Sifting through th

Fifty Years Ago

University of Oregon Pres
ident Dr. Arnold Bennett Hall
addressed a group of forty
parents al the Episcopal
parish house Mondav evening
Dr. Hall headed a group of six
who visited Heppner on a tour
ta promote mothers and dads
associations. The meeling was
arranged by Mrs. W P
Mahonev, representing par-
ents, and W R Poulson
representing alumni

“Heppner's winter egg sup-
ply went up in smoke. " Thus
announced  Arnold  Pieper.
who farms in Pieper Canvon
northeast of the citv, in telling
of the fire which consumed a
new chicken house and 160
pullets on his place about 10
o'elock Sundav morning,. nel
timg him a loss of §1,000

W. Claude Cox. manager of
the Morrow County Creamery
and Clair Leannah Cox. his
wife. have awarded the con-
tract for counstruction of a
modern reinforced concrete
building to house the cream-
ery on the lot recenlly
purchased from the city of
Heppner on the corner of
Center and Chase streets, to
Harrv Johnson and Henry
Crump. local contractors
Work will start immediately
on the building. 40 x &0 feet
with a boiler room , 20 x 24 fee!
a total of 2400 square fee! of
floor space

The Pomona
Saturdav with Rhea Creek
grange as host. Dinner was
served to 200, Disappointment
because of the

Grange mel

was [ell
mabilitv of Julius 1. Meter to
e present

Tweniv-five Years Ago

Rids for the construction of

v new footbridites  across

Willow
by the citv eouncil which plans

Creek were receiyvied
tn replace the old wooden
bridees  The
bridge was condemned an

lover’s  kang

closed to all traffie early last

sUmmen
Apparent  low  hidder i5

Genrge E. Beard

who bid 89287 [or the two new

Beaverion

concrele and steel bridges
Residents and eitv officials
of Tone watched with pleasur
last Thursday and Friday as
water pnur'm'. Irom o newh
dritled city
down Main siree! i 0 Bene

well and flowed

ois shream
The new
G.M

onlv about 10 fe! Trom Vi

well, drilled

Jannser lons irilles

old citv well. completed
M-hour test Friday morning
checking oul at  ov UM
gallons per mimite To miake

things even nmeer, the 7
gallons were the maximun
capacity ol the test pump. The
well appeared to have an ever
grealer capacity

The Chamber of Commeree
Meld hghting fund was riche

by mare than £50 as a result

of the special nonconferenc
game hetween Heppne
BRurns  last  Fridas which

Burns won 27 to 13 Over 7w
witnessed the first game held

inder the new lights  and

heard RG ““Nig" BRorleosks
former Whitman Cinlls
enach. praise the chambey

and the people of Heppner

gething the lights install

Five Years Ao

Raoh Fwell Tri-CUoun
Health Service officer
ounces thal a survs !
three eounties CGilliam. Moo
row and Wheeler s planned

‘Leisure-Time Footwear

NOW IN STOCK
Men’s & _Women’s

drioams
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\nne Doherty . dovee Grasses

Dan Cole and Cathy Peck
Hia Whitakey
spimsible for

whin  was
bullding the
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Seventyfive peaple attend

PR st annmual meeting ol

the Morveow County Historical
v i the
Fesameton Girange Hall Guest

sotelv . Sundoay . Ol

LI Larry Smitton

Peniliotan hstarian
' Riverside Pirates eon
Livued thedr unbeaten fonthall

ing steeak as they defeal
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Musis
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Fducation, Oregon Institute ol
Pechnology, Oregon State Un
Portland State Uni
viersit Sonthern Oregon
siate Callege and the Univer
ity of Oregon
The Oregon State Svstem of
Higher Education college con
ference program extends in
public and
privale high schools in Ore

vilations to  all

Time to plan
for Artifactory

Ite fime o begin thinking
L Artifactory™ @

s vear's ninth anntil
art=and crafts fair. sponsared

the Heppner-Tone branch of
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We, at PGE, would

like to thank all of our new neigl
bors in Eastern Oregon for you

friendly cooperation and hospi

| tality during thie building of the

| Boardman Power Project. More
than 1,000 of you attended ou

Open House. Thanks for con
If you missed the Open House
you are cordially invited ta visit

