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SWCD receives citation from FF A

Alex Lindsay (Right) presents Chairman McElligott 
with a citation given by FFA

Water - who gets it?

The M orrow  S  W  C  I)  support* 
the Kuture Karm ens of A m erica  
annually by H iving a cash  aw ard  to 
the w inning district soil judging 
team The aw ard I*  used for the 
team * expense* to go to the state 
final*

Morrow  SV t I ' D  received a cila

lion from  Kuture f  a rm e r*  of Am er 
tea. Blue Mountain  D istrict as a 
token of appreciation for encourage­
ment, cooperation and assistance 
given the K K A  in helping to accom p 
lish outstanding achievem ents in 
farm ing, leadership citizenship and 
com m unity welfare

Water who gets It. and who 
doesn 't p rom ise s to be a big issue in 
this session of the O regon le g is t s  
lure, as law m akers grapple with 
what could be up to 75 separate 
water related issues 

The M orrow  Soil A Water ( 'w ise r 
vation D istrict a lso  w ill debate 
water issue* when it hold * its annual 
m eeting next Tuesday M a rch  12, at 
the le x in g to n  O range  beg inn ing at 
6 30 p m

f’erhaps the moat p re ssing  legisla 
lion for Ka ste rn  O regon now before 

the legislature is the Beneficial l se 
B ill M in im um  Stream flow  B ill and 
Water Keporting Bill 

Beneficial I s e  <SB  2B6i would 
provide sign ificant im pact on exist 
ing vested water rights, a concern of 
every farm er or rancher who now 
has water rights

The bill propose* to rem ove from 
the law the listing of those water 
use* that are important, including 
irrigation w atrr use The bill would 
redefine "beneficial u se "  to mean 
the use of water that is reasonable

and of benefit to the apprupria lo r 
and at the sam e lim e  consistent 
with the interests of the public in the 
best utilisation of the water re 
sources of this state 

Those follow ing this legislation 
a r r  concerned with how the " in  
terestsof the p u b lic " w ill be defined 
and how the im portance  of water 
uses would be weighed accord ingly  

Som e m em bers of the le g is la t iv e  
Com m ittee on W ater Po licy  are 
concerned that the lists of uses were

put there for a purpose and have 
meant som ething to the holders of 
existing w atrr rights 

The m in im um  stream flow  bill S B  
2»u will require the Water Po licy  
K rv iew  Board  to adopt m in im um  
flows as a goal to be reached 
whether or not there is water ava il 
able to meet the flow In the 
m eantime, the affected stream  will 
be "w ithdraw n  and no further 
water rights m ay be applied for until 
these " g o a l "  or "ta rge ted  f lo w s " 
a r r  met at som e tim e in the future 

The bill further points out that

stream flow * w ill become ava ilab le  
"th rough  abandonm ent or cancrlla  
lion of water r igh ts  "

The water Keporting B ill iS H  2811 > 
would require  that holders of w atrr 
right certificates subm it statem ents 
of use to the W ater Resources 
l>epartment at least once every five 
years Se lle r* of real estate must 
inform  purchases a *  to water right 
certificate

A serious consequence of the bill is 
that if an owner fails to report "the  
W ater Re sou rce s D irector m ay in 
itiatr proceedings for Ih r  cancrlla  
tion of the wafer right Needless to
say this could have  se rious const- 
queners, for existing water right 
holders

In  addition, there have tieen eight 
other bills identified tiy the S W t 'D  as 
hav ing great im pact on water use in 
Kaste rn  Oregon, and the S W C D  
urges all those who could tie affected 
to com e to the annual m eeting and 
d iscu ss  these issues before they 
become law

la irry  Nunn, water m aster for the 
I 'm a t illa  R ive r w ill tie on hand at 
the m e e tin g  to a n sw e r  any  
questions

Weed district organized 
for Morrow County

With the support of the M orrow  
County L ivestock (¡row rrs. the M or 
row County Wheat tirow er*. Hep 
pner M orrow  County C ham ber of 
Com m erce and local fa rm e rs and 
ranchers a Weed Control D istrict 
has berm organized for M orrow  
County The district is a sub-div ision 
of the M orrow  Soil and Water 
Conservation D istrict The weed 
policies and weed supe rv iso r are 
governed by a five m em ber Weed 
A dv iso ry  Hoard

What does a Weed D istrict do ’ 
P in t ,  a superviso r must be hired to 
ca rry  out the responsibilities of the 
Weed D istrict The responsibilities 
of the district are to prevent the 
e s ta b lish m e n t  and  sp re a d  of 
noxious weeds within the county, 
im p le m en t the e ra d ic a t io n  of 
designated noxious weed*, encour 
age and assist in organ iz ing weed 
control p rogram s on private  and 
public land* cooperate with slate, 
county and federal a g en c ie s. to 
develop chem ical and biological 
weed control m easures, conduct 
weed su rve y s  and develop educa 
tional p rogram s

A  weed classification for M orrow  
County ha* been established by the 
Weed Board  and include " A "  and 
“ B "  weeds " A "  weeds are any 
plant which is determ ined by the 
Weed Board  and County Court to be 
injurious to public health, crops, 
livestock, land or other property 
These weeds are not yet present or 
well established in the county and 
are in such sm all am ounts that total 
eradication is possible The follow 
mg noxious weeds have been target 
ed by the Weed A dv iso ry  board for 
eradication within M orrow  County

