

For now, the heart of Wahtonka's
club is the only two players return
ing with significant varsily experi
ence 5117 senjor John Shocker and
61 semor Randy Seibel are the only
experienced returning Eagles, and
Kirchoffer will count  on them to
team with 62 senior Hurl
MeConnell as the bullding blocks of
his ¢lub

Early reports from around the
league rate the Eagles as a sohd
team, carrving excellent  size
Kirchoffer will count on those
factors, plus he expects “defense
and rebounding” to hold the key to
his team s eventual success

From every indication, making
the playofls in the West is very much
a numbers game By season’s end,

Wahtonka hopes tha! it's number is T

up hime lor his playe
Sherman County new svatem |
Sherman County is in the unenvi definile progre
able position of trying to make up un peak at the end
ground from the toughes! spot poss The CAl ¢
ible--the bottom of the CBC Wes! being counted
Last year was disastrous for the Evervone of
Huskies, as they could claim only b "
one win all year long It would good a e
appear that prospects are brighler that In setlin

this year, and (irst-year head coach haps the hntvrh.‘.ﬁl

Ron Townsend sees brighter days

ahead
We're weak fundamentally  but .
we re working up,’ says Townsend ’ Hennd
who previously has served as head Heppner -
coach al The Dalles High School e 4 e CBC B
We're very small, but we'd still roncints
like to run when we get! the chance AR S
savs Townsend We iry to play :
Rood delense and iry to play a ad b .
patlern runming game ...1 |I.., 'h h nr
The Huskies carry only three will be abls ;
seniors on their roster, and all

reports indicate that the underclass | g able 1

!
men carry the promise of beller wcles %
days ahead Townsend will coun! or | "
6’2" sophomore Rill Martin and . - -
510" junior Tracy Fields as the ' ~ v :
catalysts for his club : .

Sherman County has shown : 'I g - P
marked improvement this vear hay . .
ing already bagged more wins thar ' : . =
A year ago It's possible that the .. -
Huskies could be the most improved
team in the league and
last. given the e
won ! stop SC fron ausing a few ) :
headaches for other teams before " "
the season s over . - I
Stanfield i
At first blush it would appear to be . rs .
a rebulding vear for Stanfu
coming on the heels of a 194 sea ’ g
which saw the Tigers advance 1o the il
Regionals before being knocked ou "
by Grant Union N0 y ’
third vear head coach Steve Y k
Rebuilding doesn’t really apply o
when you have some ntinuily i
VOUr programn ) Y ork b ]
infusion of some brigh! young taler - ._'__','_ ' e
doesn’t hurt either » e \ el
Inthe carly going . ¢ sophor '
Tony Hrown has been the )
lalked-aboul newcomer n the . .
league. The addition of Browr ihd s ,
help the Tigers ease the loss by I i .
graduation of all but two contr x
butors from las! vear
York will count on those Iw ; v
refurners as keyvs o his ballelut )
looking inside to Jelf Walker : I :
senior | and outside 'o Howard Wag
ner (511 senor }
here are some holes to (i1l for the ) .
Tgers, however York sees | '. .
leam as a little thin, and & tie 5
small Our depth is not good x. :
claims York and we're nol very . II. ’ .
big. We need to count on defense o x2by
rebounding as keys
York has been fairly well pleased
with his team in the early going "+ .
We've played some decent bal e
lar—the delense sn't where
should be, but the offense has beer
okay
Like evervone else in the East the
Tigers would love to qualify for the .
District tourney It's a realisti .
goal for all five teams,” savs York S
It's not out of anybody's react Pl "
The reach of Stanfield may well i .I
depend on the reach of Tony Brown . ¢ ' .
and other voungsters If they i ~ .
-‘hwe-lnp the skyv's the limat . 2
Umatilla ':‘.
Don't feel sorry for new head ol .
coach Kingsley Wayman when b I"kl
says that he doesn’t know muct JI"' '
about the history of his ballclut .,. ’
He'd rather nol know
Wayman left his post as assistant ']'. p
coach at Eastern Oregon State .
College to come to Umatilla
because | wanled my own oppor 'A .
funity He sees early growing oy v
pains for his Vikings, but hopes thal '\'\I:‘ -
the dividends will be later improve b Pork
ment Wi . "
The players are very weak :
fundamentals - they seem to have W, '
lack of court savvy, but | can see “ e :
improvement savs Wavmar '\
In altempting to improve la s
year's mark of 812 the Vikings » ralk .
look to Wayne Sehman (6'1 senior
’ leag e W
who Wayman savs s playving - { The Rock
well ' Sehman will be expected Senshibis .
carry the load while several players ."\‘ 1 1 be |
heal from foolball injuries (hrne ..-1" .
such player is senmior Dan Kurls ' e
whose shoulder injury 1s not football S anl oy ‘ -

related, but which has made him a "
opportur '
day to-day proposition

Here's hoping you
glide right through
the Christmas
season. Our best

wishes
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