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New veterinary service to aid ranchers

Oregon State University's
school of veterinary medicine
is offering a new service that
ycan save dollars, and live
stock, for the state's ranchers,

The university's veterinary
diagnosilc laboratory is now
performing—on, the second
Wednesday of every month—

tests to determine selenium
levels in livestock, particu-
larly sheep and cattie

A lack of selenium In an
animal's diel causes white
muscle disease, characterized
by calcification of muscles in
hindguarters and the heart,
And Oregon {8 notorious for its

selenium-deficient soil which,
in turn, produces selenium-de-
ficient feed.

“You can determine fairly
accurately with a selenium
analysis whether or not an
animal is getting adequate
selenium in its diet, but until
recently it's been an ex-
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tremely expensive test (o
conduet,” said John A,
Schmitz, director of the diag-
nostic lab

“Most livestock producers
simply could not afford to pay
$26 to get one analysis, and
one test from a herd or flock
wasn'l really enough lo de-
termine the selenium status of

all a producer’s livestock
anyway." he said.
However, with improved

Iaboratory procedures and

equipment, the cost of an
analykis—done at OSU's de-
partmen! of agricultural che-
mistry—~has dropped drama-
tically, from $26 lo $ per
animal,

And OSU’s Veterinary Diag-
nostie Laboratory has sliced
the cost even more.

By lesting an enzyme,
glutathione peroxidase, which
contains selenjum, the lab is
charging $4 for the [first
sample from a herd or flock.

and $2 after that for each
additional animal lested

**This cost-cutting measure
is possible.” said Schmilz,
“hecause we're using a differ-
ent test. and because as the
velerinary  school has de-
veloped (it’s completing ils
first year of classroom opera-
tions this spring) we've been
able to expand our instrumen-
tation facilities, and increase
our expertise with additional
personnel.”’

Portland wheat tour set

A wheat marketing tour of
Portland has heen set up for
Morrow County wheat grow-
ers on June 5 and 6. according
to Bob Jepsen. the marketing
commitlee chairman for

aboard the River Queen in
Portland and visits to two
terminals to inspect grain
handling facilities and con
tainer-shipment loading. The
day will conclude with wine

Luncheon will be with the
Portland Chamber of Com-
merce agricultural commit-
tee. A tenlative bakery tour
has been planned prior to the
group's return

Forecast on winter wheat

A survey of erop acreages and the latest livestock numbers
is being conducted nationwide by the Economics, Statistics and
Cooperatives Service of the U S. Department of Agriculture. In
Oregon the survey will be directed by the Oregon Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service, headed by Paul M. Williamson.
This survey will provide the basic ingredients for two major
reporis. The Acreage Report, which will be issued June 27, will
eslimate the acreage planted this spring to all major crops, The
Cattle Report. to be issued July 28, will provide the latest count
of caltle inventory and the expected 1980 calf crop. These
reports are available lo the public through the Oregon Crop and
Livestock Reporting Service.

A sample of 3.000 Oregon farms and ranches will be chosen lo
insure reaching a cross-section of Oregon agriculture, While the
farmers’ participation in this survey is voluntary, his
cooperation is vital to the development of reliable indications of
today's agricultural situation, Williamson said. Crop and
livestock estimates help stabilize market conditions and prices
for producers by remaving uncertainties caused by rumors and
trade guesses,

Forty trained interviewers will be collecting these data from
farm operators for all counties in Oregon beginning today.
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