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Brosnans Currins and Nelsons—
part of County’s early days

(Fditor's note: Descendants of Morrow County pioneers
the Brosnan, Currin and Nelson families - are sponsors of the
annual Pioneer Pienic. held this vear on Sunday. May 24, al
the Morrow County Fairgrounds in Heppner. Following is o
history of the families of those early Morrow County
emigrants

By JUSTINE WEATHERFORD

Jeremiah Brosnan was born in County Cork, Ireland, and
arrived in Morrow County after a journey around the horn in
the 1870's. He soon me! Mary Gafney to whom he was
married in 1881 She had come to this country with her
cousin, Micheal Kenny, and was a sister to Kate Johnson, the
wife of Felix

Jeremiah and Mary had three children, Kate (who married
Hugh Currin), John (whose widow Zetta Hager Brosnan is
the family matriarch) and Mary (who married Sam Nelson)

Mary Brosnan Nelson's son. Jim Nelson, and his wife
Marie have one son, Paul, who lives with his wife and two
daughters near Pilot Rock, Jim has two sisters, Esther ol
Everett. Wash. and Marge of Tracy. Calif

John Brosnan and Zetta were the parents of three, Jerry
Joe and Margaret Jerry and his wife Marian Good Brosnan
have four children John. Eddie. Joann and Dan. The parents
and Eddie and his wife and their four boys and one girl live on
the Brosnan Ranch on Little Butter Creek at Lena

Joann and her family. two sons and & daughter live in
Portland: John and his family of three girls and one boy live
al Huhbard. and Dan and his family of one son and one
daughter live in Ontario

Zetta's son. Joe, and her daughter. Margarel. live in
Arkansas Joe has three children. Gerard. Joe and Kathleen
Gerard has three children and Joe has four
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Katie Brosnan Currin and Hugh had four sons. Hughie ”I ;‘ + e e 3 : viglod

yame and C«earge . Ievir oleer sons awho Dve on i

George. Ralph and Bob. Hughie has a daughter. Mary Lou R R I, =N 4 = '
tanch on Little Bulter Credh

Bob has two daughters, Ann Marie and Celia. and a son
John. who is the father of a girl and two bovs

George and Helen Knotts Currin have two sons, Ron and
Tom Ron has four sons and one daughter Judge Ralph
Currin will be master of ceremonies for the 1981 Memorial
Dav Pwoneer Picnic

Marian Brosnan and Helen Currin., both ex-schooteach
ers, have done most of the planning for this year's reunion at
the Fairground's Pavilion Building. They invite folks to come
a little before noon to enjov visiting. Their committee is
arrangmg for meat. rolls. potatoes, coffee and punch. Those
who come are asked to please bring along potluck salads
and-or desserts Registration is at 11:30 and dinner at | p.m
with programs to follow

Halph !lett

Jerrv (lefty and Joe Brosnan and their cousin, Hughie
and Katie Currn Tudge Halpt

Currin. on “Peanuts " in front of the Birch Creek home where
Knotls (Mrs, George Currin) was born

Helen

Zeta Hager Brosnan—

long time Morrow native

Zetla Hager was born in Heppner in 1888, just three years
after the birth of Morrow County Her mother told her that
ghe was the first child baptized in St. Patrick's Church then
up on the south hill where the Legion Hall is now

Zetta's parents, Mr and Mrs. John Hager (he was from
Missouri and she, Belle Wilkins, was from Vermont) gave
their daughters interesting names - Zetta and Zilpha

One of Zetta's early memories is of a train-trip to Vermont
where she celebrated her 6th birthday Zetta went through
grade school in Heppner, went to convent high school in
Walla Walla, graduating in 1906, and going on at Washington
State College at Pullman the next year. She worked at
several places in Heppner-at Jim Hart's Confectionary Store
and at the post office while W W. Smead was postmaster
After she jeft Pullman, she worked as a lelephone operator in
Weiser, Idaho, for a while —

In 1908 she and Joht B: venan were married in 5t Putridire
Chureh and went to live on the Brosnan Ranch at Lena where

o with
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Zetta still lives today The Brosnans lived rather near the Young mother:dctia Hiroanan with sons. o "

Franklin family who kept a stage station where passengers daughter. Margare 1 neld b w nurse Ll

stayed overnight and horses were exchanged for a fresh Johnson who helped Zetla at the John Brosnar th hume o

team. The hill east of Lena is named after that family Butter Creet

For a time, Zella kept the Lena Post Office on her front - .

porch. The first store at Lena was north of where the Eddie el e ow’ v The ranch fol fee their

Brosnans live now. Around 1910, a later store was built north e e ' I A1) ok ug

of there where the Ebb and Allen Hughes' barn stands now It e L UL byl ' Hart

had the post office with the store downstairs and a hall G 'I nushand. .John, died in 1852 She bives alons
COzy il uj erenk From biger o Eieie e

upstairs that was used for dances and community
gatherings Some of the lumber from this store was used to

nelp Immm therr son, F«ddie, h wilte, Lorrane. and

build & shed now standing on the Merlin Hughes™ place |
splendid fifth peneralio drosnEn etla has done
Zetla recalls that young people liked to come to Heppner .“ P 'I_ o B Brosn; o bt g
and join the town youths dancing in the hall above where o work: KNG ' SyEhat RITLE Jor: most
meniner ang her many friend

daughter-in-law, Marian, who operate the family raneh
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A new member of the order
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Two area
men charged
in road sign
vandalism
Pwo ares menwere charged
First Degree after allodgedi

vandalizing road signs in the

Franklin Hill area aboul April

reports the Morrow Counts
[hsiriel Attorney CMfiee 1
Heppner

Charged were. Brian Kers
1w of Pendleton and  Hop
Schwarz. also 19, of Heppner

Both cases have been pre
sonted and set for trial Kerr
will appear on June 4 and
whwares  June aid Ann

Spicer. District Allorney
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