Native son

BY Justine Weatherford

The history of Emile Groshens' family. which involves
several other Morrow families. beging in Alsace-Lorraine,
that region along the French-German border which has been
aprize in several wars betwen those two cotntries. From the
7005 until the 1300°s it was under German rule, then France
gained control by slow stages. The people fought all efforts to
ey them into Frenchmen but the French Revolution of 1780
hrought @ change of heart The inhabitants became so
French in spiril that more than 50,000 moved (o France when
Germany took over their territory in 1871

The Germans resented the loss of the prosperous area
after World War I but regained control of the area in World
War 11 The Allies drove the Germans oul in 194445 and
Franee again took eontrol of the entire region.!

The Groshens and Hisler families were living in
Alsace-Lorraine when France lost the territory in 1871 They
had been born Frenchmen. but were now ruled by Germany
and the men were subject to conseription in the German
A\rmy . Emile’s father, Louis, had to serve in the German
forces for three vears | however, his brothers and many other
voung folks eagerly migrated to America to avold German
conscription. An older Groshens son, Charles, came first to
Portland, Oregon. where he found emplovment driving a
horse-drawn streetear. Next Louis came, and soon Helene
Hisler. then 16, and her brother, 17-vear old Paul Hisler
came from the same area to Porlland. They came because
their aunt was married to Charles Groshens

Louis Groshens decided to move to Eastern Oregon. He
came to Morrow County to do ranch work for Jim Hager on
Willow Creek. Paul Hisler, the first of three Paul Hislers
here, also came to Morrow County where he found ranch
work on Little Butter Creek with rancher Ed Day. His son
Paul, grandson Paul and great-grandehildren still live near
the ranch where he was first emploved and later owned The
Hislers have added to the original Dav Roanch. Marguerite
Chapin. Heppner. is a daughter of the first Paul. sister to the
second Paul, and one of Emile's cousins

Young Helene Hisler found work in Portland as a maid in
the home of the French Consul Henri Labbe Louis Groshens
worked on the Hager place for three years when he took out
homestead claim on Mallory Creek in the Blue Mountains He
went to Portland and married Helene and brought her out to
the Mallory Creek homestead This was surely quite a
change from the lovely Portland Labbe home to the mountain
homestead where her husband raised horses

Hefore too long the couple traded their homestead for 240
acres on Rhea Creek where they established the home where
thewr five ehildren were born—Clatre, Emile, Lorrane. Odile
and Mae Gilliam
Heppner's Don and Condon’s Louls Gilliam are their sons

(Clatre in time married  Leonard
Emile’s nephews

Emile Lows Groshens was born m 1888 and lived on the
Rhea  Creek until 1936 His
accumulated more land and ran sheep and cattle. About 15

venrs ago Emile sold the place to the Reed family who stil)

ranch fumily  gradually

have cattle there
Emile’s schooling began at District School No. 3 on Rhea
{"rork

bewan spending their winters in Heppner and their children

After o few vears. as their family grew. the Groshens
attended the old town school which stood where the hospital
is now . They wen! through the grades on the building's first
Hoor and moved upstairs to attend high school classes. While
Emile was in high school . the new high school was bullt 1t is
now called the juntor high  He attended the new school until
he left in 1917 o work on the family ranch

Sheep, wool catlle and horses sold well during World War |
vears. bul after the war farming was sort of up and down
Emile explans that all shipping from Grant County came

through Heppner because the railroad ended here. The town

wis gquite busy with sheep, wool and cattle trading and
buving of family supplies. Many wool buvers came here from
Hoston. Mast of the sheep were shipped east. but most of the
cattle wen! to Portland Woeol was baled and sold at auction
Emile was only five vearsold at the ime of the tremendous
19t vl The mother and children out on Rhea Creek

weren U really very involved. but the father brought a team
mbntown and staved for ten days o help clean up the mess
Emile’s the family. like most other

