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Grand Marshall ‘Hutch’ has lived the part
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Tall and bronzed, with a
handsomely craggy face, the
1980 Grand Marshall for the
Morrow County Fair and
Rodeo look8, and has lived the
pill’f

Floyd “Huteh" Hutchins,
born on the family farm at Mc
Minnville, the fourth of six
children, grew up working the
farm with his family’s Belgian
work horses

A team of Standard bred
trotters, which the family also
raised, would take the family
into town when necessary . The
journey took about 25 minutes-
when there was no rush-to
cover the six miles into town

As a voung man. Huteh
found himsell breaking and
training both saddle horses
and work horses [or area
farmers

In 1922 Huteh married Edna
Gillack of Portland. They
worked the family farm for
severnl vears and Hutch, as
usual, kept busyv with his
horses. standing several stal
lions. One of Huteh's stallions
a Percheron named ““Jerry &
sired 400 colts

After leaving the [arm
Hutch went to the hivestock
sales barn at Mc Minnville
and Salem, where they furn.
ished horses for dude ranches
and beach rides and also had a
bucking string

After leaving there, Hulch
struck out on his own, He
opened his own riding acad
emy and also taught riding as
a gym class al Oregon Stale
College during winter term . In
the spring and summer he
leased horses oul to  dude
ranches while he trapped and
caught horses with the Indians
at Warm Springs

Many of the Warm Springs
horses  were  half-thorougth
breds, since the ULS. govern

ment had given the Indians
there a thoroughbred remount
stallion

Hutch brought several hun
dred of these wild horses back
to Corvallis where some were
broke and sold and some were
used al the academy. Some
made excellent jumpers and
chariol teams

Upon leaving Corvallis
Huteh ran a small cattle ranch
an the Coast Range and tried
his hand at horse logging

From there, Hutch not only
moved to & new area, but
moved on lo & new experience
as well-he became a police
officer, first in Umatilln and
then, in 1963, in Heppner

Since moving to Eastern
Oregon. Huteh has been active
in the Morrow County Wran
glers and for SEVErai Yenrs
helped promote the chariat
races and the Morrow County
Derby during the annual

roddeo

One old friend that has
staved with Hutch over the
vears is his d0-year-old saddle

which he savs is ““just getling

broke in good now. " That
saddle has easily seen over

1,000 good horses and has
broken hundreds of horses in
the area

A noted horse trader, train
er und blacksmith, Hutch even
doctors the family horses

Whatever spare time the
1980 Grand Marshal now has is
tied up teaching his grandkids
tb ride Evory summer the
kids spend o week in the
mountaing riding with grand
pa. He is now working on a
gecand group of grandkids and
is looking forward lo leaching
his great-grandehildren. He
has four doughters, 12 grand

children, and 5 groat-grand
kids

In wintertime, those kids get
a special treat. Hutch puts
gleigh runners on a red buggy
for sleigh rides. The runners,
which are over 100 years old
belonged to his granddad

In the spring and [all,

Hutch, 73, keeps active riding
after cattle for local ranchers
Grand Marshal Huleh's
mount for the 1980 parade will
be TT, o coll he picked up this

spring

z

1980 Grand Marshal “Hutch”™ Hutchins

Attend the
1980
Fair & Rodeo

In Western Wear
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