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Life in Turkey
(Editor's note: Former lone resident Terrie (O'Connor)

Higel reoenlly returned to the United States after living for
two yearn In Turkey. Following are her observations about
living there and the differences she notes between the U.S.
and Turkey,)

"Probably the biggest difference is conveniences," says
Terrie, who, with her husband, Duane, and their 1 old

son, Matthew, lived in a it apartment complex in

Eskisehir, a small town In the central part of Turkey.
Terrie says Americans don't realize how well off they are

not until they must go without electricity from 8 a.m. to 1

p.m. every day, "It was conservation. There just wasn't
enough electricity," she says. The hot water was healed with
gas and. at one point, she says her family went without gas
and hoi water for two weeks because the gas just wasn't
available.

Terrie says that although Americans rarely have to face
shortages of light bulbs, tea of coffee, Turks accept the fact of
shortages. "It's part of their life," she says.

If you want to buy an appliance, you just walk to the store
and plunk down your money, right? Not in Turkey. "You sign
up and wait for one," says Terrie. And when it does come, it's
expensive. "A small stove tan cost you from $400 to $500.

Another difference Terrie noted is the amount of time
Turks spend watchinR television. They don't spend a lot of
time watching, In fuel, back in the states, her son, Matthew,
was unfamiliar with the tube.

"They show old movies," she says with a laugh, recalling a
John Wayne movie in which Wayne spoke in a

voice. "It's really funny watching the
Muppets speaking Turkish." Other shows she saw were
Dallas, "It must be played everywhere," and Woody
Woodpecker.
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Terrie, Matthew and Turkish mementos

What did she and her family do if they couldn't gather
nrotind the TV at night? "We read a lot. played Scrabble and
rYgarnmon," she says.

btie and Duane also had Turkish friends they visited. One
such visit also taught Terrie the attitude men have toward
women in Turkey.

"We were all standing around talking after dinner one
time," she recalls. "The men all gather in one group and the
women in another. I began to discuss politics with a Turkish
woman and the men stopped their conversation and stared
right at me. Women don't discuss politics in Turkey they
just talk about home and the children."

Neither are women allowed to buy just anything they want
at the store. "The large purchases are always made by
men," says Terrie.

And even though she says the climate in central Turkey is
similar to that in this area, women do not wear cool clothing
outside. Shorts? "Never," she says. "And I always made
sure my shoulders were covered when I went outside."

Terrie says much of her shopping was done in open air
bazaars, and that "everything" is bargained for. The rule of
thumb is "go under 25 percent of what was asked."

"There were lots of ft fruits und vegetables," she says,
and although she and her husband had privileges at a nearby
military exchange (he worked with the Turkish Air Force as
a field service engineer for McDonald Air Craft) she usually
bought her food, especially meat, at the bazaar. Meat was

only "about $2 a pound for steaks you could cut with your
fork,"

The medical care in Eskisehir was very good, says Terrie.
Matthew was born in a military hospital, and the birth was
without drugs or preparation. "Totally natural," she says.
"Hut you have to take all your supplies, like gowns."

Although there were political changes in the country while
she was there, (the military took over and the country was
without a president for six months), she said she never
experienced any n sentiment.

"They (the Turks) asked a lot of questions about the United
States. They were very interested in our country," she says.
She was asked questions like: "Do boys and girls take
chaperones along on dates?" They do in Turkey. "How can
poor people own TVs?" "That was hard to explain because
poor has a different meaning there than over here," she says.

But Terrie says the Turkish people are very patriotic about
their country. "They believe they have the best."

She says with the political instability in the country, with
the leftists and rightists fighting, the army finally took
control. "The army patrolled the streets constantly. When I

got off the plane there were soldiers pointing machine guns at

everyone, but we got used to that after awhile."
She says curfews were imposed from 12 a.m. to 5 a.m.

everyday and no one could go out. She said one day a curfew
was imposed from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. to take the national
census. "Children weren't even allowed outside to play. I can

just imagine Americans being told to stay home," she says
with a smile.

"people here don't know how good they have it," Terrie
reflects. "I didn't know what a great place this was until I left

it",.

LEGAL NOVEMBER 1

ICE GRIP STUDS
Add traction on icy road.

CARS & PICKUPS 7.95
Now tiro already plaaad for atado.

FOR THOSE COLD MORNING STARTS

Les Schwab Batteries

82Popular Group 24
4 Year Warranty 42 WITH

EXCHANGE

I SMALL CAR I
I RADIAL WINTER TIRES j

wG Medora radial doalaa for aaaalaiaai
X

I Lrv tractloa. Caa bo otaddod. i

,"R" Villi
j if I 165R13 43.17 I

j I 175R14 48.01 j
j I 165R15 48.25 I
I Vmi AMtl.MUMta4. I
I FI.T.I.4IMI.M. I

COMPLETE SELECTION

TIRE CHAINS
Wc have your !! Car-Picku- p or Truck.
Regular or radial. Ak about your size and
price.

iSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSfeO

LObeftnOjrfarfalii


