AN iy M By Tl e -

E1GHT—The Heppner Gazette-Times, Heppner. Oregon. Thursday. December 27, 1979

S With Justing Weatherford

A\ BOWUNT

When the last lights and ornaments have been packed
away, the dry needles swept up. and the now-ouldaled
Christmas tree hauled outside. the evergreen can still serve a

SO

happy purpose

You might prop it up in the corner of your yard, perhaps
tied to a clothesline post or a [ence, where it ecan provide
cover and a feeding station for birds. Hang suel balls, pine
cones daubed with peanul butter, whole sunflower heads, and
other treats on il to attract and feed your feathered friends

Mayhbe the lone Garden Club will be holding its annual
Twelth Night Burning of the Greens festivity, and you can
manage lo contribute your tree to that big bonfire

Mayvhe vou will find that vou have a litile extra armchair
lime between fow and Jan. 2, and T am most willing to help
by suggesting some supgr reading. Each year [ blow the dust
off ' my copies of Christmas classics thal everyone should
read at leas! once and which 1 can read over and over. First
come Charles Dickens's superb “Christmas Carol."" then
Henry Van Dyke's **The Other Wise Man'' and also “The
First Christmas Tree, '’ A little more recent are Nora Loft's
“How Far to Bethlehem?" and Minton C Johnston's, “How
the Littlest Chertiib Was Late for Chrisimas.’

This month I discovered a new favorite when | was
searching for my reading for the Bookworms' Christmas
meeting where each member brings a carefully selected
seasonal bit of prose or poetry to shire. My delightful
discovery. a very short bit of prose. wrillen by an unknown
author and published in a Guideposts Magazine many years
hack. is s0 neat I wanl you to enjov it oo

THE CHRISTMAS THIEF

It was Christmas morning and the sexton was pale and
wide-eved To the pastor he gasped: ““Sir, [ just opened the
church—the Christ Child is gone from the manger-crib.”

“That's ridiculous,” exclaimed the priest. Yet it was
true. he found. The beloved Little statuette of the infant was
gone from the shrine! The thoughts of the kindly clergvman
were 1 o turmonl

FEven bhefore he had verified the disappearance for
mmself, his thoughts were concerned with the thief. What
fiend—what infidel—would perpetrate such an outrage? Was
il someone who wished to defile the svmbol of the very hirth
of Christianity? Did someone wan! revenge on the church,
the pastor. the congregation—or upon God”

Shall we call the police. Father”" the curate asked

The old priest shook his head. He glanced about the
church he loved and which only four and a half hours ago had

heen Blled with the happiest erowds of the vear. the altenders
il the Christmas Eve Midnight Mass
Soen now the church would be filled with happy

Christmas morning  crowds. What would  their stunned
reaction be when they found the Christ child missing?
Distraught, the pastor pul on his coat and hat and wandered
outside. To passers-by he murmured a “Merry Christmas™
he did not really feel

As he reachedl the corner. a small boy. running as he
pulled a new red express wagon, almost knocked him down
“Georgie Polter!™ The priest started to rebuke the lad, bul
the shining light on the ruddy little seven-vear-old face
stopped him . He smiled: “Well, is that a new wagon 1 see?"”

Yis Sipl!
Suddenly the clergy stiffened
Georgie! What is that in vour wagon”"”

It was the Chris! child! The pastor stared transfixed, The
heloved statuette of the infanl Jesus, with ils baby arms
autstretehed in wide benedition, lay with a blanket tucked
about it

The shining light was gone from the lad's face and he
chweregd

“Goorgle. did von take that from the church?™

Buf I promised! ™ the boy blurted I praved and praved
for a red wagon. And T promised the Christ Child i He'd gel
me g red vagon for Christmas, 1'd give him a ride in it twice
roundd the block '

As the cuertains close on another—some sav the
W7ath —Christmas season. let us hope that we all belter
understand Christmas as old Serooge finally understood it
and axs Dickens's masteriul and timeless tribute desceribes it
‘a kind. forgiving, charitable time, the only time in the long
calendar of the vear when men and women seem by one
consent o open their shuf-up hearts freely.”
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Doctor’s
daughter
married

Dr. and Mrs. James W
Norene are pleased to an

Hospital Auxﬂary celebrates Christmas
with nursing home patients

]

The Pioneer Memaoriil Hos- thee pantiii s Laucky Felt, hospital admini-
pital Auxiliney pit oon A Mrs  Luecky Felt made a strator, said
Christmas  cake and Mrs Henee Siminoe coordinaled
Kenneth Smouge plaved the the program
vinlin Grade sehool children
sing (hristmas carols and
Shmla was on hand to give oul

