ury selection process:

The follow tng is the first of 4
two-part series on the jury
syvatem in Morrow Connty

This article deals with the
selection  procesy  for  the
justice and cireolt courts,

Next week, News  Edilor
Steve Powell tells  of  his
personal experience on o jury
recently and gives examples
of some different jury proces.
ses  that other states  and
Oregon countles are using in
an effort o save the county
money and save time for the
jurors,

By Steven A Powell

JOR OPPORTUNITY
Make $10a dav and eight cenls
a mile o and from work

Probably not (oo
people would  answer
like that But
have to serve in thal low -pay
ing job when they are called (o

jury duty by a courl summons

miany
an ad

nutny - people

While most other prices and

wages hove sky-rocketed in

recent vears, the pay for a
juror has remained the same

People in Morrow  County
have a better chance of
sgerving on a jury than in other
counties because of the small
population. When the district
courl begins 1o come (o
Heppner July 1

will be even greater

the chances

jury likts for the
the
Morrow

{urrently

wo Jushice courls nd

circw!l  court  for

County are drawn every vear

Thix vear there are 3482

regiielered yolers i the county
lo ¢hoose (rom

Al the Nirs! of the vear, &6th
Digtriet Court Justice Char
lotte Gray draws 200 names
from the voler pegistration
lists. Legisiation states that at
least 50 names must he drawn
for the yearly list. Gray said if
only 50 names were selected,
persons  may not  be pieked
that many ltimes bul when
they are picked, they would
have to sil on more trials

Gray puts the 200 names on
cards and she is the only
person involved in this portion
of the jury selection process

Sinee the 6th District Court

serves  only south  Morrow
County, she can only choose
names from the seven pre
cincls in that end of the county
and cannot choose {from the
north end. She selyls the

justice jurors from the pre

cinel lists from  Hardman
lone. Lexinglon and the three
precinge!s in Heppner

“There are nol that many 1o
pick from." she said

Girav sand she divides these
seven precinels imta the 200

needed to eome ou! wilh an
uverage for each precine!. She
usually has

said  Hardman

fewer  Jurors bocause i@ is
smiller than the otheér pre
cinels

th

pustice court jury list, he is on

nce A person 18 on

it Tor the entire year A person
camol be on the same Jury list
wo vears in o row bul can
hvpothetically be on a differ

enl jury courl lisl every vear

Many perople complain that it
seems as il they have (o serve
year after year and it s
possible. A person can serve
on a circuit court trial fury or
grand jury one year and then
he on a justice court jury Jist
the next vear and then back on
the circuit court or on a
district court the following
vear. Bul a person cannol, by
law. serve on the same
court on succeeding years,
The legislature has esta
blished a law stating that a
person can be put back on the
same court jury list after
being off it for onlv one vear
.-\|1|n'n\m::ltl°h wn weeks
hefore o trial, Grav selects 18
names af random from the list
of 200 on her vearly list that
from the
records al

was made viler

the
Both
Tthe seliee
of thee IR
Grav smid she draws
and
thieent for the rest of the trials in
I'he

resisiration

county  elerk’'s office
atornevs nhserve
i and drawing
Nmes
EVeTVone's

name  omee

thee vear. draws names
randomiy
this small

chanees are good that vou will

‘In & eounty

end up on a jurv Hs" Grav
s

OF the 18 persons selecled
three names are laken off by
the district attorney and three
more by the defense atlornev
The twelve that are left are
lo court by the
county sheriff's office depart
ment to appear for jury duty
I'p

summoned

to three of the persons

summoned can be excused by

e Natural-gas pipeline
to cross Morrow County

The projecled natural-gas
pipeline linking Prudhoe Bay
Alaska, with Califorma  will
cross contral Oregon—inclad
ing mile Morrow
Conant It has received
mitiad grant of approvial feom
the U'S. governmaent. accord

ng to a report to the Heppnor

compamnies for sections to be

butl! in the Yukon Territors
British Columbip and Alberta
The western leg  will be
mnderinken by PGT . a subsy
diary of the Pacific Gas and
Flectric Co  which distributes

parallel  “looping"™ of the
existing PGT and PG&E
systems which have (trans

ported Canadian natural gas

to the San Francisco area

sinee 191 The lwo companies

will eonstruct the remaining

the justice for slckness of
other reasons

Nine are left to appear the
dav of the trial. The two
altorneys question the jurors

individually and three are

excused leaving the best six
impartial jurors available
“A person hag no choice not

o come OF summoned (o jury
duty and nol excused ).’ Gray
said. 1 would he contempt of
court. 1 have never had that
happen

