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By an overwhelming ma-
jority, Americans feel that
the future benefits to soci-
ety from technological ad-
vances outweigh the risks,
and that the development of
advanced technology oughtto continue in as unin-
hibited a regulatory environ-
ment as reasonably possible.

These surprising conclu-
sions come out of a land-
mark atudy of attitudes,
"Risk in a Complex Soc-
iety," conducted by Louis

Em Bur ELEdss
Harris Associates for Marah
A McLennan, Incorporated,
the world's largest insurance
broker.

The survey, based on
more than two thousand
interviews with the public,
business executives and
federal officials, also shows
that a plurality of the public
feel people should be al-

lowed to decide for them-
selves whether or not to use
food products linked to can-
cer such as nitrites and
saccharin.
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beginning students--an- d help
get them super-Intereste- d In

the topic.

"Studying fossils gives stu-

dents a chronological per-

spective about what kind of

animals lived In the past, that

they Just can't get by looking

only at living things."
Ruben began assembling

the vertebrate fossil collec-

tion, which now includes a
major display In the main
foyer of the university's Cord-le- y

Hall, after receiving a
Local Course Improvement
Grant from the National
Science Foundation.

He used funds from that

grant, not only to collect
fossils-o- n a permanent loan

basis from the Park Service-f- or

use In his undergraduate

ago to 2ft million years--- ! hat is

continuous. That's important.
It makes il very asy to study
unbroken evolutionary linea-

ges, to follow the evolution of

one line of animal," he

explains.
"In order to collect fossils

from the monument, estab-

lished by Congress in 1975.

Ruben reached an agreement
with the Park Service that

pays dividends to both the

university and the govern-
ment agency. Ruben and his
students are allowed to collect
specimens and. In return, the
national monument receives
fossils that have been prepar-
ed by OSU's zoology depart-
ment.

"The reason the monument
was established in 1975 was for

the protection and scientific

interpretation of the fossil

resource in the upper John
Day Valley, and random
collecting, of course, is il-

legal." says Benjamin Ladd.
the national monument's su-

perintendent.

"But we're a small monu-

ment with a small staff and we
don't have the curatorial
capabilities that larger insti-

tutions have. It's not our intent
to maintain a large fossil

collection, we Just don't have
the facilities so we utilize the
fossil resource by cooperating
with institutions like Oregon
State." says Ladd.

The zoology department has

already presented the Park
Service with three "very
good" specimens--a rare fos-

silized turtle and two fossil

oreodonts (an extinct animal

classes and for the display,
but also to establish a prepar-
ation laboratory in the zoology

department. Eventually, the

professor wants to expand the

program to give students the

opportunity to do actual field
studies at the Fossil Beds.

"If you take the age of
mammals-th- e last 60 million
years- -I don't think you'll find

any specimens from any-

where that are better preserv-
ed than fossils from John

Day." says Ruben. "And it's
not only the quality of preser-
vation you find there, but also
the unbroken sequence of

preservation.
"Other places have fossils,

but they're bits and pieces of

time. At John Day, on the
other hand, we have one

period--fro- 32 million years
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related to the pig) that are on

display at the Fossil Bed's

visitors' center at Cant Ranch
near Dayville.

"We also have plans to take
plastic casts of fossils, which
to the untrained observer are
virtually Identical to the real
thing, and put them back
where the original specimens
were collected at the Fossil
Beds and make in place ex-

hibits." says Ruben.
"We want students and

visitors to see what fossils look
like when they're still in the
ground. We also want to set
up. in about one year's time, a
program supported in part by
OSlt and the Park Service
where graduate students can
conduct actual research at the
Fossil Beds and publish their
results." he adds.

NOTICE

An Or'on Stute University
profraxor Ih lining a 14.000-acr- e

nutionul monument as a
tenchinK tool.

The profesHor )s John Ruben
of the university's zoology
depnrtment; the national
monument Is the John Day
Fossil Beds, one of the world's
premier paleontology pre-
serves.

Through a cooperative
agreement with the National
Park Service, which adminis-
ters the eastern Oregon nat-

ional monument, Ruben is

employlriR finds from the
Fossil Beds for his classes in
bt'Rinninn biology, general
zoology, comparative anat-

omy and physiology,
"Fossils are great teaching

aids," says Ruben. "They
fascinate students-especial- ly
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IF YOU EXPECT FROM
YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS:

Is Experience
2. Efficiency
3. Economy

'VOTE VAfJCE -
I PAIO FOR BY THE COMMITTEE

MORROW CO. TREASURER,
TO ELECT AIK3 VANCE,

HEPPNER,OR.
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Umatilla Electric Cooperative Association (Ives notice that

paBants are now and have been available at tht main office of

Umatilla Electric Aatociation at Hamilton, Orsgon to the

persons' naaat hereunder of asabsrshlp and payment a which have

bean authorized for sore than five and one-ha- lf years. Unless

aald parsons or helri clala said memberthip and payment! not

later than December 31, 1980, they will be forfeited to tha

cooperative.

NOTICE
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kuall N. Dorran, Manager
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