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~ Health care board recommends
more budget cuts before vote

Sandhollow farmers and ranchers and their hived men volunteered their eguipment and lahot to
assist the County in patehing the numerous potholes that stretehed the length of the well-iravelled
road before harvest started. Morrow County's road department had money budgeted for the
malterials needed but didn’t have the manpower available to put the asphalt on the road, Pictured
here are Ken Turner, Bill Kenny, Rick Hill and Dan Nix. Following the erew in his personal grade:
was Don Evans. who worked the cold mix into the holes before the county rolled the repairs
Turner said each member of the four-man crew pictured shoveled ahout five tons of asphali lasi
Thursday and it took five days to complete the job.

City water drinkable according to
Lexington, lone officials this week

There are no problems with
water supplies in lone and
Lexington, eity  officials in
both ¢ities said this week,
despite a report from the
Environmental Protection
Agency that those cities and
129 other waler systems were
not anforming the federal
agency of the results of their
waler sampling.

“Those 131 systems are
legving their 24,000 customers
in the dark,” Don Gipe,
copordinator of the EPA’s Sale
Drinking Water Program said
last week in a press release to
area newspapers.

lone Mayor Linda LaRue
said she had the waler
samples taken by the city’s
maintenance man and senl
them to & privale laboratory
in The Dalles. It was her
understanding thal the lab-
oratory would forward the
results directly to the EPA
That wasn't the case and
Laltue will be sending the test
resulls directly to Portland.

sShe was displeased with
EPA's action of sending oul
the press release as was
Lexington City Recorder Lois
Allyn without informing the
city of Tone

Mrs, Allyn does the water
sampling hersell by simply
filling out a bottle of outside or
inside water and mailing i
first class to the Eastern
Oregon College laboratory
La Grande The lests come
back and she forwards them
on to Portland.

She said Lexington didn’t
gel the reports to the EPA on
time. Bul Mrs. Allyn couldy't
understand all the flap aboul
the waler systems, sinee
Lexington's water has been
found okay.

Heppner wasn't one of the
cities listed among the non:
reporting water systems and
asked abouwt anv possible
water problems. Mayor Jerry
Sweeniey savs the city tests ils
water religiously, “We have
good water and add very il
chemicals,” he Said

Both lone and Lexing b
officials saud the Stiie Health

Dvision  used 1o do  the

sampling for the dities bul

after the tirst of the yvear. the

practice was stopped

«oy Portland about
LI 1an’s response

Cortla
Towne it |
1o thirsiatew il press release,
EPA's Gipe siaid that some of
the 141 svstems histed were
non-reponhing and some non-
monitoring bl all were in-
formed in the last two vears
that they should report their

saumples monthly

“1l there isn't regular moni
toring. there could be contam-
ination entering al any one
point.” Gipe commented

The Kinzua Corporation was
also numed i the report bul
according to Personnel and
Safety Manager Dan Sween-
eV, the company sends quar-
terly samples to the State
Public Health Laboratory in
Portland o make tests ol their

domestic waler system,; Hhose
reports are forwarded (o the
EPA. There
reports ol
Kinzua 8 waler. Sweeney said
While Kinzua receives free
water tests for thelr quarterly
samples, the eities of Tone and
Lexington pay for them sam
ples o he tested. The EI'A 15
testing o

have  been no

problems  with

niomw FeguIring
Kinzua's wells
canlent

tor chemnnea

Five enter guilty pleas

Five defendants  entered
guilty pleas in District Court
Monday at the Morrow County
Courthouse.

Hick Rea, 18, Bombing
Range Rd.. and Delbert Tur-
ner, changed their pleas from
not guilty to guilty lo a charge
of delivery of a conirolled
substance in  Judge Jack
Olsen’'s Courl and multiple
charges by Distriet Attorney
Dennis Doherty were dropped.
Both defendants also plead
guilly 1o a charge of false
swearing

Richard Hamlell changed a
plea lo guilty to 4 charge of
contralled substance

A pressenlence invesigation
has been ordered tor the three
cases—the last under the adult
indictments of the Morrow
County Grand Jury investiga-
tion drug problems in the
county. Monday's pleas in-
volved marijuana. A case is
still pending against a juvenile
involved in the drug investi
gation

Tamara McKenzie, Board:
man. changed her plea to

it of
controtled substance and will

PlOssession ol

undergo &
vestigalion

Robert  William
Boavdman, plead guliy of th
felony of driving while sus

Pre-sentene

Hotbraag

pended, Nora Pourrier, I
gon changed her plea to guilny
i a charge of firsl dogpe
burglary

J.C Helsel Hopimisi
plead not guilty g ehargs
thelt of propeviy (roman Tore
service station last Febroar

Lions begin project to clean

up Willow Creek channel

The Heppner Lions Club in
association with the Heppner
Water Control Distriet will be
conducting a chanpel clean-up
and debris removal project on
Willow Creek July 14

The objecl of the project is
to  reduce (he hazard of
flooding caused hy debris
dams.  According to  local
offivials. the last flood waters
contiined. 40 percent debris
anid il aind 60 percent water
Situndun’s work will involve

removing  trash and debris
from the channel and culting
Hrush and small 1rees in the
channel that couse  debris
dams to form

