Around About
By Justine Weatherford

So, public schools here turned their pupils out for summer
vacations vesterday aftermoon. Most of the students and
teachers are probably delighted-but 1 will miss the
interesting programs provided by them during the year

Lausl week T spent three pleasant evenings at public
schools. On Tuesday, |1 enjoved the Junior High musical
production “Teen.”” On Thursday. | took in the good school
art ghow at the elementary’'s multipurpose room before |
cheered for the Spring Music Program at the junior high
gvmnasium. Friday, 1 traveled with my friend, Ida Farra,
over to Condon to attend commencement excercises for
fifteen new high school graduates

The art show displayed a great variety of work done by
pupils of Ron Forrar. One plague informed me that Kimberly
Hughes was recognized for outstanding art work. The
exhibits prepared by younger classes, such as the clay
animals and the models of covered wagons were very good

The musical “"Teen'" was the first production by a musical-
drama class taught by Kitty Coon. Each performer did well
and the six-person chorus gave great backing to the solo
numbers, The cooperation of several high school students
lent strength teo the performances of the eighth grade
voungsters who now become next year's s freshmin class
Danny Fortenberry, the drummer, and Leah Cooper, the
guitarist, sugmented Kitty's lead piano

On Thursday night, the fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade pupils of band teacher Jim Ackley and vocal teacher
Kitty Coon gave a dandy show. The three different band
groups that Ackley led showed progressing skills with their
instruments. He was especially proud to have eight eighth
graders performing as a clarinet ensemble

Teacher Coon led the Jumior High Choir as
several numbers, one of which featured a computer which
disintegrated. After their performance awarded firs!
and second vear choir pins to qualifving vocalists

On Sunday, I returned to Gilliam County to spend the day
at Arlington with many residents who attended church
decorated family graves and enjoyved a community
dinner together. Although there mus! have been about 120
persons dining in the basement of the Methodist Church, !
learned from friends here that there were nearly four times
thal many at the Pioneer Memaorial Picnic | also hear from
folks how much their visitors admired our adtyv's flag-lined
streets

Friends tell me that thev think the crowd seated for dinner
Sunday afternoon was probably the largest sit down dinner
group ever in this county. | recall the Centennial Picnic at
Cecil in 1976 which drew a multitude, but that was not a sit
down dinner

Monday evening | happened to turn on the TV news and
saw a segment! which was televised by Ray Summers at large
in Boardman. It showed Zearl Gillespie making sure that
each grave at the cemetery there had two or three flower
arrangements (mostly arrangements that Zear] has gollect
ed through the vears and carefullv reuses. ) 1 hope quite a
few others in this county also saw this coverage from
Boardman

Perhaps this is going to be the final week of the war over
the Falkland Islands. I certainly hope the fighting ends soon
I felt close to that war when 1 visited with Cathv Jensen and
her nephew Stephen Murphy and his wife last week Now as
vears pass along. unfortunately. many families in both
Argenting and England will have new war dead to remember
on Memorial Davs
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