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VAhm w r v r f  the r r in iim  (hat ha* 

occurred during th is pa*t K rb ru a ry  
w>- might a*k Have we really
accomplished anything in th i* So il 
Cunservalion D is t r ic t*  To  i m » r r  
that iju rst io n  it Mould tie t»-* l to tour 
now hrfo re any cultivation take» 
place and compare different field* 
on our own place and in our neigh 
hurhond I think that th is would »how 
that we have accomplished much 
ami that much more needs to lie 
done I I I *  quite oh» lou* that the land 
which ha* fared ties! ha* heen the 
native rangeland in good condition 
Kvery thing else from  hard used 
range land through our cultivated 
crop land* ha* had it*  a b ility  to 
re s ist erosion compromised 

There has la-en v ir ile  variation in 
the amount of snow and ice on the 
land the degree of d rifting  and the 
ra tr  of thaw t>ut looking at different 
fie ld* handled differently in the

same neighlnrhood with s im ila r 
conditions we can o ile r see dramat 
ic differences in the degree of
erosion It w ill a lv i be apparent that 
no one conservation practice by 
itse lf can be entire ly effective That 
is  why we should not do a piecemeal 
yob hut try  to in sta ll complete 
conservation system s 

T h is  points to quite a yob in the 
future There is  so much more to do 
on most fa rm s and there is  every 
indication that ke d rra l support at 
least at the adm inistration level is  
very weak If  the Adm inistration 
means what it says and does intend 
to elim inate the S t 'S  and ASCS. th is 
would cripple our a b ility  to provide 
technical help unless vm ie other 
source was pros idl'd T h i*  would not 
necessarily k i l l  the So il Conserva 
lion Ih stn c t but would make It 
necessary to look elsewhere for the 
support of technical assistance That

means either State or lo ra l and both 
possib ilités look g rim  fu rth e r a 
declining farm economy w ill make it 
more d ifficu lt for 'he landowner to 
afford any expense that can h r 
postponed

That does sound discouraging but 
I am s t i l l  enough of an optim ist to 
brlieve that when things appear to 
be going bad they w ill never be as 
bad as you anticipate I did not make 
the dec moo not to run for another 
term on the D istr ic t board out of 
d isp a ir o r d iscouragem ent but 
rather that I see many young men in 
the County that have energy and 
ideas and the w illing ne ss to try  new 
methods I th ink that it i t  lim e  that 
they should he put in the punition to 
meet the problems of the future
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