The project is scheduled 10
begin. at % am., Julv 14
Participants will meet at the
Allalfa Street bridge. Velun
teers and property owners are
encouraged to pitch in and
reduce the danger of flooding
in Heppner

Any property owner along
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propasals, that would mean a
868737 culan the original levy
proposal
voters: in the first
May 22

In Monday night’s session,
the medical personnel which
formed a professional
association, made several
recommendations regarding
the future hospital budgetary

levy vote

haye

planning

Speaking for the profession
als, Dr. Gilford said the main
concern of the group was
medical care

His question of “How many
times the budget can be
presented to the volers™ drew
a respanse [rom Ed Dick. Dick
said there was no limit to the
times  the levy could be
submitted to the voters bul
tatlure of the levy would pose
problems  in property  tax
IBRSCSSImetils

Gifford asked whal alterna
tives the board was looking al
should  the levy  fail
Responded Martin: “*We can't
aperale a publie institution on
a delicit. We would have Lo
clusedhe place down unless a
wan s found fo aoperate it on
I wouldn't promise
would

dgain

revenune
anmvone  (hat it Stay

Hpen

submitted to  the

Said  Barlett "It can’t
operate with a defieit. The
decision would rest with the
County Court.”

Chairman Martin said there
has only been one month this
vear that “we have come close
lo: breaking even'' and noted
facility has been
subsidized for vears. Dick
reported the hospital had a
53,000 deficit in 1978, and
lacked $71.000 in 1971 “It's
nowhere near selfl-operating ™

I vou think we are going lo
without a subsidy,
vol're chasing a rainbow,”
Vartin said

The professional association
that 6,000
could be realized in income
from doing work in the
laboratory rather than send
me it to other laboralories.
selling the elinie leased by Dr
Giltord for $42.000 (the bhoard
said that woul be a County
Courl decision and might' not
result i ineome to the hospital
budgel trimming the
127,94 earmarked for phys-
lean services because of the
possibility that a physician
hiredl would not start until
dlter January 1. charging
patients for medical phone
calls outside the area. speci-

that  the

nperile

recommended

fying directly in the hudge
travel funds for nurses altend
ing educational
rather than lumping
under administration and cul
ting the surgical expense by
$5.000 because of the probal!
ity of not having a surgeon
until after January 1

The board held firm to ils
insistence {ha! surgical ex
penditures be lef! in  the
budget. Chairman Fred Mar
tin was concerned he board
would be criticized in the
community it i cut out the
SuUrgery expense

Responded  Gifford “H
would take a lot more than an
mlinerant surgeon’ 1o rein
state  surgery al  Puoneer
Memorial

Gifford said the medical
association was quistioning
the budgeling of a fetal
monitor and said the two
physicians had nol been asked
about it and recommended
purchase of whal he felt was &
less expensive 1V transfusion
pump. asked that the amount
for physician recruitmen! be
reduced and volunleered his
services to raise funds for
flanancial inducements o
bring new physicians into the
area

COUrses

them

Postmaster thanks hospital

staff for emergency care

after fall from roof top

][--Hum-! Postmaster Huber!t
Wilson, recuperaling Ifrom o
broken hack. sustained when
he Fell ott the city hall voof five
weeks ago while tarring the
surface, siavs he received the
hoest care he has ever received
at Proneer Memorial Hospital

Wilson is now at home alley
spending several weeks in the

hospital, e wears @' custom
Hted steel hirace to protect s
spinal column from turther
iy When he fell off the

ronl - he erushed three verta

livae and Bractared a toarth
He tsld the GazelteTines

Mondoy  that  the  hospital

personnel whieh ok care ol

him were Tar superorn I

ather hospitals which he has
B e reliating the pursing
it s core durime s hospitid

foriver hospital  board
Wilson said 1wo ol
e nueses would move bhin

gty upon reguest  without
aienis e tho pain thial he has
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Thanks hospital

Wearing u steel brace. Heppner Postmaster Hubert Wilson is
recmvering fram his fall six weeks ago off the roof of Heppner

U]

He suvs he received excellent care atl Pioneer

Meaorial Hospital and credits the quick attention and
v ailahitits ol the facility for his well-being

wik 1 1w
FITEEe

Joseph tafford in
elastic hrace aver
i ared area

Wilson sad 1he Kennewick
pityvsictm who designed the
sprrenlly fitted brace for him
i e gquick

Catllang'ad

action by
evised his medical
Prnalaleam

e ayll
Prawees doy Twa veans and w hlh‘

havee ' wear the

tewopingd af mghtimust wear an

vliash e brave

Howis expiected by many

Bt B swonihel T to '-|'|'||'|.Ff

least 10 weeks in the hospital
Hubert was discharged aboul
i weeks early because of the
special brace

While in the hospital. he
received about 98 cards and
numerous flowers from people
in the community

Askedd why he fell the care
was much belter al Pioneer
Memorial than other larger
hospitals. Wilson said *Maost
o the people are a hulE

Cont. on page 3
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