A juror can be fined up lo
£10 a dav and eited for the
criminal charge of contempt
of court if he does nol appear

e Heppner Gazette-Times, Heppner, Oregon, Thursday, April 3, 19%80—THREE
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Many angry cilizens try to
gel out of jury duty but the
justice decides if the reason is
valid only if it involves “undue
hardship or inconvenience.”
according to stalute, The 1979
Legislature repealed ORS 10
M0 that exempted physicians,

Chances are good that mest voters in Morrow County will be sitting in one of these chairs in
the jury box at the courthouse in Heppner—especially with the addition of the district court.

Pierce’s Boneless,
Smoked, Fully Cooked

Prices Effective April 3-4

With the addition of a district court in the county,
chances will increase that voters will have to serve

dentists, teacher: and other
professionals from  being
called to jury duty. But there
is no automalic excuse any-
more, It is up to the justice

It depends how badly 1
need a juror what reasons |
accepl.” Gray said. "Some-
times I will let a sole
businessman or a farmer
during harvest not serve but
that is not always an excuse. |
need six jurors on trial day
and if T have to. 1 send the
sherifl downtown to pick up
people off the street to serve
on the jury

"*Now there are going to be
three courts (when a distriet
courl sils in Morrow County)
sa chances are good people
she continued
“Nohody is exempt, not any
maore

In her budget request. Gray
estimates the number of trials
she will have the next year
Currently, she averages 2!y a
maonth

“Everviime there is a jury
frial_il eosts the taxpavers at
least $106."" she said.

A juror must be at least
1R-vears-old and up to 70 or
older depending on the attor-
nevs and the judge involved
Statules specifv the payment
of $10 a day for jurors and $5
dailv for wilnesses. All re-
ceive eight cents a mile round
trip

will serve "

Sausage

1b. Roll

County Clerk  Barbara
Bloodsworth selects the juries
for the circuit ecourt and she
said she will use the same
process when selecting the
distriet court juries when it
comes (o Heppner

Each year, the county clerk
with the sheriff observing
selecls 400 names from the list
of all the registered voters in
the county. From that list, the
vlerk selecis 40 to serve for a
three-month period. 11 a grand
jury is needed. the same list is
used. Once a persons serves
for the three months, they are
finished for the rest of the
year

All 40 persons are sum-
moned by the sheriff for every
trial. The 40 persons go to the
eourtroom  and have their
names drawn randomly by the
eounty elerk. The prospective
jurors are then questioned by
the attornevs

Jurors are then excused for
various reasons of previous
knowledge, hias. ete. When |2
jurars are agreed on by both
allornevs, the other 40 called
All jurors are
they

are excused
paid even if
selected
"“The circuil court judge (s
the only one who can excuse
(prospective jurors )" Bloods-
worth said. “People call me or
the sherill but
anything "

are nol

we can't do
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if resiolved promptly, portions only over regulatory  matlers

Western Family

of the new facilities could be but financing. with hopeddfor When the work gets under way
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Paso Natural Gas Company to

Pipeline Corp

pros il it new source o

Canadian natural gas to the WATERUSERS OF THE CITY OF HEPPNER

more than 3.6 million natural

gas

Southern California Gas Co. in

Your meters have been read this month after using
Al gallonage used over

customers  served by

minimms throug b the winter

Kraft
Miniature

southern California the modnbmum will be reflected on vour March bill

The overall project s known an increase on your next

Therefore, please

expeet

as the AlaskseNatural Gas stalement
Transportalion System.  1is ||

}!l'ru-;-;i! contructor is  the Clly of Meppner Water Department O s
Northwest Pipeline Co.of Salt Publish March 27 and April 8. 1960 G' s l I lc vv
Lake City. A consortium  of

American companies would
he responsible for the pipeline

in Alaska
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and ol Canadian




