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Ag. land disappearing fast

Agricultural land in  the
United States has decreased
three million acres per vear
between 1967 and 1977 This
land was converted (o urban
built-up. rural transportation
and water Inconjunetion with
this conversion ! has been
estimaledd tha! Tor each acre
lost directly to'urban, built-up,
and transportation uses al
li‘il_‘" e more acre s I!“i'ﬂlﬂ'
w leap-frog development. In
during the same
periond, 27.000 acres per vear
of agricultural land were
converted 1o urban, built-up,

Oregnn

rurnl transportation and wa-
ter Total irvigated and nonir
rigated eropland m the U8 s
10 millore geres in 1977 down
almost six pereent from 1967
These alarming
wire reported by the National
Aermicultural Lands Study just

stahishies

completed

With potential cropland be
ing consumed. more and more
marginal land is bemg con
verted to eropland. Water and
wind erosion losses are heavi-
esl on these lands, Twenty-
five percent of all rill and
sheel erasion occurs on only 15
pereent of the cropped land
the marginally cropped lands
The other 75 pereent oceurs on
land suitable for farming

“With such huge acreages it
does not mean that our land
supply is endless, and if we
coptinue to treal il as if it
wirre
outer imit of our productive
capacity al such a rapid rate
that we will find it difficult, if

we will approach the

not impossithle, 1o lrn our
socicty around and begin 1o
treal our land with the care
and stewardship it must
have."
Simpson

as reported by Neil

execulive  vice

presudent, Natwonal Associa-
ton of Conservation Digtriet,

(NACD!, in his new book,
“Farmland or Wastelnnd ™

The soil erosion process is n
natural process. Manipulation

of the snil by humans for food
production has  accelerated
s process. Soil erosion is
necurring al such a rapid rate
now in the United States that
the soil loss cannot be nptural
Iv regenerated

Phase one of the 1877
National Resourve Inventor
ies INRI

national 1977

vsstimates show a
avernge  loss
from sheet and rvill erosion in
excess of four hilthon tons. If it
were all concenteated in oone
area, four billion tons of snil
loss would mean the removal
of all the topsnil (si1x inches)
from four million acres. With
that kind of loss each year, it
wodld take onlv 100 vears to
witsh away every single acre

Project looks at Management Practices

By GEORGE (), GEORGE

The purpose of the project
wis (o demonstrate, evaluale
and quantify the effectiveness
of Best Management Practi-
ces (filterstrips, grassed wa
terwavs or outlets. sediment
basins. stripcropping. stubble
mulching and terraces) adop-
ted in 1978 by Gilliam
Morrow. Sherman, Umatilla
and Wascn county Soil and
Water Conservation Iistiricls
(SWCD These demonstra
tions and evaluations
designed 1o reduce landowner
uncertamlies concerning ben
efils o be expected from Bes!
Management
(BMP's) installed on
Land 1o reduce soil erosion and

were

Practices
thewr

improve water quality Three
vears of ernsion and waler
quility demonstration and
evaluation measurements and
observations indicate that tes
racing had the most positive
effect on waler quality, while
drv residue In excess of 1 W4
pounds per acre after seeding

hat! the most effec! on the

inttiahon of erosion When
terriices and one other BMP
Wi presey 1 there was i

measurable reduction in the
annunt 0Nl ey (1} Wi
shovwed ug |s sethimont i
The race and I sedy et
in 1 L (ARRR L

( MMLESHON SY PSIs

Lasvel and graded lerrices

with pradients less than |
pereent will reduce sediment
volumes carried o streams
an ler empoundments

J T keep  Steedn flow

Tor all your

sedimen! eoncentralions low

where storage level

lerraces are used wil' require

tvpe

a pipe outlet o increase
volume of available stream
flow while removing sediment
from areas above the lerrace

3. AN sediment basing re
duce the heavier sill and sands
tha! enler sireams or ma ot
willer impoundments

4 Al econcervation Hillage
thit! has 1o0e pounds or more
drv residue on or m the top
inch ol the sml surface
reduces  erosion and  the
amount of avinlable sechment
for water pollution

v Nol enough information
could be ablained on  sirip
crapping o provide adequate
miormation o determine if
reduced erosion will pecur by
breaking up rill patterns and
this would reduce sediment
amounts o the waler  The

first vear's data indicales o

wonild

6. Al Best Managemen!
Practices evoluated will re
duece 1ol yvelumes of runoft
ant sedimen! delivered 1o

g ment

tinly  griavled terrnces
 LLANL] ferrace will il el
wilirer Bisin wilh ol
"1 |
i it el e
Teey whm | 1L )
“re i Iream ar pond
Betler eviluplion meth
hould 'Il"-"l"l'”'" T
P —
L 1 Larm or wihlershed
ountary sa BMP plannimg
recommendations can by
mare eflechively  provided 1
tandiwinaer
W Addditionnl planmng  and

INSURANCE
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mstallation assistance to aid
landowners in the apprasal
and  evaluatin  of  various
cultural. tllage and manage
men! practices when used in a
conservilion svsiem will ae
celerale implementation  of
EMP '« and resource manage
men! svsiems

. Carrving oul  special
evitluation and demonstration
projects in areas where the
Best Management Practices
are nd being estabhished or
are bemg established  very
slowly will make landowners
more aware of the value of

BMPs

i their farming areas
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2 Dés
2 Graders

2 D8s with Ripper

Shop: 676-5083
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of cropland in the 1S

At the same time @s
population is Increasing. de
mand for food is also increas
Ing in our own country as well
as overseas. Uniled States
farmers send 80 percenl of
each acre of production over:
seas. It has been estimated o
keep up with food demand a
11 percent inerease in pro
duction per vear will be
needed. To keep up with the
demand for food, researchers
have identified four new
technologies. that if develop
ed. would go a long way

toward answering the in-

creased demand for  food
They are: better photosynthe
tic efficiency, development of
nitrogen [iXing grains, new
biaregulators and twinmng in
beof cattle

Conservation of  eropland
tukes n moral commitment
The person who assumes the
privileges of ownership also
undertakes the responsibility
for stewardship. Fallure 1o
earry oul thal stewnrdship is
nol only o personal fallure, but
also a public one that threat
ens the wellbeing of current
and future citizens

CUSTOM MADE

CHAPS

Veterinarian Supplies
Tack and Saddle Repair

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

(drainoge our speciality)

FREE ESTIMATES &

ROCKING

RECOMMENDATIONS
2-621 carryall (scraper)

5 Dump Trucks
966 Front End Looder

call

Office:

676-5079
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