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Coal-fire- d plant near Boardman designed with concern for environment
'Continued from Page I whore ' temperatures' reach

H.ikki degrees. The boiler walls
contain sled tubing in which
distilled wilier is circulated
and healed (n form high

pressure sleam. Distilled
wfiier Is used because impur-iiie- s

can cause severe corro-
sion within the hoi lor turbines

Slenm is pumped from the

the operation of the Boardman
foal Plant.

PGE has been monitoring
the area since the early 1970's
and tens of millions of dollars

boiler to the high pressure
turbine generator which pro-
duces the electricity.

Concern for the environ-
ment has played a vital role In

have been spent on evviron-ment- al

control equipment.
The Boardman plant will

use (very
soft) low-sulph- coal from

the Almax Coal Co. mines in
Gillette. Wyoming. Emissions
from the plant will be released
form a chimney.

Modern air quality control

Mir mill which would damage
Mir crushers.

The firn powder Ik blown
Into Mic combustion chamber

cKEWZlE Pmii, SATTODM AND SIM

13

Banquet Fried Coca-Col- a Jab,Sprite
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ff)iiipm'nl will control fhr
omission. When fh coal is
biirnorl. 15 lo 20 pcrconl of iho
ttsh fiills lo I bo floor ami i

cnllod bottom ash. About 80 to
85 peroral of (ho ash leave
the furnace with the gases and
is cnlled fly ash.

a $27.5 million electrostatic
precipitator will collect iW.S

percent of the fly ash. A high
voltage electric field collects
the fly ash particles and when
the plates arc vibrated, the
ash falls to the bottom into a
hopper. About 40.(KIO pounds of

fly ash will be produced every
hour.

To further cut down pollu-

tion, the ash. when removed
from the plant site, is taken in
covered trucks and then
buried. Coal on the plant site
is washed with liquid sprays to

suppress the dust.
The Boardman plant, built

by Beohlel power Corp., costs
more than $525 million. PGE
owns 80 percent with Idaho
Power Co. and Pacific Nor-we- sl

Generating Co. each
owning in percent. About 125

employees will work there
permanently once the con-

struction is completed. The

plant will produce 530.000

kilowatts.
week. Heppner Gazette-

-Times News Editor Steve
Powell flew on a private PGE
airplane to Gillette. Wyoming
to visit the Amax Coal Mines
in wealthy Campbell County,
which has 17 coal companies
operating in it.

Gillette was a small town of

about 2.500 until 1956 when it

increased to 7.000 when nil was
discovered. There is still oil in

the area but coal companies
began to surge into the area in
1970. There are now about
18.000 people in Gillette with a

projection of 38.000 by 1900.

said Don Warfield. Amax
media representative.
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ATnax 'oinXompanvTs-m- e
third largest coal producer in

the United Slates. It has two
mines in Campbell County.
The Belle Ayr Mine is 18 miles
north of Gillette and is the

largest producing coal mine in

the I.S. It began production in

1973. The Amax Fagle Butte"
Mine Hehl miles north of
Gillette is another mine PGE
coal will come from

Amax Civil Co. owns II coal
mines and all but one is a
surface coal mine, lis largest
work force isal its only under-

ground mine in Illinois. Most
of the o;l. about 99 percent,
sold by Amax is purchased by
ekvtric utilities.

In the open pit method, top
soil is removed by giant
electric powered shovels.
Overburden (older soil) is
then removed. Ovorhurdn
depth is anywhere from a few

fHt lo a few hundred feet with

an average of aUml 90.

When the eoiil seam is

reached, the shovels put I lie

coal into '

diesel electric haul trucks
which lake the coal lo a

hopper. Crushers HO feel below
the hopper reduce the size- of
the coal, uhicll is then cai i

up a huge conveyor bolt to four
200-fo- high silos. The silos
can hold 12.0(H) Ions each.

Hailroad trains travel un-

derneath the silos and the coal
is deposited inlo the empty
cars. The coal is not treated in

any way hecausc it is so clean.
Warfield said.

Goal is loaded continually
for one hour and 15 minutes
until the trains are loaded
The trains travel through the
silo on cruise control at one
mile per hour. One hundred
tons of coal can be loaded in 30

10 40 Kwnnds. The trains are
105 cars long wilh each
carrying too tons.

The Belle Ayr Mine produc-
es almost 15 million Ions of
cm m I a year wilh a coal seam of

an average of 75 feel It has
420 employees and pays more
than $1.1 million in stale and
local taxes. Belle Ayr loads
four to five trians a (lav.

The Kagle Butte Mine
produced almost 4 million Ions
of coal last year wilh an
average coal seam of 130 foot.
11 has 199 employee's and paid
utmost $4 million in slate and
wnl taxes II loads one or I wo

rains a day.
Continued on Page 12 )
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fef Ribs
It isn't an outing

without watermelon
Refreshing but low

in calories.mRegular or
Crinkle Cut, 32-O- z.

Larry's Red, Green Leaf or Bibb

Leaf LettucePoor Boi
Jeno's

Egg cr Pizza
RoilsSandwicl Fresh Juicy

UecfErinos$59i4 o. 79Assorted
Varieties, 6 Oi.
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Minute Maid
Lemonade
Regular or Pink,

12-O- z. 8Ideal
for the
Picnic
Basket
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White Radishes ; Ea.3For1
Snow White Cauliflower Lb. 59
Jumbo Pink Grapefruit e 3For1
Clip Top Carrots u 29


