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(Editor's note: Descendants of Morrow County pioneers
the Brosnan. Currin and Nelson families - are sponsors of the

annual Pioneer Picnic, held this year on Sunday. May 24. at

'the Morrow County Fairgrounds in Heppner. Following is a

history of the families of those early Morrow County

emigrants.)

By JISTINF. W F.ATIIKRFOKD

Jeremiah Brosnan was born in County Cork, Ireland, and

arrived in Morrow County after a journey around the horn in

the 1870's. He soon met Mary Gafney to whom he was

married in 1881. She had come to this country with her

cousin, Micheal Kenny, and was a sister to Kate Johnson, the

wife of Felix.
, Jeremiah and Mary had three children, Kate (who married

Hugh Currin), John (whose widow Zetta Hager Brosnan is

the family matriarch) and Mary (who married Sam Nelson).

Mary Brosnan Nelson's son. Jim Nelson, and his wife

Marie have one son, Paul, who lives with his wife and two

daughters near Pilot Rock. Jim has two sisters. Esther ot

Everett. Wash, and Marge of Tracy. Calif.

John Brosnan and Zetta were the parents of three. Jerry.
Joe and Margaret. Jerry and his wife Marian Good Brosnan

have four children. John. Eddie. Joann and Dan. The parents

and Eddie and his wife and their four boys and one girl live on

the Brosnan Ranch on Little Butter Creek at Lena.

Joann and her family, two sons and a daughter live in

Portland: John and his family of three girls and one boy live

at Hubbard, and Dan and his family of one son and one

daughter live in Ontario.
Zetta s son. Joe. and her daughter. Margaret, live in

Arkansas. Joe has three children. Gerard. Joe and Kathleen.

Gerard has three children and Joe has four.

Katie Brosnan Currin and Hugh had four sons. Hughie.

George. Ralph and Bob. Hughie has a daughter. Mary Lou;
Bob has two daughters. Ann Marie and Celia. and a son.

John, who is the father of a girl and two boys.

George and Helen Knotts Currin have two sons. Ron and

Tom. Ron has four sons and one daughter. Judge Ralph
Currin will be master of ceremonies for the 1981 Memorial

Day Pioneer Picnic.
Marian Brosnan and Helen Currin. both

have done most of the planning for this year's reunion at

the Fairground's Pavilion Building. They invite folks to come
a little before noon to enjoy visiting. Their committee is

arranging for meat, rolls, potatoes, coffee and punch. Those
who come are asked to please bring along pot luck salads
and-o- r desserts. Registration is at 11 :30 and dinner at 1 p.m.
with programs to follow.
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Kleven menilers of the

Eight and Fort v t'mnlilla
Salon, a fun branch of the

American Legion, met for a

politick dinner at the home of

Rita Hedman on Fridav night
Mav K The Heppner members
tilong with guests from Pen-

dleton ni'd Athena heard
Arlene Downi.ig from Leban-

on. Oregon, the Oregon Depar-
tment Chapetiu tell of the

organisation's major charilv.

Cystic Fibrosis research,
which all Oregon Salons

support bv their contributions
of time and money

A new member of the order.
Martha King. Heppner. was

initialed in an impresseive
candlelight ceremony conduc-

ted by Rita Hedman. La Petit

Chnpenu. and her other
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Parents Much Currin and Katie RroMtan Currin with

Hughie and Georce. their older sons who live on the Currin
Ranch on Little Butter Creek

Ut:trr otTVI ANtHNO

m Joly ITYI'F OF Wtn
TS. Vni

m w4 July I

"80,000.00."
m t J..l i

"70t(XX).00Huruta

Intrrmt Ilranng Warranta
Short Tortn Nowrv?"e MRiglRtw

lothrl
TOTAL INDEHT:iNESS Hta:HtiV.70 .(XX). (XIR0,(XX).(XI

rumm kkqoihinu a I'HOPERTY TAX TO ME I.FVIFI)

(i'lienil FUND

AI4.' cvl ( lltt I

U . l All )( JVASt l A.I

7.0-10.1-

11.074.12

ih,ihi.:.'w

k'! H. ,t
.

! All ttO--

ll.JOO.(X)

3, '.KM .l
20,! C . 'XI

i:i4M .no

7,4'I7.00
7i:i.-ir- i

h , i sf ir.

k. iKn.-ir-

(;.hih.(ki
ll.Hu7.(K)

4'XI.00
i!, i ir.txi
H,7!iO. (XI

t .

io,:i.r. no

l!,Ui7.oo
i l , t :.v f k)

Total PrtmISrvicMlliKluoVall Payroll Coau

Total Material and Srvu--

Total Capital Outlay
Total All Othar Eipmdilum ami huinmrnla
Total Etpanditurra and hViiuirvmrnt
Total hVaourrvw Excrpt lroirtvTaxx
Proporty Taxoa Racivt
Property Taxl Rquird U Balanrr
EatimaUrd Prtprty Taxra Not to b rWiaivrd

Total Property Tax ly
Irvy Within Tax Baa

One- Var Sparial lriro Oulail T ax llaxa

Srnal and Continuum Lrvm lOprratinti'
Serial Lrvira iCapilalt'onatructionl
Lvy For Paymonl ol Bonded Debt

w
'V litid.J ril eri". t.;)M',l liilMi('i ('.ill. FIND

"."IV -

A,.,.A,.A

.4.247.0y

O.'XiO.'JO
9.217.00
4,217.0(1
O.lXXi.OU

fa 1 i Ar -

1(1, oil

i:i,:ho.iki
4.,:nio.(xi

"fi. 220. 1x1

700. IK)

!lJ!)'IO.(X)