Found  within the county Yellow 
Starthistle. Tan sy  Ragw ort, D a lm a  
tion and Yellow  Toadflax. Spike 
Weed. M u sk  Thistle

Not yet e s ta b lish e d  Ske le ton  
Weed Leafy Spurge  Med iterranean 
Sage

It is the landow ners responsibility 
to eradicate and control these 
weeds The " B "  weeds are defined 
a *  weed* of econom ic im portance 
which occur in large enough infesta 
turn* to m ake eradication im practi 
cal in moat of M o rrow  County 
However, these weeds m ay be up 
graded to " A "  weed* when eradia­
tion becomes econom ically leasable 
o r  w hen the e co n o m ic  th reat 
becomes great enough to require 
total eradication M orrow  County 
has declared 19 weed* of econom ic 
im portance

Another im portant role of the 
weed D istrict is to work with the 
landowner and implement a weed 
control m anagem ent program  It is 
not practical to spray an area 
heavily infested with weeds and then 
forget it An intensive range m an 
agement and or reseeding program  
must be included or weeds w ill again  
invade the area

Noxious weeds have become so 
th o ro u g h ly  e s ta b lish e d  an d  are  
spreading rap id ly on stale, county 
and federally owned lands that a 
weed control p rogram  must be 
continued for M orrow  County Your 
support and efforts as residents of 
M orrow  County are urgently needed 
to m ake this p rogram  successfu l If 
any " A "  weeds or strange  looking 
plants are seen please contact the 
Weed D istrict Supe rv iso r of their 
nature and location by ca lling  876- 
M U

No-till fallow possible as alternative»

No till chem ical fallow perhaps 
som eday will become a viable  alter 
native to the conventional tillage 
p rogram  practiced today Th rough  a 
grant p rogram  from  the Soil Conser 
vation Serv ice  and M orrow  Soil and 
Water Conservation D istrict, a field 
trial w as set up in (he fall of 1982 on 
J im  Sw anson *  farm  to evaluate the 
effectiveness of this concept

The p rogram  w as geared at mom 
tonng m oisture  differences between 
no till and conventional operations, 
and determ ining yield potentials 
under this p rogram  M o istu re  was 
m onitored using a neutron probe 
throughout the complete wheat fai

low rotation Resu lts essentially 
showed no sign ificant differences in 
total m oisture The m oisture  was 
perhaps slightly  nearer the surface 
in the no till plot A requirem ent for 
this to be true is that over SS percent 
ground cover (residue i is necessary

to be m aintained throughout the 
sum m er and early fall m onths of the 
sum m er fallow period Th is  m ain 
tains a lower soil tem perature and 
reduces the evaporations! losses 

Y ie ld  data w as collected this last 
crop year Kxcellent yie lds were 
obtained where drill perform ance

was adequate Y ie ld s of Tty75 bus 
he Is per acre  were m onitored on the 
no tili site and  *0 bushel on the 
conventional site 

Th is p rogram  is being evaluated 
for a second season It is anticipated 
that weed control w ill become less of

a problem  than the initial year 
tlo ing into chem ical fallow requ ire * 
that the fields tie re lative ly clean 
from  gra ssy  weed prob lem s The

A bill for an act —
By DAVID CHILD»

Our land, anyw here and every 
where, is the watershed, and it is the 
p rim ary  source of quality and 
quantity of both surface  and ground 
w atrr in the form  we da lly  use 

It is therefore unlaw fu l hence 
forth, in Oregon, to d istu rb  or affect 
any d ra inage  in any m anner that 
will reduce the water hold ing caps 
city, the soil intake rate, or increase 
the velocity of water and thus 
dam age, without a designated plan

econom ics of this p ro gram  will lie 
evaluated this com ing season Hov 
tng to sp ray  m ore  than 3 4 tim es 
during the fallow jierind would limit 
the feasibility of this concept

when —
for im m ediate  m itigating action, 
designed to m ainta in  the water 
holding capab ilities of the watershed 
or d ra inage

Th is  law is established to m aintain 
the v iab ility  of the lands of hte slate 
am i to bring to the attention of all 
users and doers Those who huild. 
m ove cut. drive, fly. plant, graze, 
launch, drain, flood, float, d rill pan, 
store, walk, rest, ride, pack, cheer, 
view ponder, worship, consum e, 
plug in. d isca rd  and inhabit the 
land that anyth ing we do has 
sign ificant effect on water
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S W C I )  Annua l  Meeting
Annual Meeting 
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Th e  pubi!« I t  ro rd ia lly  In v ite d  la  meet Ik e  d ire r  t o r i  of Ike  M o rro w  ■ i 
ß W ( I I  and p a rt lr lp a le  In Ike  program  Th e  d ia lr i r l  w il l l u m o . l i  the : 
m ain d ish  and beverages Thaae a lle nd in g  are asked to b rin g  a sa lad o s’raert

P ro g ra m
Slid e  presentation by D a v id  ( Hilda of tke t . l l l la m  ( onnlv S o il and t i 

C onservation D ia lr i r l  entitled . "M b s  ( s e t  O ur W a t e r ' , "  and.
1-arry Nana, t m attila  H ä sin  W a le r M a tte r w il l  answ er questions s 

ru r re n t  water b il ls  before the le g is la tu re
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