Christmas eclehration for the
pursine hpme pitients al the

hospital in Heppner
The hnspital nursing home

recoived $100 from a previous
gifts The auxiliary decoraled resident in  the home. The
fhie hospital and the Forest  auxiliary is buving presents

provided fruit for the stock- Servicee donated some Christ for the patienls with the
mus mis 1rees money Felt said the generous

o1t wis real nice the way  donater wanls [o  remain
they decorated the hospital.™  ananymous.

notinee the marriage of their
danghier. Tracie. 1o Michael
BRunch Nov 3 a) 2 pom

Phe Soroptimist Cliyh do
minted Christmas stoekings for
The ceremony was held at il 24 padionts and (he ANUW
thee ranch home of Michael's
parents, My and Mres Alvin ¢

Bunch and was altended by The Loxinglon Grange do-

family and friends of the brite nated hree gills for edach of
and groom. The Bunchs live

on Bunker Hill Road near

Heppner
Mrs  Roher! Stickney was

maftron  of  honor Raber!

Stickney was best man and Al el Mies. Buneh

their son, Richard, was ring

hearer
TR GRUTINS GG
Loren  Wondside  of  Lind,
[
The Fabric Shop

in Hermiston
is offering

25% OFF entire stock !
ploed Dec. 27th through the 29th

Topic club 330S.W. 11th
celebrat es “"esi’:{' _I\Ki'l““’ |

The Thrifty Way to Dine Out
Christmas

A Christmas  obhservance

HAPPY
NEW YEAR

Announcing the ar-
rival of the '80s!
May this coming de-
cade hold lots of
good things in store
for you and yours
Our thanks to all!

Wiash served the cake at the
reception and dinner following
the ceremony

The bride and groom are
now at home in Heppner
where they are both em

Monday through Thurslay Dinner Buffets 329 Adalis
Complete meals include Salad Bar

$1.65 children

Time 5:00 p.en.-B:00 pom
F B under 10

was held at the lone Topic
C'luly on Wednesday, Dec, 10 Monday through FridayLuntheon Buffes
Complete meals— including Sulad Bar

Timee 11:30-1:30 p.m

1.9
at the home of Katherine
Lindstrom with Jacie Bergs

Strom assishing

West of Willow welcomes Senior Citizens, we give u
|U“,’;‘ tliS(l'l'.ilﬂ to anyoie over 60 so ask for your discount

Following a patluck lunch

eon of Christmas  favorites Desserts avmbabie at all pimes

Foulay Evening Sealood Bubler 6:00-8:30 $4.95
Samnrday Evening New York Seeak Specinl $4.05

the program was presented
Mrs. Bergstrom told of the
Santa Claus tradition and the
origin of the Christmas Seal in Quality and quantity percinglly  guarantedd by Jim
7. Mrs  Lindsirom  ex
plained  that Dee 25 was

selected for the ohservance of
Christmas in 380 A D. and
carols were a product of the
15th century

A gift exchange was held
The Reverend Cathy Barker

was a special guest
No senior
dinner
planned

There will bhe no senior
dinners served Jan_ 1, but Jan
2 diners will bhe served the
following menu al Tone and
Heppner : fish fillets or burger
palties.  scalloped potatoes
tossed green salad. harvard
beets. cornhread and jellv and
jello poke cake and topping

That afternoon there will be
a blaod pressure clinic in
Heppner at the Neighborhood
Coenter with County  Health
Nurse Pat Wright cheeking
hinod pressures at no charge

The Social Security repre-

Batteries

Group 243600 Group 24 6000

3-Year Warranty

sentative  will  he  at  the

Frontier
Traction

Neighhorhood Center from 10
am ounti]l noon Fridav, Jan

5-YearWarranty

Live Musie

‘The Orion’s’

Dec. 28th-29th N

New Years Eve

with Party favors
THE

Office

TAVERN

700-15 6ply
38.10 3.23

750-16 8ply
49.89 4.09

Exchange $3.00

HIGH TRACTION

TREAD WINTER RADIAL

SPECIAL RUBBER COMPOUND
DESIGNED FOR TRACTION
. WITHOUT STUDS
S&¢ SALE PRICED

P185R13 4 5 B 40

Plus 2,13 Tax
P205K15 54.60 2.70
P215R15 57.20 2.79
P225K15 60.20 3.08
P235R15 64.40 3.33)

And

P195KR14 51.30 2.39
P205KR14 53.30 2.71
P215R14 55.80 2.87
P225R14 58.70 2.97

the 31st

SUDDEN
SERVICE
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