Close to Home —
Mary Ann Ceru

Time was gelling short. Our spring vacation on lhe
paradise island of Maui was coming to an end much too
quickly.

But before our fantasy was to end, Larry and | promised
each other to experience the heart, the inner soul of Maui
This meant our going to Haleakala, the '*‘House of the Sun ™

To do this, we woke at four in the moming and began the
long dark drive across the island. It was a race agains! the
sun:

‘“‘Early one dayv, long before sunrise, Maui, the
mischievous demigod known throughout the Pacific Islands,
crep! to the summit of Haleakala, where he lay waiting for
the sun’s first spidery legs to appear_ As they came over the
edge of the crater's rim one by one, he lassoed each ray and
secured it to a wiliwili tree. The sun, now unable to move,
begged for its freedom. But Maui would not release the sun
until it had promised to slow its daily rush across the sky—so
that Maui's mother could finish her daily chores of drying
tapa cloth and preparing food while there was vet davlight
Maui left some of the ropes attached to the sun—to remind it
of its promise to travel more slowly across the heavens
Every evening, just before the sun sets, the ropes can still be
seen trailing off into the night sky as daylight fades ' (Old
Hawailan legend)

And here Larry and [ were [ollowing the same path as the
demigod in the legend, trying to catch the sun as his first
spidery legs appeared over the crater’'s edge!’

People of the island had told us that one was very lucky lo
catch a clear morning on top of the volcano to see and
experience the "“most sublime wvolcanic spectacle in the
world,” thev'd say

I guess we were lucky, for as our little gutless rented car
came screaming over the edge of the summit, the sun had
just peaked his head over the crater

We joined between 75 and 100 frozen figures wrapped in
sweaters and car blankets at the top of the dormant crater of
Haleakala. The sign said “'Do not run in this altitude™ so |
jogged—just to keep warm. What I didn't realize was that we
were all standing at 10.023 feet above sea level

Larry and I stood silently at the edge and gazed down into
its heart, feeling as if we had entered a different world—a
world in which the red moon-like landscape, rolling
downward and off into the distant fog-cloaked rim, seemed to
beckon hypnotically with its desolate beauty

We drove back down through the mountain’s protective
ring of mist, leaving the “House of the Sun'' in silence
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Food Festival set

The third anpual Wine and
Food Festival, sponsored by
the Umatilla Chapter of the
American Red Cross, will be
heldal the Pendleton  Armory
Saturdav. Apetl 17 from 4 Lo 9
pm o, stated bonews release
Admission is $1L.00 for adults
and $50 for children under
twelve: Seript will be sold for
the wine and food

Twenty boaths will feature o
variety of foods sueh as
quiche. sandwiches, tacos,
home minde breads, spaghett,
and many more items which
can be sumpled ol the armory

or taken home. Imported beer
will be added to the menu in
addition to the wine, coffes,
and  soft drinks  previously
sold.

Twao Pondlelon car robss, a
$26 beef certificate, and two
hams will be offered as door
prizes

Proceeds from this Festival
will be used by the Red Cross
1o sponsor local programs

This s un event  which
provides fun and entertain
ment for oll ages. Come and
bring your family and friends,
coneluded the release

Oregon Ag. Calendar

April 20« The Oregton Heef Councll meeting will be held at
the Imperial Hotel in Portland at 9:30 a.m

April 21 = A meeting of the Oregon Caneberry Commission
will be held at 8 pm al the North Willamette Experiment

Station in Aurora
April 2122

The Oregon Dairy Products Commission will

hold a meeting at the Oregon Dairy Center in Portland at 10
a.m
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