- -

FIGHT special Fair & Hodeo Fdition, \August 7. 198

Queen returns to Grand Marshal Parade

lene Kenny. Queen of the 1938
Morrvw County Fair and Hodeo has
come bomie afller 5 vears o be the
Grand Marshal of the 1985 Fair and
Hodeo Parade

Queen llene was born in Heppner

in 1917 and rais a ranch in
Sandhollow The daughter of John
and Bridgett Hea Mollahan
Kenny the Granddaughter of
Michael Kenny and Mary Doherty
Kenny “) grated from
County Leitr Ireland in the

te establish stock and wheat

1985 fair result of many changes

The Morrow County Fawr Grounds
il present  localior nee 1999
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The | county fair was held

#1210 wha!t is now the city park and

the north of Main Street In Heppner
Wallace Smead was the first Fair

pnager and is edited with having
v great influence Is promotion
Hecords show there were 20 entries
and no premiums § i
The first fair pas was located
the park area on Main Street
' with a large shed for storing
iy road equipment The pa

bt by

fonated time

N wWa ranchers a

volunteers wh ot
this butlding speciflically for a fair
When the fair was not in prpgretd il
was used for dances and moller
skating HRecords show that the 1915
fair !mn] 51500 for premiums The
W16 Laur was held Sept 14,15 and 16
In 1918 the dance hall floor was
ruined because of flooding and 1919
was a severe year of drought! with
Meager crops That year lrrigon

waon [irst in comar ty exhibiis, and
Boardman had the best school
exhibat

In 1920, Hoardman beld the [lirst
Commercial Fair, Sept 21 Exhibits
were sent by express (o the state (air
in Saler Boardman was the only
county lair held that year Fairs in
the south end of the countly were held
intermitlenly for a number of years
e Fair at Heppoer
permanent annual evenl in 9%
when it was moved (o the present
site on Hinton Creek This acreage
was acguired when the county
traded the block on Main Street o
the city for the C C ¢ camp location
which had been vacated (id
barracks buildings were converted
inlo usage oo the same  The north
end of the county discontinued their
fair  When il became a stale law in
anly to one fair

became a

1954 limiting each co
From 192 through 1950 the County
Extension Agent took the lead in
putting on the fair. until the County

Court appointed three persons 0

form a Fair Board

In 1952 a block t hing wa
at the fair grounds, know i he
pavilion, and the annex a het
additions were added late The

ranches which are still in operation
The Sandhollow Ranct

wnership of lene brother Hul

inder the

LG and the Butlercreek Ranct
Healy
Queen llene was the third of

by a cousin H

children  Eddie Kenny of Spokane
Matt Kenny of Portland, Emmett
Khenny of Pendieton  James Kenny
of Lake Oswego. Bill Kenny of
Heppoer. and a sister Patrwcia
Erwin of Pendietos

Her father . John Kenny was one of

the founders of the flirs! rodeos and

arge steel barn was built in
i q

he seals and bleachers inside ir
i A new south grandstand was
reclnd ur e o replace the old
wionslen siructure A large portion of
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Madison Bulle. and cor ely
refurr hed it wls aiithe furr
N Hecenl ma
ents include a large (11l ad)
highway and installation of v lone
fencing 14 necessilated insta
lation of sewer lines throughou! the
grounds, and three phase clectrical
ervice o accommodale increasing
parwoer ma nds
Endeavors untinuously Ip
grade facilities are re ted 1n the
work which has § nto  the
grounds and activity & now ir

bined

high gear to prepare for a cor
which will see the

new format Fair

and Hodeo running oncurrently

Aug 1418

Floral displays
expanded

Visttors who have enjoved floral
decorations on the fair grounds the
past few years can expect o see
expanded displays this vear as the
local garden clubs from Heppoer
lone and Lexington are planning to
make the grounds come Alive in
‘B with conlainers of blooming
plants

Garden clut
have watered, fertilized
faded blooms, and fought the grass
hoppers to a standstill or ver
three hundred planters U

nlainer gardeners
sn i ppeed

LT

around the fair grounds I'ri

chairman of the staging committes

Pat Pettyjpohn. Babe Harris, and
Martha Doherty are planning soms
new garden spots and other flora
SUTprises

In conjunction with the Faur
Flower Show the clubs are also
S EOnsOT ' new contest, & Scare

w Conlest See the premium
ook for details The scarescrows
are o be entered on Tuesday and
will e laged on ar lside wa
the exhibitl hal The " b judged
by L] it 1 ba 1 { ask *- T
$10. 86 and $4 will be awarded by the
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participated for many vears as a Day Celebratior ’ he KUMA ' . L
field judge In 1961 he was given the Kolfer Hou -\-- » i e Fa
award for the fent whoy in the The Kenny & b pch d ! ' . sanrisicns |
par ade I Mt he was hromeT sich the Hintos s e 3 Rhea Creek GLrange Camille
Co-Grand Marshal with Frank W froem thetr home andhollow a Sanley, Lena Grange [During the
Turner fistance of seven miles round trip summer, rodeo jitney dances were
: held at each grange and the finale

A lean to barn was erected near the
poplar trees below the Floyd Jones
Ranch to house the horses while the
children were at school

All of the seven Kenny children
were hlessed with beautiful Irish
singing voices  They were the main
altraction at many of our grade

was held at the old Fair Pavilion
the site where our labrary nd
Museum now stand FEach ca
locked box with thesr

L an!  high  schonl . Fifty years ago they had a muct late had a
name on it cach person ente
o The me back fifferent wa f making the Queer . \ -'! t"'"" r:"' :P:"‘i
- the dance area, they " M
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