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Coaches, athleles, and even sport
fans themselves may nol agree just
wha! makes a sports {an, but they all
know wha they are and how (mport
ant they can be o high school
athleles

Some fans come lo the games
because they like the games, says
Heppoer coach of 18 years Dale
Conklin, others have a son or daugh-
ler or someone ¢#lse they know on the
leam

Longtime lone coach Gordon
Meyers differentiates between par
ents who come to support their kids
and fans who don't have kids in
school but still suppert the team
The community has been supportive
of the teams, he says. Many limes al
awav games we would have more
{ans than the home lown We've
been fortunale to have been winners
for a long Ume, and losing some
games may be difficull to accoepl
bul we can't abandon them the
leam he says

Some lans are [(pir weather

fans,  he conlinues, evervbody hikes

o win. Il was especially rewarding
to the team and to him, he savs, In
1978 when the foothall team won the
state tifle, 10 see the [ans completely
surround the lHeld Every school
should have a chance lo wir he
e g

ke Matthews (left) ond Gordon Meyers
\ when Cardinal football teom s on the siale iitle.

title,"" he says, “lo experience being
the besl.’

There's always more support
when you're winning agrees Conk-
lin, “nobody likes a loser.” But
when you're losing, it's important o
know Lhat people do support you
Kids will try harder i there is
support from the fans

If no! many people come to a
game, the kids begin to think that
mavbe nobody cares, agrees Mey-
ers. The number of fans does
increase as the leam wins more
games. “When the crowd comes
into the game, though, it can make a
kid reach back and find a lttle extra
adrenalin and do better than he ever
thought he could.’

A large crowd al any game, he
conlinues, gives kids the feeling that

somebody cares.”” It's more enjoy-
able, too, when the gym is full than
when the ball bounces and you hear
it echo off the walls

The athellic department is very
dependant on fans support, contin-
wes Conklin because the athlelie
budge! s determined by the gate
receipls at home games. Those gate
receipis go directly into the athletie
program and help the year's budget

Heppner fans are excellent lo

)

in 1978

work with, he continues. During his
tme in Heppner, he has seen no
problems with fan control, which he
says may be partly characteristic of
“A" level competition During the
605, Heppner received sportmanship
trophies at both district and slate
tournamen! games

Fans may not attend all events,
says Conklin, the first Elk season
always decreases the number in
attendance. There's a diversity
among fans, loo, some know and
understand the game and others
don’l. Some come lo walch oppon-
enls who are especially good, but
most just en joy watching the compe-
tition.

One other mark of a true fan, both
Meyers and Conklin agree, is if they
follow the team away from home
It's relatively easy to attend home
games, bul away games are lime
consuming, and sometimes expen
siye

One year Jerry Samples was
honored as an outstanding Heppner
fan, and Albert Connor has also beern
at a lot of school functions over the
years continues Conklin. Of course
Lee Padberg, president of the Hoos
ters club and all of the Boosters are
recognized as special fans

lone High School has designated
Mike Matthews its “No. | Fan "' The
title was to him, said former
Cardinal football coach Gordon
Meyers, because he's always at all
of the high school and junior
games. The only was when
was not healthy and was, therefore,
unable o attend. Other than that
time, he's always been there

Al the time Matthews was

out from among the many loyal
fans, Meyers recalls much discus-

ave a [ew
leaving somebody out, not because 1
intend lo, bul because you can't
always think of everyone. Every-
body always talks about Mike as our
No_ 1 fan, but his wife, Edith, is at as
many games as anyone She's the
only one other than parents that I've
ever seen al a high school tennis
malch, Now, that's fan suppert.”
Mike Matthews is more

visible than the other fans because
during the 14 years he worked as the
school custodian, he drove us for all

Sports fans: a greater value than sum of the gate

the games excepl those where he'd
have 1o be in two places al once. He
slopped driving bus about the time
he retired, 1974, bul continued to
attend the games and was given
permission lo ride the game bus
whenever there was an extra spol
for him

“When | was coaching, I didn’l
always know who was al the game-.
bul Mike was there win or lose. He
even wenl on some scouling trips
with me. He was always supportive
When a coach calls the wrong play,

id oriented. He
just likes kids and he's loyal. He's
always been 100 percent behind
every kid on the team and that's a
help to . There's not
‘t do for you
we won the title, Mike enjoyed
victory as much as anyone  We
been 8o close several times, but
it had shi away.
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“Every ?Il you on the back
when you win. Fans become special
when they you even if you
don't win, ' Meyers continues

Hepprer fans of los weekend's State volleyball tournament

Mike never turned | back
chuse we los! He is the same, wit
lose. "

I'd rather win,”” Matihews
about the games, but samebody ha
W win and somebody has to lose
“Kids should be taugh! (o accey

defeat as well as victory I'hey e
all winners though nowaday \
mature kid himself, Malthew

he's able 1o gel to the games becaus
the “kids keep me informed,”” whet
the little league games are as well a
the school sponsored even! I
there's three games and 1 have

choose one. " he says, “'1'll go 1o th
baseball game and that
because my leam won the seri

Kids need a pat on the head now
and then Mevers continue A e
tadulls parenis teacher

are always on their neck

don’t do well and sports se
way we can tell them the ed
good job

Thl‘}' expect o hear i word
from their coach tha! ) )
when a fan tells a kid after a §
“You did a good job out thers

kid gets a special smilk

and you know the briel

more for him thar

couch could say




