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‘Celebration of Motion’ develops close to students
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K iris  .it H rp p n e r F lc m e n la ry  
School |(iit more than just a g liin p s r 
of the fine a rts  during the jiast two 
weeks while A rtis t in Ke.sulente 
Sandy Brooke of Sisters was work 
mg w ith  them to create A fe le h ra  
lion  of Motion a m ura l in four 
jiu r t*  w hich now is part of the w all 
on both sides of the stake in the 
school's m u lti purpose room

Brooke, a graphic a rtis t who has 
served residencies in I tregon schools 
since I97H. was hrought to the school 
in lleppner through the e ffo rts  of the 
Morrow County C reative  A rts  and 
C rafts  Association Mem bers have 
organized fund ia isers  over the last 
several months to donate two th irds 
of the a rtis t s salary The other 
one th ird  was provided hv the Hast 
ern Oregon Begional \ r ts  Council 
The a rtis t in residence program  has 
been dcvcIojM-d over the past several 
years w ith  the co-operation and 
pa rtic ipa tion  of the school d is tric t 
This year, however no school ills  
f r i f t  funds were ava ilab le  to support 
the program  so local a rtis ts  put out 
the extra  e ffo rt to fund the program  
so that fine a rts  Could l>e kept close 
to the students

Close to the students is how the 
pro ject turned mil A Jo m inute 
assem bly on F r id a y  a fte rn o o n . 
Marc h 22. the fina l day of Brooke s 
resiliency at lleppner, organized by 
lleppner a rt teacher Bon F a rra r and 
e lem entary school p rinc ipa l Don 
Cole, was an e laborate good bye 
and thank you fo r Brooke anti a 
tr ibu te  to a ll the students because, 
as both Ft, ar anti Brooke pointed 
out. ‘ the m ura l was the combined 
work of a ll the students, although 
only a sm all group was selected for 
the f in a l work everyone partic ipa ted  
in the to ta l pro ject "

The p ro jec t, F o rra r explained to 
students teachers, guests. Supt 
Doyle M cCaslin. Asst Supt John 
Ktlm undson. and mem bers of the 
M orrow County A rts  and C rafts  
A ssocia tion . that the m ura l was part 
of a push to get back to basics in 
education because it requ ired a ll the 
basics. Fng lish , M ath, and Science 
to create  the fin ished p ro jec t

F o rra r  o rig ina ted  the theme for 
the m ura l and arranged fo r aerobic 
i* l*  Joyce Hughes. Ham 1’ iper and 
IB IS  Dance team m em bers M ichelle  
M iles, and Cindy H iper to "m o d e l"  
fo r the students They tiegan the 
p ro jec t by w atching the movement 
of the aerobicists. then ta lk ing  about 
movem ent and fina lly  d raw ing  the 
fo rm s Many pencil charcoal and 
pastel works bv the students which 
have been on display in the m u lti 
purpone room throughout the last 
tw o  weeks i l lu s t r a te  in d iv id u a l 
student perceptions of the figures 
dancing

Brooke adm its that she had reser 
vations at the beginning of the 
pro ject because the human fo rm  is 
so d if f ic u lt  to draw hut emphasizes 
that she is really pleased w ith  the 
resu lt A ll of the figures on the m ura l 
were draw n w ithout help by the 
k id s  "  B rooke  o rc h e s tra te d  the 
placem ent of the figu res and every 
one worked together She decided on 
the diagonal layout so that the

motion would not only be shown in 
the figures l>ut tie ca rr ie d  through 
the work from  one to another The 
spacing lie lween the two 4 x N 
pieces she expla ins increases the 
motion T lie  same in te rva l is used in 
a dark blue fx ird r r  which also helps 
increase the v tbrancy and balance of 
the composition

\ f te r  the o rig ina l study of motion

and draw ing  of figures Brooke w ith  
F o rra r s help selected several f if th  
through eighth grade students who 
each worked on the p ro ject fo r an 
hour a day for the week The hour 
was "borrow ed from  the ir regu la r 
class lim e  she explained and they 
had to make up the work which they 
missed S till, there were no negative 
outbursts through the whole tim e 
only positive e ffo rt They were 
w illin g  to do whatever they were 
asked to do

At the b e g in n ing  B rooke  
contends a pro ject is only an idea 
and each pe rso n 's  in p u t is 
im portan t Students must com m uni 
cate to express the ir ideas and work 
together The outcome is always a 
surprise to us a ll

