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Coal-fired plant near Boardman designed with concern for environment
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PGE has been monitoring
the area since the early 1970's
and lens of millions of dollars

have been spent on evyiron-
menlal eontrol equipment
The Boardman plant will
use sub-biluminous, (very
soft) low-sulphur coal from

the Almax Coal Co. mines in
Gillette, Wyoming. Emisgions
from the plant will be released
form & &58-foot-high ehimney,

Modern air quality conirol :

equipment  will contral (he
emissions. When the coal is
burned. 15 10 20 percent of the
ash falls lo The fioor and i=s
called hottom ash. About 80 (o
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a $27 5 million eleetrosialie
previpitator will eolleet 9.5
pereent of the flv ash. A high
vollage eleetrie field colloels
the My ash particles and when
the plates are vibrated. the
agh falls In the botlom inle o
hopper. Ahoat 40,000 pounds of
My agh will he produced every
howrr

To further cut down pollu
tion. the ash, when removed
from the plant sife, is laken in
covered  irucks  and  Then
buried. Coal on the plant site
ix washed with biquid sprays lo
suppress lhe dost

The Boardman plant, built
by Bechiel Power Corp.. cosis
mare than §525 million PGE
owns 80 percent with Tdaho
Power Co and Pacific Nor-
wesl  Generaling Co. each
owning 10 pereent. About 125
emplovees will work There
permanenily once the con-
siruction is campleted. The
plani  will produce 530,000
kilowalts

Last week. Heppner Gaz-
elle-Times News Editor Steve
Powell flew on a private PGE
airplane o Gillette, Wyoming
o visil the Amax Coal Mines
in wealthy Camphell County.
which has 17 enal companies
operating in il

Gillette was a small town of
ahout 2,500 until 1956 when i
increased 1o 7.000 when oil was
discoyered. There is still oil in
the area bul coal companies
hegan 1o surge into the area in
1970, There are now ahboy!
TR0 people in Gillette with a
projection of 38.000 hy 1990
said Don Warfield. Amax
media representative

Amax Toal Company is the—
third largest coal producer in
the Uniled States, It has two
mines in Camphell County
The Belle Ayr Mine is 18 miles
north of Gilletle and is the
largest producing coal mine in
the L1.S. It hegan production ia
1973 The Amax Fagle Butle
Aline eight miles north of
Gillette = another mine PGE
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