1N, ft Alt

4,o:ir..(X)

10,'XXt.lX)
I4,'):i!).t.i
4,0:10. X)

10,000. 1X1

, ' X K (Kl

,'XXI ' X)

) ,'yxi.iyi

Total Prreonal Serviwa tncludet all Payroll Coatai

Total Material and Servicea

Total Capital Outlay
Total All Other Expenditure and Keuulrementa
Total Expenditure and Krqilirenwnta
Total Reaourreii Except lroperty Taxex

Property Taxen Receivelt

Properly Taxet Required u bnmnc

fktimaKd Property Taxex Not tu he Receded

Total Property Tax Levy

Levy Within Tax Baxe

One Year Special Leviea Ouuute Tax Boe
Serial and Continuing Leviex it Valuta'
Senal Levie (Capital t'onmruction'
Lv' For Payment of Bonded Ileht

Births

!,ii;io.(x)U, (XX). 'XI

FUNDS NOT REQUIRING A PROPERTY UX TO Bl UVItU
Ser 1 n 1 Levy ,

J

iail KIND

Ralph (left) and Bob Currin. third and fourth sons of Hugh

and Katie Currin Judge Ralph will be the master of

ceremonies at this vear's Pioneer Picnic
Jerry (left) and Joe Brosnan and their cousin. Hughie

Currin. on "Peanuts" in front of the Birch Creek home where

Helen Knotts (Mrs. George Currin) was born.
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Julie Christina IVntkin A

girl. Julie Christina, was born
to Mr and Mrs Gerald

Watkins. Heppner. on Mav 4

She weighed n lbs 12 07.

Grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs Calvin Sherman. Hep-

pner and Mr and Mrs Archie
Watkins. Heppner. Great

grandparents are Mr and
Mrs V C Haskell. Hermis-Ion- .

and F.sier Kirk. Hermis-ton- .

Viola Hemmenway. Pilot

Rock and Relha Watkins.
Glide. Ore

Julie joins a brother. Jef-fer-

2. at home

( arissa Marie Weber - A

girl. Carissa Marie, was born
to Mr. and Mrs. Donald

Douglas Weber. Hcrmiston.
on May 4. She weighed 6 lbs.

8' . oi.
Grandparents are Cathy

Hansen. Heppner and Elmer
Hansen. Pilot Rock. Great

grandparents are Lulu Row-

an. Heppner. Roscoe and
Anna Hunter. Ienroe. Ida .

Eva Daniels. Juliette. Ida.
Carissa joins a brother

Marty. 2R mos. at home.

Zeta Hager Brosnan

long time Morrow native
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Zetta Hager was born in Heppner in 1888. just three years
after the birth of Morrow County. Her mother told her that
she was the first child baptized in St. Patrick's Church then

up on the south hill where the Legion Hall is now.

Zetta s parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Hager (he was from
Missouri and she. Belle Wilkins, was from Vermont) gave
their daughters interesting names Zetta and Zilpha.

One of Zetta 's early memories is of a train-tri- p to Vermont
where she celebrated her 6th birthday. Zetta went through
grade school in Heppner, went to convent high school in

Walla Walla, graduating in 1906, and going on at Washington
State College at Pullman the next year. She worked at
several places in Heppner-a- t Jim Hart's Confectionary Store
and at the post office while W.W. Smead was postmaster.
After she left Pullman, she worked as a telephone operator in

Weiser, Idaho, for a while.
In 1908 she and JohrfBi uenan were married in St. ftttdLfa

Church and went to live on the Brosnan Ranch at Lena where
Zetta still lives today. The Brosnans lived rather near the
Franklin family who kept a stage station where passengers
stayed overnight and horses were exchanged for a fresh
team. The hill east of Lena is named after that family.

For a time, Zetta kept the Lena Post Office on her front

porch. The first store at Lena was north of where the Eddie

Brosnans live now. Around 1910, a later store was built north
of there where the Ebb and Allen Hughes' barn stands now. It
had the post office with the store downstairs and a hall

upstairs that was used for dances and community
gatherings. Some of the lumber from this store was used to

build a shed now standing on the Merlin Hughes' place.
Zetta recalls that young people liked to come to Heppner

and join the town youths dancing in the hall above where
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men charged
in road sign
vandalism

Two area men were charged
with Criminal Mischief in the
F irst Degree after alledgedly
vandalizing road signs in the

Franklin Hill area about April
12. reports the Morrow County
District Attorney's Office in

Heppner.
Charged were: Brian Kerr.

19. of Pendleton and Ron

Schwarz. also 19. of Heppner.
Both cases have been pre-

sented and set for trial. Kerr
will appear on June 4 and

Schwarz. June 15. said Ann

Spicer. District Attorney.

Young mother Zetta Brosnan with sons. .Jerry and Joe, and

daughter. Margaret, who is held by WWI Army nurse Lulu

Johnson who helped Zetta at the John Brosnan's old home on

Butter Creek

Murray's Drug Store is now. The ranch folks rode their
horses to town. The young men usually took up a collection to

pay the piano player who was often V'i Hart.
Zetta's husband. John, died in IttO'i. She lives alone in a

cozy trailer up creek from her son. Jerry, and
daughter-in-law- , Marian, who operate the family ranch
help from their son. Eddie, his wife. Lorraine, and their five

splendid fifth generation Brosnans. Zetta has done acres of
fancy work, making afghans as gifts for most family
members and her many friends
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