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Morrow Co. Landfill closure
considered by Heppner Council

The Morrow County landfill s
scheduled to close down the latter
part of this year, possibly in August
or September, leaving the area
without a garbage dump, and Mon
day night the Heppner city council
discussed the closure, and what
could be done about it

The city is not in favor of the dump
closing, however, the county
presently operates the dump, and
has not budgeted any funds in 1985-86
for finding or operating a new one

A ten-year lease on the dump runs
out In September and apparently the
owner of the land has not signed a
new leaser

Al a meeting of the Morrow
County Solid Waste commission
Feb. 28, oplions were presented by
the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) expressing what
could be done if the dump closes

Option one was Lo transfer the site
of the landfill out of the county,
option two was to have a private
garbage service haul the garbage
out of the county, and option three
was o have no pickup

Heppner city councilmember
Marvin Lane said Monday none of
these options are acceptable to the
city, and that the city should ap
proach the owner of the landfill
about the possibility of the city
leasing the site

Lane pointed out that it would cost
between $20 000 and $50 000 just to
locate a new garbage site acceptable
to the DEQ, and that since, accord

ing to DEQ, the present dump still
has 10 years of use left, the best
option is to try and keep the dump
located where it is

Cliff Green, owner of Heppner
Garbage Disposal, was al the meet
ing and pointed out that both the
north and south ends of Morrow
County need landfills

He said a private operalor cannol
possibly afford to own and operale a
landfill, and that the city has two
options. The city could operate the
fill, or a solid waste district should
be formed

“U you lose your landfill the
southend will be at the mercy of
whoever comes in here (to pick up
garbage) " Green said "If someone
from Hermiston comes in here, yes
you can set rates (garbage can
pickup rates) but if they own the
landfill you will have no choice but to
accept what they propose

The county has been paying $2,900
per year for lease on the landfill, and
the council said it would talk to the
owner and hold a special council
meeting Wednesday, March 13 at
6.3 pm. to discuss the problem

In other business, the council

appointed Nancy Lankford, Hill
Cox, and Mark Tullis to the city
planning commission

gave its okay to Pacific North
west Bell to bury a phone line in
Heppner A representative from
PNB was on hand to discuss
problems the city and the phone
company have when cable is buried

in the city limits

gave its okay to the Heppner
Lions Club to paint the doors on the
city fire hall The Lions said they
would provide the manpower as a
community project if the city would
buy the paint

heard that Columbia Basin Elec
tric had agreed to donate a metal
shed and chain link fence for con
struction of a dog pound in Heppner,
and that Umatilla Ready Mix will
donate the cement for a foundation
The city discussed buillding the
pound on property near the city
sewer plant The pound would have
to have electricity for heat, but
construction would be completed by
city crews, thereby, with donated
materials, saving the cily consider
able money in construction. The city
has received numerous complaints
recently about loose dogs

heard a request from Lopez
Paving, asking to buy about 50,000
gallons of water per day from the
city starting in April Lopez wants to
tap into the city’'s mainline al Blake
intersection, and the waler
during construction of the Willow
Creek Road, of which it has the
contract The city will consider the
request
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