Lhuring VOUng vears

famihes hiving on ranches. only came 1o town a couple of
er after their children were all school
Emile reculls
When the

voungsters reached high school many of them went

Limes each vear, Howes
afte the Groshens kep! a winter home hers
that there was 4 Catholie grade school here then
atholie
to the aeademy in Pendietonn. During the winlers the
Groshens family went to Sunday school and church at the
Christian Chureh
I 1915 Emile s dad bought a car, a Sludebaker. There were

not many ather automaobiles i the county then. The roads

.
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Square Dance Lescons
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Serving Morrow, Gilliam and Whesler Countias
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Loy Groshens was liken in

This

Partliind when he waos 28 vears olld

picture of Emile

were fusl wagon roads and were rowth to travel
Emile’s falthey i i g, but  his
Helene Emile recalls that 1918

A grent fire in Heppner destroved the old

Laois  Groshens
mother Hyed much Tonge
wats o bad vear
Palace Hotel and three bocks adioining it Somehow the fire
left the T MeMurde home standing, but the Groxhens
winter home next doorowhere the Dre Tibble's
then meant almost o tetal

nome 15 now )

wirs burned completely Fire

loss ns few folks had any msurance  Early five departments

were low on eqguipenent el tramning woere unahle to

curtail hires thal veally ol poing
In 190 Emitle mareied Bermice Sigshee oo sigster of Elaine
andd they comtinued to operate the CGroshens home

Uruck by lightning

(st

ranchuntil PG when the vanch homne wi

antd burned completely  No o i ured, but the decision
to sell the land wis soon mnde

Emile and Berniee bougth! the Tom Bevimer Ranch on
Hintan Creek whiere I lovel pned Lorapa donies aro pow He
continued to run sheep ond catte until 1950 the veor Bermice
il He then sold the vanch 1o the doneses and relired

Emile maoved b Hi mham Apartmonts in lown for
several vear tn Atitn Fomtle and Ola Maoae Benson, o
schiml music teacher VOIE Ml Emile bought the
Ceibrnett Barrat! home on North Golmore wheve e and Ola
Mae S resode O3 Mae cont eachimn e ndvaneed
prand paaptl

Emile has che AN iimificont changes In this
county  He tells abott Henpner et electrien generating
plint which was fired by wond The powerhouse stond where
thee Lown ssirmmnegd prosal ds foed . Goraetuad HEAE S0 Power liave
wios loautos and teae! How exeitinge wore the Hrst vadios
around 1920 10 wis about 1sowhen e Lest TV came Emih
saw his Fiest atephion } Ly g e nme here o
the county [bie andgd ol () radion for S

Asked of the Viclo L (LA A FIRTEE A refpnied o him
FErnile sl that 3 GHTIVMLAIT A s unele, his fnther’s
brother He doesn't koow when or whiv Hiat branch diopped
the Ll trvom the Lamly niaame

Emile saied that al one times e v seven sialoons in
Heppner Odd Vie hadd oon where the Gillivm & Bishee
Building now stands Hig son, now Victor. Sr  servisd the City
of Heppner many yei and b intdson, Yietor Jr who is
wilh the state palice

Emile joined the Elks Lodpe in Heppner in 1918 antl now s
the third oldest member He savs ! life gets lonesorie
after many of one's riends have died  He especially misses
Ed LaTrace who was a friend fron il choal davs, and
Harold Cobn and Seott Furlonp witl whonn he ey jovet]
hishing

Al 82 vear LTI health sla pood. and he enjovs
gardenimg and walking Jlwogt He stand ix fesee! tadl and still
weigghs the saiome 198 pounds that he has carvied for veges He
andd Ok Mae et oy TV andd keep up with current affares, They
otten attend the Semor Citizen dinnes

Looking hack aver his lifetime here o spite of variois ups

and downs, Emile Groshens declpres something that much of

Lhes worlad s popaditon can nol stale I have never inmy life

Rone hungry

Umatilla
Ready -Mix

is Still in Business in
Heppner
Cement deliveries scheduled twice
weekly to South Morrow County.

Regularly on
Wednesdays and Fridays

Q’.’ call collect
e, 267-6173