Everybody has a sense of color 
they like  You can give two people 
the same two tuties of paint and they 
w ill m ix  them d iffe ren tly  It 's  part of 
the ir ind iv idua lity  The kids really 
cared ataiul the pro ject Thev would 
argue w ith  me a lo u l the choice of 
the color for the ir figu re  They were 
a good group of kids the d iff ic u lt 
part was choosing a few because 
there were many others we could 
have used for the pro ject and s till 
accomplished the same thing

Work on m ura l is an excellent 
way to put k ills  together who would 
never come together in a social 
s ituation The ir work is re lated to 
the ir ta lent and interest Brooke has 
been serving in residencies in Fast 
ern Oregon schools since I97R she 
may do one or 15 a year she says, 
depending on which d is tric ts  inv ite  
her. it 's  a ll contract work She has 
an elem entary school teacher and an 
ins truc to r at Annie 1‘a in te r A Vsoc 
in Portland and the i e n lra l Oregon 
College comm um tv education nrn

gram  She says that she likes the
a rtis t in residence program  because
it s not the regu la r routine of leach 
ing but it a llows her to  "ta ke  one 
special th ing and w ork together w ith  
the students to express the ir ideas 

She earned a Bachelor of the A rt*  
degree at the I 'n iv e rs ity  of Oregon 
in 15*771 and a secondary teaching 
ce rtifica te  >n I97fi She has exhib ited 
work in many group and one man 
show s since 1972 She has ow ned and 
operated an a rt ga lle ry and has 
worked as a self em ployed graph ic 
designer She adm its  that she used 
to do some advertis ing  work fo r the 
B«n but doesn't do m uch of that 
type work anym ore Most a rtis ts  
she say*, do odd jo t»  in  order to 
paint on the side Her daughter. 
Christen, 19 a freshm an at the 
t n ive rs ity  of Oregon plans to m ajor 
in In te rio r Design, because that * 
where the money is Her hustuind 
Jim  is a chem ist 

She expla ins that the pro ject 
i e lebra tion of Motion fits  well 

w ith what she has tx-en doing for the 
past two and a half years because 
she has concentrated on figu re  work 
and m otion draw ings

P r in c ip a l C o le  co n c lu d ed  the 
assembly w ith  a presentation of a 
tiasket of fru it  and a copy of 

H om esteads and H e rita g e s  
tie« a use he expla ined Brooke dur 
mg the tw.. week residency did not 
just tea« h and share her ta lents w ith 
students hut was g iv ing of herself 
and the Homesteads and Heritages 
was a way to share a sm all pa rt of 
the county 's heritage w ith  her 

Was the p ro jec t w o rth w h ile ’’ Stop 
tiv the m ultq iurposo room and see 
for yourself the a c ry lic  or masonic 
m ura l Cole described as something 
which the kids crested  themselves a

Joyce Hughes (le ft) and Pam Piper

Sandy Brooke w ith fifth  graders

Sandy Brooke

fine work which w ill make an 
im pact a statem ent to the com m un 
ity . fo r years to come

More than becoming involved w ith  
creation of a piece of a rt students 
hugs and goodbyes attest to the ir 
[w r s r if ix l  i m n l i -s n i r f l *  « h m o g h  t h e ir  

in terests and ta lents w ith  a geniune 
person who became close to the 
students More than a fin ished piece 
of a rt the residency brought *tu

dents together w ith  a genuine, car 
ing ind iv idua l wh«> was close to tear* 
congra tu la ting  them on the ir fine 
work because now i t ’s over and I 
have to leave Sadness that the 
pro ject is complete however, can 
eclipse neither the p ro jec t itse lf nor 
the love and ta lent of the students 
and the ir teacher who fo r a *h«*rt 
tim e was the special spark which 
brought a ll the ir e ffo rt together in its 
fina l fo rm

W ■ it your l<gal CLNKX co-operative know th.it 
thorp «ire at least tw< > times of the ye.ir when vow |tist 
can't tolerate delays—during planting and harvest 
That's wh\ we re geared up to meet your farm supply 
neetis.it the |x ‘«ik wt trkload times of the year It’s why 
were lo<> committed to having all the equipment 
«ind manpower necessary to let us keep each and 
«very delivery prt»itiise we make at the time you I* > >k 
with CKNKX
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